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Cyclone Ditwah to
bring intense rainfall
till weekend in T.N.

IEI!e !lﬂ!l.l !l.ll'eﬂl.l

CHENNAI

Cyclone Ditwah, now posi-
tioned over coastal Sri Lan-
ka and adjoining southwest
Bay of Bengal, is set to bring
intense rainfall over the del-
ta and adjoining districts on
Friday, before shifting to-
wards north Tamil Nadu by
weekend. The Regional Me-
teorological Centre (RMC)
has declared a red alert for
several districts on Friday
and Saturday.

B. Amudha, Head (Addi-
tional in-charge), RMC, said
Ditwah, meaning lagoon, a
name suggested by Yemen
as part of the cyclone nam-
ing convention, lies about
570 km south-southeast of
Puducherry and 670 km
south-southeast of Chennai.
It is likely to move across Sri
Lanka’s coast and adjoining
southwest Bay of Bengal,
and reach near the north
Tamil Nadu, Puducherry,
and south Andhra Pradesh

coasts by the early morning
of November 30.

The RMC has declared a
cyclonic storm as of now,
based on various weather
observations. “We will get
more clarity on the landfall
as the cyclone moves closer
to the region,” Ms. Amudha
said.

Cyclone Ditwah is set to
trigger heavy to very heavy
rainfall in southern, delta,
and adjoining districts on
Friday. A red alert has been
issued for four districts, in-
cluding Nagapattinam.

Intense downpour may
cover north Tamil Nadu and
adjoining interior districts
on Saturday as the cyclone
is expected to move closer
to the region. Six districts
along the coast between
Chengalpattu and Nagapat-
tinam have been issued a
red alert, while 10 other dis-
tricts, including Chennai,
Tiruvallur, and Vellore,
have been issued an orange
alert.

Cyclone Ditwah to bring intense

rainfall till the weekend in T.N.

e Cyclone Ditwah, now positioned over coastal
Sri Lanka and adjoining southwest Bay of
Bengal, is set to bring intense rainfall over the
delta and adjoining districts on Friday, before
shifting towards north Tamil Nadu by weekend.
aghald fecare, S 3fd e & acig & 3R
T SR Sd ot WIet & S A 3,
EPAR Dl Seel AR HH-urd & frefl A i oo
aﬁ%ﬁ«mﬁmé, T Uga f wreld a% g
IR AHAIG DI 3R T |
¢ The Regional Meteorological Centre
(RMC) has declared a red alert for several
districts on Friday and Saturday
&g maw fage ¥ (RMC) A 3R
gﬁawaﬁav—éﬁa‘r%f?lﬁs i fosar
I
e B. Amudha, Head (Additional in-charge),
RMC, said Ditwah, meaning lagoon, a name
suggested by Yemen as part of the cyclone
naming convention, lies about 570 km south-
southeast of Puducherry and 670 km south-
southeast of Chennai.

. 3T, T (3ifafkad TUR), RMC, 3 %8l

o fEcars, forawmT orf AE § iR SR Iwara

SO UYT & dgd TH - T T, |
TTH 570 foHet RUT-glarmT-gd ok 991g ¥ 670
foreft Gfaror-cfémnud & fya g1

o |tis likely to move across Sri Lanka’s coast and adjoining southwest Bay of Bengal,
and reach near the north Tamil Nadu, Puducherry, and south Andhra Pradesh
coasts by the early morning of November 30.

TP e & dc 3R TS SU-URHH S &) WISt 3T g 3R 30 TdR &I Yag
% ITRI afiaTg, ggast, SR gférr oy ud=r & dcl & U Ugds & SUIE g |

e The RMC has declared a cyclonic storm as of now, based on various weather

observations.
RMC = faftre Him oddeon & SR W it & foe 39 Tspard! g 9iftd fFar g |

o “We will get more clarity on the landfall as the cyclone moves closer to the region,”

Ms. Amudha said.

S-SR TehaTd & & BRI ST, T ASHBIe & IR H SR Twar frerh,” gaft sagen

= &gl

e Cyclone Ditwah is set to trigger heavy to very heavy rainfall in southem, delta, and
adjoining districts on Friday.

Achald fScarg YEHaR &I afal, el 3R S-U & forelt § Wit & 9ga udt auf
NIEEIEIE
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* Ared alert has been issued for four districts, including Nagapattinam.
ANTUfEH fed 9R el & fog Y8 srad ok faran w3

e Intense downpour may cover north Tamil Nadu and adjoining interior districts on
Saturday as the cyclone is expected to move closer to the region.

AR &I ol Iehald &F F 3R IR 3 B IS §, Al IR afarg iR 3m9-
U & 3fidfes Rl | dig auf &) gebel 21

e Six districts along the coast between Chengalpattu and Nagapattinam have been
issued a red alert, while 10 other districts, including Chennai, Tiruvallur, and
Vellore, have been issued an orange alert.

WU 3R ARTUFETH & s acrd &9 & Bg fordl o [od ¥8 3 SR foal T g,
gaﬁ?%a'{,ﬁwm:\r,ah?aﬁh?v%am 3= foralt & forg ST 3rerd SRy fasan
|
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Polity

1. | SC asks govt. to regulate content on Internet

T A PR | Feve W 9 &1 fafafia #33 & we1

2. | Teacher-BLOs have ‘no authority’ to decide on citizenship of voters,
petitioners tell SC

HATR-BLOs & UTH HAGTAISN B AN AT 79 B BT ‘PIS AfUPR
T8, Gifeepredrel 2 SC d Hgl

3.
Burden of proof
Ifad H31 BT I

4. | The Kamalesan case and its simple lesson
FUAHT T 3R HPT TA GaF
Governance

5. | Cyclone Ditwah to bring intense rainfall till the weekend in T.N.
Tehdld fSedrg dwTgid d® diia-rg 3 dig a9l arem

International Relations

6.
India and Indonesia make progress on BrahMos deal at Defence
Ministers’ Dialogue
&1 w1l B araf # URa iR gSHRMT A 9EN Hid W wifd @it
7.

Parents say they have been kept in the dark over abducted Nigerian
children
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Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

he Supreme Court
T on Thursday asked

the Ministry of In-
formation and Broadcast-
ing to work on guidelines
for user-generated content
to protect innocents from
becoming victims of ob-
scene, even perverse, “an-
ti-national” or personally
damaging online content.

The top court consi-
dered the idea of an “im-
partial and autonomous
authority”, neither bound
to private broadcasters nor
the government, to vet
“prima facie permissible”
content.

A Bench of Chief Justice
of India Surya Kant and
Justice Joymalya Bagchi
said user-generated con-

body ’ to vet ‘prima facie permissible’ content

tent, potentially disastrous
to reputations or even hav-
ing “adult content”, go vi-
ral even before social me-
dia intermediaries could
take them down.

Aadhaar suggestion

At one point, referring to
the easy access to uncurat-
ed material online, the
court said a few seconds of
‘adult content’ warning
was not enough. It suggest-
ed further checks such as
sharing Aadhaar details to
verify the age of users.

The Chief Justice found
it “very strange” the phe-
nomenon that users could
create their own online
channels and still be not
accountable to anyone. “Is
there no sense of responsi-
bility?” he asked.

The court clarified that

e

ALY

it did not intend to have
the proposed guidelines
for user-generated content
“tinker” with free speech.
Though the right was sub-
ject to reasonable regula-
tion under Article 19(2) of
the Constitution, it was ne-
vertheless to be respected
and protected. However,
misuse of online speech
has exposed millions of in-

Dissent is part of
democracy. Every

day people write against the
government. But the problem
~ arises when you suddenly put
something on YouTube and
there are millions and millions
who are victimised

JUSTICE SURYA KANT

Chief Justice of India

nocent people to abuse.
They too have a right to be
protected, it reasoned.

‘Millions victimised”

“Dissent is part of democ-
racy. Every day people
write against the govern-
ment. But the problem ar-
ises when you suddenly
put something on YouTube
and there are millions and

SC asks govt. to regulate content on Internet

T A PR A geve R Il &1 fafafia #31 9 &g

o The court suggests ‘impartial, and autonomous body’ to vet ‘prima facie
permissible’ content

3rerad A e 3R T e &1 g foar S wm Tvan s I &t o

B

Court says victims of online abuse have to be
protected, and seeks ‘preventive mechanisms’

millions who are victi-
mised. They do not have a
voice. They do not have a
platform, and by the time
they rush to court, the
damage is done,” Chief Jus-
tice Kant said, highlighting
the need for guidelines.

Advocate Prashant
Bhushan said any guide-
lines restraining free
speech mandated prior
and extensive public con-
sultations, to be initiated
by the Union government.

He cautioned that the
term ‘anti-national’ was
both overbroad and
ambiguous.

The Chief Justice said
there were enough laws to
turn to after the damage
was done. Victims could
approach court for damag-
es or opt for criminal pro-
ceedings. But there was

SC asks govt. to regulate content on Internet

The court suggests ‘impartial, and autonomous

A takedown takes 24 hours; in that time the
harm is already done, Justice Bagchi says

nothing to protect them
before the post went on-
line.

“A takedown takes at
least 24 hours. By the time
it is effectuated, the harm
is already done. Social me-
dia is mercurial, goes
across borders and is trans-
mitted in seconds. This
preventive exercise is not
to throttle anyone but to
have a certain degree of
stick. Technology with Al
makes you (social media
intermediaries) enormous-
ly powerful, to curate your
material, assess its impact.
Platforms are monetising
content,” Justice Bagchi
observed.

The judge termed prose-
cution of the creator of the
offending social media
post a “post-occurrence
penalty”, saying “we must

have preventive mechan-
isms to ensure there is no
spread of misinformation,
loss of property as well as
sometimes lives”.

Senior advocate Amit Si-
bal, for Indian Broadcast
and Digital Foundation, ex-
pressed reservations about
the court using the term
“preventive’ to describe the
proposed guidelines. ‘Pre-
ventive’ could be read as
“pre-censorship’, Mr. Sibal
said.

He suggested changing
the prefix to ‘effective’.

“The difficulty we are
facing is the response time.
By the time intermediaries
respond to such content, it
has already gone viral. Mil-
lions of viewership, etc.
How do you plug that gap?
That is the question,” Jus-
tice Bagchi emphasised.

e Court says victims of online abuse have to be protected, and seeks ‘preventive
mechanisms’

3reTad bedl & b SfFargd gadaeR & Nedl &1 e &) o =nfe, ok Frar®
GERCIR G

o A takedown takes 24 hours; in that time the harm is already done, Justice Bagchi

says

g%mﬁzﬂ%wﬁ%’;wwwwammé,mmm
|

e The Supreme Court on Thursday asked the Ministry of Information and Broadcasting
to work on guidelines for user-generated content to protect innocents from becoming
victims of obscene, even perverse, “anti-national” or personally damaging online

content.

T I A AR BT FIAT 3R TR HATT § goR-ofd Irmft & fo feenfdsr
dUR B DI gl iich Fefs o sreefte, fagpd, «rg-faRied, o safaemma wu @
BIMBRS e Al & RBR 7 541
e The top court considered the idea of an “impartial and autonomous authority”,
neither bound to private broadcasters nor the government, to vet “prima facie
permissible” content.
=i srgrerd A “fFerener 3R T WIfRIERor & SiguRoN W 9 e, ot = fAsh
TIR®! & §4T 81 7 BRI, 3R “TH THAT 0T It & o |
o A Bench of Chief Justice of India Surya Kant and Justice Joymalya Bagchi said
user-generated content, potentially disastrous to reputations or even having “adult
content”, go viral even before social media intermediaries could take them down.

YR & T i 3 sid iR i Sraaredt aeT &1 Uis = $gl & IoR-
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S TR, S UfasT & e farRiet 8) Tt 8 a1 “Tsee dee” o 8 Ul |,
reret Hifear e & geM 9 Ugd o arRd 8l o g

Aadhaar suggestion

ST gTd

e At one point, referring to the easy access to uncurated material online, the court said
a few seconds of ‘adult content’ warning was not enough.
TS fig W, Sfars fom 3¢ Il &t o ugd &1 R vd gU sfelTad = &gl fas
PO UDS B! ‘TSee P dara-l Wi Tl |

e |t suggested further checks such as sharing Aadhaar details to verify the age of
users.

T STANTR 3T Pt Y FATUT B & foTT MR faaRor T - oY 3R Wi
U G|

o The Chief Justice found it “very strange” the phenomenon that users could create
their own online channels and still be not accountable to anyone.

R A S “agd SfSiia” R b SNl S0 SR o d a1 9dhd &
fthe ot forddt & Ufdl Siareics 8l gid|
o “Is there no sense of responsibility?” he asked.
T By FTHIGRT BT T a1 82" I8 BTl
e The court clarified that it did not intend to have the proposed guidelines for user-
generated content “tinker” with free speech.

3farad - Wy fhar i ganfad fexnfAa=i &1 3= sifiafad & Wdadl ¥ “DsaT1s”
FRAT TRl B

e Though the right was subject to reasonable regulation under Article 19(2) of the
Constitution, it was nevertheless to be respected and protected.

g T8 IfBR Tfaur & Srgede 19(2) & ded IfId ufase & aref= 8, 39
SaGIE ST T 3R TRE0T 1 T
¢ However, misuse of online speech has exposed millions of innocent people to abuse.
BT, Sfi-Teg UINUT & G¥UaNT A ARdl gy AT &1 godagR & Ufd IoR fohar gl
e They too have a right to be protected, it reasoned.

3eTad 1 Hel fb 3= H TRefur &7 ISR B

‘Millions victimised’

o “Dissent is part of democracy. Every day people write against the government. But
the problem arises when you suddenly put something on YouTube and there are
millions and millions who are victimised.

“IgAR Abaa &I fgwl g1 &R o A WRHR & faamw forad § 1 A wown a9
3l 8 T 311U 3fAMd egd |R S SA od & IR ar@l-dist an difed g1 o g
e They do not have a voice. They do not have a platform, and by the time they rush to
court, the damage is done,” Chief Justice Kant said, highlighting the need for
guidelines. '
1% URY 3MTATS! T8} g | 31 U Plg Hal 181 7, 3R ofd I d 3feTeid Ugdd g,
TS B gHT BT 8,” T Ireher wia 7 fexnfAden &t saadhal R YTl STad
gU el
¢ Advocate Prashant Bhushan said any guidelines restraining free speech mandated
prior and extensive public consultations, to be initiated by the Union government.

S{fTardT URTIA YUT 1 Hel o 3faafaa & Wadadr &1 it o ardl foeit ot
ST |

e He cautioned that the term ‘anti-national’ was both over-broad and ambiguous.

3B Farat § i - fRted weg srafie s ofR oy B
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The Chief Justice said there were enough laws to turn to after the dama as done.
g@mﬁ%ﬁm%mﬁﬁ%mm@ﬁ%ﬁﬂmﬁw%@
Victims could approach court for damages or opt for criminal proceedings.
ffea gamawt & AT 3reTed ©1 TW o Ghd ¢ a1 MRS Sradarg! I 9ohd ¢ |
But there was nothing to protect them before the post went online.
AP URe & 3 811 T U ST 38T & it 5 181 3
“A takedown takes at least 24 hours. By the time it is effectuated, the harm is already
done. Social media is mercurial, goes across borders and is transmitted in seconds.
“TH CHEIST H HH ¥ HY 24 G T § | IT9 P Jg YTA! BIdl 5, THIH &l T oIl
g1 R Hfear ae-ariR &, WA1sh & UR Sl & 3R Y| B URd gIdl & |
This preventive exercise is not to throttle anyone but to have a certain degree of
stick.
%mgmmﬁ@ﬁ%mﬁﬁwﬁ%wﬁmgﬁ%

I

Technology with Al makes you (social media intermediaries) enormously powerful, to
curate your material, assess its impact.
T3TE ATl Il SMUD! (TR HIf ST AeqRy} &) Safies Wfda=imel -1 g, dlfds
3T SOt Il Y FgRe R T 3R ITDb YHTT BT HTH A R T |
Platforms are monetising content,” Justice Bagchi observed.
TR BT G R R ¥, e S A el

The judge termed prosecution of the creator of the offending social media post a
“post-occurrence penalty”, saying “we must have preventive mechanisms to
ensure there is no spread of misinformation, loss of property as well as sometimes
lives”.
=i 3 SufRisTes et Hif$ar dike & Fuiar & Raares sifids o «ger-

JURId €87 Hgl, T8 Hed gd [P ‘81 MaR® o= IG-T d1eT dlfdh TTerd SIHBRT Bl
TR, YUl &1 A 3R Hil-d o1 &1 THaH A 81
Senior advocate Amit Sibal, for Indian Broadcast and Digital Foundation, expressed
reservations about the court using the term ‘preventive’ to describe the proposed
guidelines.

aRy sifigadr siftra fRrsTa, URT TR &R fefed BreseH & iR 9, warfad
R ¥ RIT siererd gRT FIaR®” Weq 1 SUENT 5T o TR IRy o a1
‘Preventive’ could be read as ‘pre-censorship’, Mr. Sibal said.
ot Rrsget 2 Fgl for FaR® &1 qd-SWRRw & ©u § el o 9ol g
He suggested changing the prefix to ‘effective’.
FEGADR YUY B D1 A4 fear|

“The difficulty we are facing is the response time. By the time intermediaries respond
to such content, it has already gone viral.
g1 ORI HISTS BT T B IR & I8 § Ufaferar Tug| 99 db Heay VT qri W)
gidfshal d €, T8 Usel 81 araRe 81 gl Bl & |
Millions of viewership, etc. How do you plug that gap? That is the question,” Justice
Bagchi emphasised.
%@ﬁmm 31| ST I SR BT HY 112 TG YT @, AR T A IR

I
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Teacher-BLOs have ‘no authority’ to decide
on citizenship of voters, petitioners tell SC

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Petitioners in the Supreme
Court on Thursday flagged
the Election Commission
(EC)’s “dangerous and un-
reasonable” move to have
schoolteachers, deployed
as booth-level officers
(BLOs) in the special inten-
sive revision (SIR) exercise,
determine the citizenship
of voters.

Appearing before a
Bench of Chief Justice Su-
rya Kant and Joymalya Bag-
chi, senior advocates Kapil
Sibal and A.M. Singhvi said
the court had spent the
past months of SIR hear-
ings giving the “healing
touch”, while in the pro-
cess relegating to the back-
ground the law that inten-
sive revisions ought to be
limited to a constituency
or a small group, and not
done en masse, State after
State, across the country.

Teacher-BLOs have ‘no authority’ to decide on citizenship of voters,

Booth-level officers assist voters to fill out enumeration forms for
the special intensive revision in Bikaner, on Thursday. PTI

Mr. Sibal submitted that
the Representation of the
People Act (ROPA), 1950,
required a person to be 18
years of age and be ordina-
rily resident in a consti-
tuency to be eligible for re-
gistration in the electoral
roll. He said that Aadhaar
could very well be used to
verify both these details.

The senior lawyer said a
BLO had no authority to
determine citizenship.

petitioners tell SC
dFR-BLOs & U HoGIarsil &t ARGl 99 H- BT ‘P ATUDR T8,

ifedTedret 3 SC | gl

Petitioners in the Supreme Court on Thursday flagged the Election Commission
(EC)'s “dangerous and unreasonable” move to have school teachers, deployed as
booth-level officers (BLOs) in the special intensive revision (SIR) exercise,
determine the citizenship of voters.
gfaTahdislt F TeaR & T HIE § T SN (EC) & “[aR-TP 3N I
HeH B Wit faar, fored 9y T8+ G-RI&UI (SIR) 31 H FY-Xa8T Sy
(BLOs) & =0 B Fad @ d 1&gl &I AagTarsi @1 ARTRSdr 0 & &1 H1H fadr

T g

“Whether a person is an
Indian citizen or not is de-
cided by the Ministry of
Home Affairs. Whether a
person is of unsound mind
is decided by the compe-
tent court. Laws like Pre-
vention of Corruption Act
and the Representation of
the People Act would form
the statutory basis for dis-
qualifying a person from
the electoral roll. You can-
not ask the BLO to ascer-

tain all this,” Mr. Sibal said.

He accused the Election
Commission (EC) of sup-
planting the entire proce-
dure for the revision of
electoral roll. “Introduc-
tion of enumeration forms
and shifting of burden of
proof of citizenship... It is
like the burden of proof
placed on a foreigner. The
conditions  exclusionary
which were existing before
Independence is now ex-
isting after Independence,”
Mr. Sibal submitted.

‘Beyond its domain’

Mr. Singhvi called the SIR
an en masse exercise de-
vised by the EC imagining
there was a “huge, ma-
rauding influx” of illegal
immigrants into India. He
said in the bargain, “crores
and crores of people, State
after State, are being asked
to prove their citizenship.
Where is the EC’s jurisdic-
tion to do this? Article 324

[power of the EC to con-
duct elections] cannot be
used to plug holes in the
EC’s jurisdiction... Is the
EC saying that an elector’s
presence in the 2024 and
2025 rolls is as a presump-
tive guest?” he asked.

The counsel said the
power of the EC under Sec-
tion 21(3) of ROPA to “di-
rect a special revision of
the electoral roll of any
constituency or a part of a
constituency in such man-
ner as it may think fit” can-
not be interpreted as an en
masse exercise.

He argued that, even if
the poll commission had to
assess citizenship for the
purpose of voting, it could
only be done if someone
raised an objection. Other-
wise, there were two laws,
the Foreigners Act and the
Citizenship Act, which go-
verned illegal immigrants.

The court adjourned the
hearing to December 2.

Appearing before a Bench of Chief Justice Surya Kant and Joymalya Bagchi,
senior advocates Kapil Sibal and A.M. Singhvi said the court had spent the past
months of SIR hearings giving the “healing touch”, while in the process relegating to
the background the law that intensive revisions ought to be limited to a constituency
or a small group, and not done en masse, State after State, across the country

g@rm&ﬁ%q&mﬁmﬁﬁ%%@&rm@ﬁ

Sfferaat Hive Risve ok Tuw. mﬁaﬁrﬁ?mﬁﬁﬁnﬁ:ﬁﬁsmwﬁﬁ
& GRM “gifeiT ez foan, a8 39 uftear & 39 & &) guy & s1at faan mar e
3R T TReur faseft fafem & a1 81 g ao Wiftyd g1 anfee, 7 fs @ wr A
T AT (en masse) 1 & §1¢ Is4) § foban ST Amfgu|
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e Mr. Sibal submitted that the Representation of the People Act (ROPA), 1950,
required a person to be 18 years of age and be ordinarily resident in a constituency to
be eligible for registration in the electoral roll.

o Rs3dt 1 &a1 fob o1 ufafAfera sifafeas (RoPA), 1950 & SR foedt wfdd o
18 I8 &1 BT 3R fardt g & & wmg =0 1 R/ HA1 Aaerdr gt & uefieor
& for simawas 21

e He said that Aadhaar could very well be used to verify both these details.

I5i Pgl [ STUR BT IUUNT 3 G fAaRUT 1 FATUd I o foIT St 9 foban
S AT g |

e The senior lawyer said a BLO had no authority to determine citizenship.

IRT @I A Hel {6 BLO & U AR dr FufiRa #31 &1 &1 sifter T8 81

o “Whether a person is an Indian citizen or not is decided by the Ministry of Home
Affairs. Whether a person is of unsound mind is decided by the competent court.
Laws like Prevention of Corruption Act and the Representation of the People Act
would form the statutory basis for disqualifying a person from the electoral roll. You
cannot ask the BLO to ascertain all this,” Mr. Sibal said.

“DIs Afad YR ARRS ¢ I1 Ta] Tg g HATAT 0 Bl ¢ | DIg Al Hegles ¢ a1
e g8 &M SEd o0 $all ¢ | PR faror sf¥ifraw ok o+ ufafafia
Siferfras S B Aerard Gt A {62l 1 3 3 &1 dule SIUR §d 81 31y
BLO ¥ I8 ¥4 FUIRd 33 &I 181 e udhd,” i Rissat A a1l

e He accused the Election Commission (EC) of supplanting the entire procedure for
the revision of electoral roll.

e TG AT (EC) W Hfeldl i & GG &1 g8t ufehar $) aga a4 &1 3RU
TR

o “Introduction of enumeration forms and shifting of burden of proof of citizenship... It is
like the burden of proof placed on a foreigner. The conditions exclusionary which
were existing before Independence are now existing after Independence,” Mr. Sibal
submitted.

“TUMHT TIH 1 YH3ATT 3R AFTRBA b Jgd BT HR I&d 1. T6 fadwh I Igd &1
HR T o1 8 | IfESHRUTPTRY (exclusionary) FRUTYET S W= @ Uga Avig off, 3@
WGdAd & S Hivle &, ot Rissa = wanl

‘Beyond its domain’

3= SAfYPR & I T

e Mr. Singhvi called the SIR an en masse exercise devised by the EC imagining there
was a “huge, marauding influx” of illegal immigrants into India.
o} Riedt 3 w81 fb SIR T T AN (en masse) 31919 g S EC 7 98 Hed1 axb
TR a1 for URd & dy yarRat &1 o=, [ RIeR! yare” g1 el 6|

e He said in the bargain, “crores and crores of people, State after State, are being
asked to prove their citizenship.
IR & W B ]| R

e Where is the EC’s jurisdiction to do this? Article 324 [power of the EC to conduct
elections] cannot be used to plug holes in the EC’s jurisdiction... Is the EC saying that
an elector’'s presence in the 2024 and 2025 rolls is as a presumptive guest?” he
asked.
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SIRs enumeration process of putting the
onus on residents for eligibility is flawed

T he Election Commission of India (ECI)’s

SIR of electoral rolls, being held in 12

States and Union Territories (UT), de-
mands urgent judicial scrutiny due to its imple-
mentation and its base methodology. While the
Supreme Court continues to hear challenges to
the constitutionality of the SIR process pioneered
in Bihar, the same flawed approach is being per-
sisted with in other States. Voters are to fill enum-
eration forms delivered by Block Level Officers
(BLO) and match their details against electoral
rolls from 2002-2005. Though data from Bihar
suggest that the process did not dramatically al-
ter election outcomes, it saw a sharp decline in
the gender ratio of the electorate. Other localised
distortions also warrant concern. The ECI claims
that enumeration forms have been delivered to
most electors in the 12 States and UTs, but ge-
nuine voters continue to scramble for forms, and
confusion persists about the documentation re-
quired for enrolment on the draft rolls due next
month. The guideline mandating that BLOs visit
households appears to be only on paper. The
Gauhati High Court, in Dr. Manmohan Singh
(1999), interpreted requirements in the Repre-
sentation of the People Act, 1950 expansively: an
ordinary resident is a habitual resident with the
intention to dwell permanently — whom any rea-
sonable person would accept as a resident of that
place. Operating from this principle, the ECI and
the judiciary have historically presumed that any
resident adult was, by default, a valid voter.

The SIR inverts this presumption. Regardless
of having voted earlier, every elector must now
prove their legitimacy against old records or doc-
uments listed by the ECI. This shifting of the bur-
den, from the state to citizens, risks major disen-
franchisement, especially married women and
migrants, as in Bihar. As courts have recognised,
astrict interpretation of the “ordinarily resident”
requirement can vitiate the democratic process.
During hearings on Bihar, the Court focused on
implementation, placing the onus of protecting
genuine voters on party representatives and legal
volunteers. It did not examine whether the en-
umeration form methodology passes constitu-
tional muster, nor did it address persisting inac-
curacies in revised rolls - likely a consequence of
harried BLOs leaving errors uncorrected. The
ECI could have chosen a more patient door-to-
door verification to ensure universal adult fran-
chise, complemented by technology-driven de-
duplication. Instead, it doubled down on an ap-
proach that prioritises “purifying” the rolls over
protecting the franchise. As the SIR expands, the
Court must move beyond procedural oversight to
examine the process’s constitutional founda-
tions. What is essential is a clear directive restor-
ing the burden of accurate enrolment to the ECI
rather than leaving citizens to prove that they be-
long on rolls they have been on for years.

EC &1 3RIPR &7 F8l ¢ U8 Ud B BI? 3Iede 324 [T
P B EC B Y] BT STANT EC F AfUBR & Pt bt
@1 4RA F for 7T fova S Topa... 1 EC 8 36T § [ 2024
3¥ 2025 P Aagar G & fH Aaea & IuffS T
ST A & F0 o 527 I 4B
° The counsel said the power of the EC under Section
21(3) of ROPA to “direct a special revision of the electoral roll
of any constituency or a part of a constituency in such a
manner as it may think fit” cannot be interpreted as an en
masse exercise.

goId 2 el fh ROPA @1 URT 21(3) & dgd fhal fHara &=
7 I fordl fex & Aaerdr gt & fagiv geeiemn &1 fAdwr 3=
Gl Ecﬁﬁaﬁmm(en masse) 3G & =g H T8
HHLT Sl HehdT|

. He argued that, even if the poll commission had to

assess citizenship for the purpose of voting, it could only be
done if someone raised an objection.

I b fean [ afe gma 3T ) AdeH & ST 1
ANRGAT &1 3Ha- BT W 81, dl I8 Had ad fbar 5

T ¢ OId DS SATURI SSTTY

. Otherwise, there were two laws, the Foreigners Act
and the Citizenship Act, which governed illegal
immigrants.

YT, & DT — fac=ht srftfeam (Foreigners Act) 3R
ArTRar AfUFTH (Citizenship Act) — 3¢ TaTfRyaY &1
fifa #vd B
. The court adjourned the hearing to December 2.

SGTAd = GrAdTs B 2 fewiaR T wffia &= fean

Burden of proof

TIfad B34 BT drE

. SIR’s enumeration process of putting the onus on
residents for eligibility is flawed

SIR 31 TUMT ufhan forg® urrar & fore Rarfal ur ater
(onus)gfaﬁmw%, W%

SIR of electoral rolls and concerns

HdeTdT Jat & SIR 3R fiamng

. The Election Commission of India (ECI)'s SIR of
electoral rolls, being held in 12 States and Union
Territories (UT), demands urgent judicial scrutiny due to its
implementation and its base methodology.
YR (aa ST (ECI) 1 Haeral Jdt & SIR, S 12 Il
3R P R v J B @) R, SHS i 3R
gwwﬁ-ﬂ@ﬁ%mmwmﬁmm
I
° While the Supreme Court continues to hear
challenges to the constitutionality of the SIR process
pioneered in Bihar, the same flawed approach is being
persisted with in other States.

e WA B fagR & Y& &1 7% SIR Ulhar o
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GAeTTeRaT 1 A 3 e afRrIaT o GrFaré St 7@ gU R, It FRyul akieT o el
ff SO=TT ST @I B |

Voters are to fill enumeration forms delivered by Block Level Officers (BLO) and match their
details against electoral rolls from 2002-2005.

TdGIaTstt &1 BLO R U 7T TgARRM HIH 4R § 3IR 30+ faaRur 2002-2005 &1 Aaardl g2t
A M gl
Though data from Bihar suggest that the process did not dramatically alter election outcomes,
it saw a sharp decline in the gender ratio of the electorate.
10T I B S I & 20 Fer 2 o RO 1 gt i 4 e, i
HaeTdl fRT ergura # iy fiRmae et T |
Other localised distortions also warrant concern.

3 R fagfaar ot fefar &1 fawa €1
The ECI claims that enumeration forms have been delivered to most electors in the 12 States
and UTs, but genuine voters continue to scramble for forms, and confusion persists about the
documentation required for enrolment on the draft rolls due next month.

ECI &1 31T § 5 12 T} 3R UTs H ifIepi=t Herararall &) TR »id ¢ R U g, dfes
IRAfd® Ao 3 Ht BiH & T Yo 3@ €, 3R AT He - 3 alcll SI9e Adaldl it & forg
HTTAH XAl DI ABR YT 1 g3 5|
The guideline mandating that BLOs visit households appears to be only on paper.

BLOs §RT TR-UR 911 &1 (&2 $ad HRTeN W g [G@ms ol 3|
The Gauhati High Court, in Dr. Manmohan Singh (1999), interpreted requirements in the
Representation of the People Act, 1950 expansively: an ordinary resident is a habitual
resident with the intention to dwell permanently.

TATRTE o HTed - 81, B8 Rig (1999) ¥ o= ufafaftra siféf=raw, 1950 &t
SIS TS P! [ TS BT T A HaRH 98 & o Rl ¥4 9 T & 3308 4 FHafia
R EERERIES
Operating from this principle, the ECI and the judiciary have historically presumed that any
resident adult was, by default, a valid voter.

39 RIgid & MR W ECI 3R RIS WRFTA FU | A I3 & [ 315 o aores Farh
Sl U ¥ 9y Haard il 5|

The SIR inverts this presumption.

SIR 39 AT ! 3¢ adll &

Regardless of having voted earlier, every elector must now prove their legitimacy against old
records or documents listed by the ECI.

Ugd AdeH a1 81 a1 781, 31 U Adaldl dI 30T d8dl R Reble a1 ECI gRT JHeag
SIS & SMYR R HIfdd BT I

This shifting of the burden, from the state to citizens, risks major disenfranchisement,
especially married women and migrants, as in Bihar.

IS B g F ANRSD! TR ST 98 TAH TR HANUSR a9 HT oliad U1 ol 5, faRwaR
f9BR &1 e faarfed Afgensht ok waial & feru

As courts have recognised, a strict interpretation of the “ordinarily resident” requirement can
vitiate the democratic process.

SfETerdt = AT § o A= faRiy” &t HoR aren didsdite Uioa & JHIfad &R dadl ¢
During hearings on Bihar, the Court focused on implementation, placing the onus of
protecting genuine voters on party representatives and legal volunteers.

f9ER R GHarE & GRM, I A HRA-ag- WR &= fom 3R IRafds Taerarstt &t JRefm &7 YR
Iorifae ufafAfert iR ST Wddds! W S 3

It did not examine whether the enumeration form methodology passes constitutional muster,
nor did it address persisting inaccuracies in revised rolls — likely a consequence of harried
BLOs leaving errors uncorrected.

I T8 7181 U o TR BT &1 UG f Saenfiss saret R W Sava § a1 Tat, 7 8
TN AT gfeat & SRt Ffeat o Y farar — S SHaa: Seaarel! B &R @ BLOs
BRI 3FYYR I8 U

The ECI could have chosen a more patient door-to-door verification to ensure universal
adult franchise, complemented by technology-driven deduplication.
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ECI U 31 S0l eR-ER [eamu= I qahl T, o davmiias STeniRa Guelteh=I geq 4
YRh I-I-T ST HebdT YTl
e |Instead, it doubled down on an approach that prioritises “purifying” the rolls over protecting

the franchise.

TS T9I, I Ueh TH Rih WR SR {1 Sl AR &1 QR&m ¥ it Tacrar i o
"R’ R B! YTUfiIehar ST g |

e As the SIR expands, the Court must move beyond procedural oversight to examine the
process’s constitutional foundations.

S-S SIR o7 AR Bld1 8, BIE Bl Uihareds FTRIT T 3 sgax Ufshar &1 Haurfae Hta

&I S B! ANy

o What is essential is a clear directive restoring the burden of accurate enrolment to the ECI,
rather than leaving citizens to prove that they belong on rolls they have been on for years.

T ISP ¢ fb ECI R Tgl AHiH &1 < ggTdt fobar 9w, 7 fob At &) g Infad
I & fore BiS fear 9 o 3 auf & Adara g # 3

The Kamalesan case and its simple lesson

very democracy faces moments when
two values, both legitimate and which
are deeply held, collide. The case of
Lieutenant Samuel Kamalesan,
dismissed from the Indian Army for refusing to
enter the sanctum of his regiment’s temple or
gurdwara during mandatory parades, is one such
clash. The Delhi High Court upheld the dismissal
(Samuel Kamalesan vs Union of India), and the
Supreme Court of India declined to interfere. The
legal result is clear. The moral unease remains.
The Court relied on military necessity,
discipline and the power given by the
Constitution under Article 33. The judgment
places his refusal within the frame of
disobedience of a lawful command rather than
the practice of personal faith. Seen through that
narrow lens, the courts acted exactly as they
believe they should in military matters: defer to
the generals. But that deference should not end
the national conversation. When two legitimate
values collide — conscience and cohesion — the
tragedy is not simply that one side must lose. The
tragedy is when institutions forget that
accommodation is often possible, and often wise.

The Army’s perspective

No one can dismiss what the Indian Army told
the Court. A commanding officer in a fixed-class
regiment must be accepted by the men he leads
into war. Ritual and ceremony, though rooted in
faith, serve as instruments of morale. Officers are
expected to participate fully to strengthen their
bond with the troops. The Indian Army saw the
officer’s stance as distancing, even if he meant it
respectfully. The Court accepted this view.
Military ethos demands unity. And no institution
in India has preserved unity more honourably
than the Indian Army. Whether in Kashmir or in
Ladakh, whether rescuing civilians in floods or
leading missions of the United Nations, the Indian
Army has had a proud record of respecting
diversity while building common purpose.

A recent example bears repeating. Colonel
Sofiya Qureshi was projected by the Indian Army
as the face of Operation Sindoor during press
briefings. Her leadership, confidence and
professionalism were celebrated nationally. It was
a reminder that the Indian Army has often been
ahead of civilian society in giving space, honour
and responsibility to women and to officers from
every faith and region. That inclusive spirit is one
of the Indian Army’s strengths, and the country
takes pride in it. Which is why the Kamalesan
case stings.

One cannot read the facts without seeing
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When duty
meets
conscience, the
real test lies in
finding a way
for both

0 coexist

sincerity in his stance. He attended the parades.
He respected the customs. He removed his shoes,
tied the turban and stood with his troops. His
only request was not to enter the sanctum during
ritual worship, a core doctrinal issue for many
Protestant Christians. The situation brings to
mind Chariots of Fire, the story of Eric Liddell,
who would not race on a Sunday. Instead of
punishing him, the British Olympic team
reorganised its entire plan. He competed on a
different day. He won gold. The world did not fall
apart. A small accommodation upheld both
conscience and team spirit. If an Olympic team
could bend, even slightly, to preserve a sincere
belief, could the Army top brass not have done so
here?

A lost officer and a lost signal

The loss in this case is larger than one career. The
Indian armed forces may have lost a potentially
fine officer. But, more importantly, the message
the decision sends to minority soldiers is
unsettling: that even when you attend the parade,
stand with the unit, and show respect, your
personal limit of conscience counts for nothing.

India’s military unity has never been built on
majoritarian comfort. It has been built on trust.
Sikh, Muslim, Hindu and Christian soldiers fought
as one in 1965 and 1971, stood together in Kargil,
and serve together today across insurgency
zones. Soldiers from minority faiths should never
have reason to wonder whether they will be
asked to cross a line that their beliefs prohibit.

The courts may not have intended this
message. The Indian Army may not have
intended it either. But messages do not depend
solely on intention.

The judiciary’s instinct to defer to the military
is understandable. Courts lack the tools,
experience and institutional knowledge to
second-guess tactical or disciplinary decisions.
Yet, it is not correct to say that courts have always
stayed away. In the cases of women officers, the
Supreme Court forced a fundamental rethink of
long-standing military practice. It has intervened
in recruitment rules, pension rules and
promotion policies. Courts have reshaped the
Indian Army before, when equality demanded it.

In this case, the issue was modest: a sincere
religious objection to entering a sanctum during
worship. The officer did not refuse duty, did not
leave his post, and did not weaken the chain of
command. He stood respectfully outside, visible
to the men he led. The Court could have asked
whether the Indian Army’s approach satisfied the
test of proportionality, or whether a lighter touch

could achieve the same purpose while respecting
conscience. The judiciary had room, if it had
chosen to use it.

The principle in Bijoe Emmanuel and Ors. vs
State Of Kerala and Ors., where children who
would not sing the national anthem were still
protected because they stood respectfully, comes
to mind. Justice Chinnappa Reddy reminded the
nation: “our tradition teaches tolerance, our
philosophy preaches tolerance, and our
Constitution practises tolerance.” It is difficult not
to hear those words echo in this case.

A lesson from Dreyfus

The parallel to the Dreyfus affair is not exact, nor
should it be. But the warning it carries is real.
France’s military, proud and strong, allowed itself
to drift into prejudice one small step at a time.
Victor Hugo warned that armies lose their edge
when they lose their sense of justice. Even the
strongest institution can fall into a pattern where
ritual becomes rigidity and rigidity becomes
exclusion. India must guard against that drift. The
Indian Army is respected because it rises above
communal and political divides, because its
officers lead by example, and because it has
never demanded that faith be abandoned at the
barracks gate.

The most troubling part of this entire episode
is not the Court’s judgment, but that the matter
reached a court at all. This was a problem that
the senior leadership could have solved with one
conversation, one directive, or one thoughtful
accommodation. Instead, the issue hardened.
Positions froze. And the court became the
battleground for something that should have
been resolved within the walls of the regiment.
The Indian Army’s greatness has always come
from its ability to blend tradition with modernity,
discipline with empathy, authority with fairness.
In this case, that balance slipped.

The Kamalesan case offers a simple lesson.
When duty meets conscience, the real test is not
choosing one over the other but finding a way for
both to coexist. The Court stayed within its lane.
But the Indian Army, which has often shown
large-heartedness and flexibility, could have
shown it again here. A small accommodation
would have strengthened trust, preserved
discipline, and affirmed the message that every
soldier, of every faith, stands equal in the uniform
of India.

Justice Reddy said that “our Constitution
practises tolerance”. We honour that practice not
by forcing uniformity, but by understanding
when uniformity need not be forced.
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The Kamalesan case and its simple lesson

FHAHA HIHAT 3R SHBT I HIP

o Every democracy faces moments when two values, both legitimate and which are deeply
held, collide.

%swhao—crarﬁﬁ &0T} T T AT & SId &l Hed, ST a4 3R TeRTs J TR, Th-gaR § T
|

e The case of Lieutenant Samuel Kamalesan, dismissed from the Indian Army for refusing to
enter the sanctum of his regiment’s temple or gurdwara during mandatory parades, is one
such clash.

TN HHTT DI A, o6 STHBRT TS| b SR 310 ASTHC b HIR a1 oER
& MG B Uaw ¥ SIHR HRA IR HRI 1 & S6Rd fasa 1, U1 g1 Uh eavra ol

e The Delhi High Court upheld the dismissal (Samuel Kamalesan vs Union of India), and the
Supreme Court of India declined to interfere.

fcelt 3= ATy A safat B SRERR T (AT FHAG 9919 i+ HTw 3f3am) 3R
YR & Y HIC A &Y I F STHR I 3|
e The legal result is clear. The moral unease remains.

HI URome Wy g1 Afded Sragetdr &+t 38l ]

e The Court relied on military necessity, discipline and the power given by the Constitution
under Article 33.

ggmﬁﬁww,m@vﬁﬁméw@zw%aﬁwﬁwm
|

e The judgment places his refusal within the frame of disobedience of a lawful command rather
than the practice of personal faith.

fufg 3 7P FTHR P! AR TR & 3T &b IO I AT DT AR b IR H [T

e Seen through that narrow lens, the courts acted exactly as they believe they should in military
matters: defer to the generals.

=g o3 EBHI0N Y, 3farardl 3 agt fhar S 3 3 Al & ST A & SRl 6
TR T
e But that deference should not end the national conversation.

A Tg T PN T B JATG a1 BT AT

e When two legitimate values collide — conscience and cohesion — the tragedy is not simply
that one side must lose.

WS & 9Y Hed — ST SR Thefedl — THRId 8, A TG el g e gill fb bl vp
T&f Y gRAT I
e The tragedy is when institutions forget that accommodation is often pOSSIble and often wise.
Eﬁma*’raaa?ﬁ%aawrrq Yl Tl § b THTS SRR YHT BT § 3R SRR @ H_T
|

The Army’s perspective
T T

¢ No one can dismiss what the Indian Army told the Court.
Dis 1 98 1 ToR 3 Ta! IR bl oI YR ST = SfGTerd | Fall

e A commanding officer in a fixed-class regiment must be accepted by the men he leads into
war.

fhas-aa Yo & Teh HHIMET SHIR HI 39 WHe! gRI WHR o 1 a1fig g a8
g A ARl
¢ Ritual and ceremony, though rooted in faith, serve as instruments of morale.

I IR TRORTY, e 3T R M1TRG &, Fad & e BT B el |
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Officers are expected to participate fully to strengthen their bond with the troops.
SHTYHIRAT & 3rde &t A ¢ fos o AP & W1 3o Taie Aolgd HRA o Guf =9 & U d |
The Indian Army saw the officer's stance as distancing, even if he meant it respectfully.
YR T A ISR 1 R 1 g8 o1 & TG H <1, Yl 81 98 THMYad fohdl TR 81|
The Court accepted this view.

3{GTeTd A 39 VDIV Bl WIDHR foba |

Military ethos demands unity.

= a1 Tdl B HIT Rl g |

And no institution in India has preserved unity more honourably than the Indian Army.

3R HRA | P13 TR HRAG I D1 dRg TGS Tahdl B! g ol Tl 5 |

Whether in Kashmir or in Ladakh, whether rescuing civilians in floods or leading United

Nations missions, the Indian Army has had a proud record of respecting diversity while
building common purpose.

SR I A5 H 1, 91 H AFRDI DI Fa H 1 9 Y WA BT Add B | — YR
J1 &1 fafdear &1 THH R §T AMRE I s o1 TRayuf SfaerI @I 7 |

A recent example bears repeating.

T BIeRIT IaTER0 XM A B

Colonel Sofiya Qureshi was projected by the Indian Army as the face of Operation Sindoor
during press briefings.

UG ST & HRAT 1 7 Prict Hopf a1 PN Y TR RigR b1 =T |

Her leadership and professionalism were celebrated nationally.

3T A SR ARG B AP TR R W61 53|

It was a reminder that the Indian Army has often been ahead of civilian society in giving
space, honour and responsibility to women and to officers from every faith and region.

g 1S foardl & {5 YR I1 Afgansit 3R &R ud-a3 & SRSl 1 R, T 3R
rIERT &7 o SRR MRS 991 ¥ o1 <61 5

That inclusive spirit is one of the Indian Army’s strengths, and the country takes pride in it.
Tg FHTARR HTGT YR ST 1 TA1hall B QU &, SR 3 39 W T4 Il 5|

Which is why the Kamalesan case stings.

ST HHAGT BT AT T |

One cannot read the facts without seeing sincerity in his stance.

T Y U a1 TP SHMGRT Bl ToR (SIS g fhar ot g

He attended the parades.

98 US| fhd gul

He respected the customs.

IoiH GRURISA BT FHH foba|

He removed his shoes, tied the turban and stood with his troops.

I S IR, WISH areft 3R 39 Wt & IR WS g

His only request was not to enter the sanctum during ritual worship, a core doctrinal issue for
many Protestant Christians.

D! THAA el a5 ot 3 SrImies Yol & SR Mg | Ya=T 9 a1 US, S % Wievee
@Bﬁ%%ﬁdoctrinalﬂ%‘[%l

The situation brings to mind Chariots of Fire, the story of Eric Liddell, who would not race on
a Sunday.

Ig fRUFA Chariots of Fire 1 re faard 8, e the R d IaR &1 dieq A a1 &va B
Instead of punishing him, the British Olympic team reorganised its plan.

3% Sfed A & soir fafewn siicifues S A st aremr sae &l

He competed on a different day.

98 T R 4|

He won gold.

I Wl uge S

The world did not fall apart.

URINEEG]

A small accommodation upheld both conscience and team spirit.

NS T GAMISH 7 SARTEAT 3R S HIaT ST bt GRS 3|
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If an Olympic team could bend slightly to preserve a sincere belief, could the Army top brass
not have done so here?

e T 3 < dis I GHRISH & T b Tl §, o1 o1 91 & XY e RI agl T
T8 B I&Hhd U?

A lost officer and a lost signal

TP

T 31T IUPT 3R TH W1 g3 b

The loss in this case is larger than one career. The Indian armed forces may have lost a
potentially fine officer.

=9 e d THaH Rt Te HRIR § 9871 8| YR IR §at 3 GHId: T arg fRHR Bt
[l fem g g g1

But, more importantly, the message the decision sends to minority soldiers is unsettling: that
even when you attend the parade, stand with the unit, and show respect, your personal limit
of conscience counts for nothing.

A 31 Ty g8 § fb 59 fAvfg B sreiers A e & St G oiraT § a8 Ridee® g
o s & wfia 89, g & T WS 81 SR TWH @ & Savg U] SfaRTeT Pt AT
B DS HEd e

India’s military unity has never been built on majoritarian comfort. It has been built on trust.
YR &I I Tehal it 1 S5 gfaur R Smemid 81 361, afew fayg w s+ 81

Sikh, Muslim, Hindu and Christian soldiers fought as one in 1965 and 1971, stood together in
Kargil, and serve tg%_ither today across insurgency zones.

Rra, gfeem, fag DI A 1965 3R 1971 T TH T ASTS !, BRATA & A TS
B, 3R 31t ot fafsr 3uare & & Wy ¥ar 34 g

Soldiers from minority faiths should never have reason to wonder whether they will be asked
to cross a line that their beliefs prohibit.

ST 3T ATt AFH! BT it 1 T8 T Bl oeed g1 8iHT TNRT fob I8 ST HTRAT
P Ao IS IWGT UR B P Hal S|

The courts may not have intended this message. The Indian Army may not have intended it
either. But messages do not depend solely on intention.

JETadl BT I8 TSR S BT ST T8t X1 8T HRAR J1 o1 i 78T | AftrT TS Had 3¢ W
AR 7 o |

The judiciary’s instinct to defer to the military is understandable.

= A H RIS &1 GHGD bTd THgl § ST 5|

Courts lack the tools, experience and institutional knowledge to second-guess tactical or
d|SC|pI|nary decisions.

% U T IO AT SRS B! o) IR & JUHRUT, 3FHA 3R IR
SHBR 781 gl
Yet, it is not correct to say that courts have always stayed away.
ft5R i I8 He-T TE! el b fareid T G 3B 3|

In the cases of women officers, the Supreme Court forced a fundamental rethink of long-
standing military practlce

& Tal §, GHiH I A oS THT I Tl 3 38T 37 gArsit R geryd gAfdar

RN

It has intervened in recruitment rules, pension rules and promotion policies.
T el e, U= P ofR vt =il | gaad faar

Courts have reshaped the Indian Army before, when equallty demanded it.

T AT B SRl g3, Siereidt 3 uedt o YR AT B S d R |

In this case, the issue was modest: a sincere religious objection to entering a sanctum during
worship.

T AT B fawd TR AT G & SR THE B 7a% 7 a6 &1 T SHMSR Ui smufr
The officer did not refuse duty, did not leave his post, and did not weaken the chain of
command.

IBRT 7 STV STHR 781 fban, 1 81 Ul SISt 3R 7 8 HHM b & HHSR fha
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He stood respectfully outside, visible to the men he led.

I8 THMYdP TTeR TS T8, A0 ! ! et &d gul

The Court could have asked whether the Indian Army’s approach satisfied the test of
proportionality, or whether a lighter touch could achieve the same purpose while respecting
conscience.

DI U8 UP ThdT UT 35 o1 I BT aiehT SrUIfardpal @t HHIdt IR WRT Iakal ©, A T §eob
WA T I6) I BT B ThdT UT, SfeRTHT HT T 3@ gU|
The judiciary had room, if it had chosen to use it.

TR & I faded YI—afe a8 39 STaNT &A1 drgd |

The principle in Bijoe Emmanuel vs State of Kerala, where children who would not sing the
national anthem were still protected because they stood respectfully, comes to mind.

forsit TR 99T et WIS A BT Rl a1e STl &, ST8T I = T ael sl 1
3T GR&f <t 1S i 3 FHHYd® @S 3

Justice Chinnappa Reddy reminded the nation: “our tradition teaches tolerance, our
philosophy preaches tolerance, and.our Constitution practises tolerance.”

e ¥8Y A et R R Sfigwiar Rrardt |, §9RT 334 IfRWET &1 Iucw dar
®, 3R gURT WA Aigsu[ar &1 snarg HRa1 g1
It is difficult not to hear those words echo in this case.

9 A H 3 Wsal B ISl AT Do gl

A lesson from Dreyfus
P UHI01 T gah

The parallel to the Dreyfus affair is not exact, nor should it be. But the warning it carries is
real.

%;Ewmwﬁqﬁwqﬁ%ﬁﬁaﬂ%ma%wm@n%aﬁ:ﬁmm
|

France’s military, proud and strong, allowed itself to drift into prejudice one small step at a
time.

I 1 BT, TTafelt iR e, eR-4R qafue @) ok fraem @f|

Victor Hugo warned that armies lose their edge when they lose their sense of justice.

e g A Adrat & 2t 5 I8 ST =araty WH W SO UR @ et €

Even the strongest institution can fall into a pattern where ritual becomes rigidity and rigidity
becomes exclusion.

T Hofgg STy off 39 fRUfT & R ahclt § ST SIS ®olRdl, 3R HART afgShR a4
EIGIE]

India must guard against that drift.

HRd B 39 o= H dg I ST A1feul

The Indian Army is respected because it rises above communal and political divides, because
its officers lead by example, and because it has never demanded that faith be abandoned at
the barracks gate.

YR ST T ©§ T a8 e 3R IeHiad [AUsH 9 SR 3o! 5, Iq5
PR IR0 O HA &, 3R I HH AFDT T U MUT B 9P & A R Blg Bt
AT TG Bl |

The most troubling part of this entire episode is not the Court’s judgment, but that the matter
reached a court at all.

I R TP $T o fdToHe U] 3fared o1 Fufa 81 sfewp I8 © o Arve srgred a&
TE 1 ST

This was a problem that the senior leadership could have solved with one conversation, one
directive, or one thoughtful accommodation.

g YA U TaTe, U (e I U Wa-JHEHRR fHU T GHMEIS @ 87 & S Il |
Instead, the issue hardened. Positions froze. And the court became the battleground for
something that should have been resolved within the walls of the regiment.

YD oI AT HSR 81 77| Ul 510 778 | 3R SfeTerd a8 0THfH & 718 S g, IoTe &
iR 51 5 81 9dhd U1
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e The Indian Army’s greatness has always come from its ability to blend tradition with

modernity, discipline with empathy, authority with fairness.
T Bt HETHaT §H0 39 o1 H @1 € o a8 TRURT SR Smeyfapdr, SrRma= 3R

TeTIYfa, PR 3R =AM F1 Tgad §8 [ g |

¢ In this case, that balance slipped.
I A | 98 e fthad |

e The Kamalesan case offers a simple lesson.
FHHNT TR U IRA T el 3

o When duty meets conscience, the real test is not choosing one over the other but finding a
way for both to coexist.

S Paoq 3R SR THII 8, Ol IRATID TRl Ueb Bl A H -Te] dfewp a1 ) Ag-3ffRied
FaR A g gl
o The Court stayed within its lane.

PIE T T H BT

e But the Indian Army, which has often shown large-heartedness and flexibility, could have
shown it again here.

gmmnw,wmﬁmﬁwﬁwmwm%,uﬁﬁﬁwwm
|

e A small accommodation would have strengthened trust, preserved discipline, and affirmed the
message that every soldier, of every faith, stands equal in the uniform of India.

S T JHMISH A fayTE, SR, 3R 98 W= Holed foan gt o &% o &1 gx e
YR af § FaH B
o Justice Reddy said that “our Constitution practises tolerance”.

e Yt A FET AT fob “gURT WiAeT IfSWIAT T 31 IRl g1

¢ We honour that practice not by forcing uniformity, but by understanding when uniformity need
not be forced.

BH 39 Rigid & M Th=udT AU Ta] Sfch T8 JHHDR B & [P B Thyd
3Tage® &l gl
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India and Indonesia make
progress on BrahMos deal at
Defence Ministers Dialogue

NEW DELHI

India and Indonesia
strengthened their defence
partnership as Defence Mi-
nister Rajnath Singh and
Indonesian Defence Minis-
ter Sjafrie Sjamsoeddin co-
chaired the third India-In-
donesia Defence Ministers’
Dialogue in New Delhi on
Thursday. Both sides also
made notable progress on
the proposed BrahMos su-
personic missile deal.

A senior defence official
said the discussions reflect-
ed a “progressive ap-
proach” from both na-
tions, adding that the
agreement “might get
locked at the earliest”.

The Ministers recalled
Indonesian President Pra-
bowo Subianto’s visit to In-
dia as the Chief Guest for
Republic Day this year and
noted that his talks with
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi had bolstered the
Comprehensive Strategic

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh in a meeting with Indonesia's
Defence Minister Sjafrie Sjamsoeddin in New Delhi on Thursday. ANI

Partnership. The participa-
tion of 352 personnel from
the Indonesian Armed
Forces in the parade was
highlighted as a symbol of
defence cooperation.
According to the De-
fence Ministry, while reit-
erating their commitment
to a free, open, stable, and
prosperous Indo-Pacific,
the two sides emphasised
adherence to international
law and respect for sove-
reignty. They noted strong
alignment between the
ASEAN Outlook on the In-
do-Pacific and India’s Indo-
Pacific Oceans Initiative,

agreeing to intensify col-
laboration through multi-
lateral platforms such as
the Indian Ocean Rim As-
sociation, where India cur-
rently holds the chair.
Both countries were
committed to enhancing
cooperation in maritime
domain awareness, cyber-
resilience, and joint opera-
tional readiness. Indonesia
welcomed India’s proposal
to form a Joint Defence In-
dustry Cooperation Com-
mittee aimed at advancing
technology transfer, and
joint research and
development.

India and Indonesia make progress on BrahMos deal at Defence Ministers’
Dialogue

&1 wET B araf & 4Rd iR ESHRAT A wew Hie w wify #Y

¢ India and Indonesia strengthened their defence partnership as Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh and Indonesian Defence Minister Sjafrie Sjamsoeddin co-chaired the third India-
Indonesia Defence Ministers’ Dialogue in New Delhi on Thursday.

TedR &1 78 feeelt & e = werry Rig sk SSARr & a1 i Iorw) WrAgg 3
TR URA-gS IR Y& w3t aral 31 Tg-sree@ FRd gU HRd SR SSHR™T A s

I&T AR B ol b
. Both sidgs also made notable progress on the proposed BrahMos supersonic missile deal.
T geff 3 vRaTfad sen e Wt Ieag Il B

¢ A senior defence official said the discussions reflected a “progressive approach” from both
nations, adding that the agreement “might get locked at the earliest”.
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TS IR & SHBRY 3 e fb =afalt 3 QT G & “wmfersiter ef¥@ior &1 i ok s

a1 & qHhar “Seg I Seg 3ifaW ¥ & Thar g’ |

The Ministers recalled Indonesian President Prabowo Subianto’s visit to India as the Chief

Guest for Republic Day this year and noted that his talks with Prime Minister Narendra Modi
had bolstered the Comprehenswe Strategic Partnership.

TR A SSHRMAT & AUl year gioaiat 31 9 9y M oy & g sifafy & =0 d 3t
TS YR I DI TG BT 3R e fob Tem-eat TR W & 9 379! aTadid - s
OIS AR B Feled foba |
The participation of 352 personnel from the Indonesian Armed Forces in the parade was
highlighted as a symbol of defence cooperation.

A SSHRMATE =R gat & 352 Hifal Bt URiieRt &1 & JgaiT & Udie & 9 o
IR foam |
According to the Defence Ministry, while reiterating their commitment to a free, open,
stable, and prosperous Indo-Pacific, the two sides emphasised adherence to international
law and respect for soverelgnty

T AT & AR, Taad, T, FRT 3R I set-tfifre & ufd sro=t ufassar e
@,ﬁu&ﬁﬁmwr@uw%waﬁ?wwaswwwm|

They noted strong alignment between the ASEAN Outlook on the Indo-Pacific and India’s

Indo-Pacific Oceans Initiative, agreeing to intensify collaboration through multilateral

platforms such as the Indian Ocean Rim Association, where India currently holds the chair.

ITR TSI Mfre W SRR eRHI0 3R HRd 73 1 Aifre st sARTRRE % §a

TSI AR &1 3 a1, 3R gt 3 frw eiRiee S sguelta wet & mreom §

TGN M TR TgHf Fad &Y, Tt IadH & YR SHeaef g

Both countries were committed to enhancing cooperation in maritime domain awareness,

cyber-resmence and joint operational readiness.

%ﬁ%mw&? JATAY, HgaR-Aag, 3R Hgad uRema dart & 9gan sgH &
gfdes U

Indonesia welcomed India’s proposal to form a Joint Defence Industry Cooperation

Commlttee aimed at advancing technology transfer, and joint research and development.
TN geiaRor, 3R T SEYT T R $1 31 9gH 3279 3

T T&T IUNT JART FATA 91 & YR & UATd BT @RI b
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Parents say they have been kept in the
dark over abducted Nigerian children

No armed group has claimed responsibility for the latest mass abduction of 303 schoolchildren from Papiri last week; since then, 50 of the students
have escaped; authorities say the military has been mounting pressure on the gunmen, and that helicopters and ground troops have been deployed

el

patriotic

Pathshala
www.patrioticias.in

Associated Press
PAPIRI
everal parents of the
s over 300 schoolchil-
dren seized by

armed men in the latest
mass abduction in Nigeria
say the government has
told them nothing about
rescue efforts and that the
stress has been so high that
one of them has died of a
heart attack.

“Nobody from the go-
vernment has briefed us
about the abduction,” said
Emmanuel Ejeh, whose 12-
year-old son was taken
from the Catholic school in

Niger state.
Meanwhile,  Nigerian
President Bola Tinubu said

on Wednesday in a state-
ment that he has declared
a nationwide security
emergency and ordered
additional recruitment in-
to the army and police.

No armed group has
claimed responsibility for
Friday’s abduction of 303
children from the remote
community of Papiri, the
latest in a series of high-
profile seizures in search of
ransom. Fifty of the stu-
dents have since escaped.

‘Muslims also suffer’
The rise in mass abduc-
tions from schools comes
as the Trump administra-
tion pressures Nigeria to
act against what it calls the
persecution of Christians
there — a claim Nigeria’s
government denies. Such
abductions had decreased
in the past two years.

Experts say Muslims
suffer just as much or more
from the attacks by bandits
and militants linked to al-
Qaida or the Islamic State
group.

Parents have gathered at
the dusty school com-
pound in Papiri, attempt-
ing to comfort each other.
Mr. Ejeh said his wife faint-
ed after hearing that their
son had been taken.

“It is painful,” he said.
“Mathew is a very kind boy
who dreams of becoming a
football player. He is after
football day and night.”

Two parents of abduct-
ed children have died, one
of a heart attack, said the
bishop of Kontagora dio-
cese, Rev. Bulus Dauwa Yo-
hanna, who also runs the
school.

A spokesperson for Ni-
geria’s presidency, Bayo
Onanuga, did not directly
address parents’ allega-
tions of being left in the
dark. Mr. Onanuga said on
Wednesday that the mili-
tary has been mounting
pressure on the gunmen to
release the children.

Nigerian  authorities
have said helicopters and
ground troops have been
deployed. Military person-
nel mingled with anxious
parents this week.

The attack came days af-
ter gunmen seized 25 stu-
dents in nearby Kebbi
state. All have been res-
cued, Nigerian authorities
said on Tuesday. On Wed-
nesday, police said the stu-
dents had been reunited
with their families.

People read newspapers at a roadside stall in lkoyi, Lagos, on Thursday. The front page of the paper
reports that Nigerian President Bola Tinubu has declared a nationwide security emergency. REUTERS

An AP tally shows that at
least 1,799 students have
been abducted in a dozen
of the largest attacks in Ni-
geria starting with the sei-
zure of 276 schoolgirls in
the village of Chibok by Bo-
ko Haram militants, an at-
tack that sparked global
outrage.

‘National emergency’
Some students escape.
Others are rescued. Some
are never seen again.

“The police will recruit
an additional 20,000 offic-
ers, bringing the total to
50,000,” the statement
read. “My fellow Nigerians,
this is a national emergen-
cy, and we are responding
by deploying more boots

on the ground, especially
in security-challenged
areas,” it added.

When Yohanna Yakubu,
a church pastor, heard his
daughter Mercy was
among the 12 teachers also
taken in the Papiri attack,
he ran to the school. Other
agonised parents were al-
ready there.

“I went straight to her
room [at the dormitory]
and saw that the window
was broken,” Mr. Yakubu
said. He called the lack of
information from authori-
ties frustrating. These days
he sits in silence, worry
creasing his face.

Danteni Mathew’s three
children were abducted,
but one escaped. He wor-

ries about the health of his
youngest, who remains
missing.

“Yahaya was not healthy
before his abduction from
the school as he is still bat-
tling with hepatitis C,” Mr.
Mathew said.

‘Little has been done’
Under international scruti-
ny after the Chibok mass
abduction, Nigeria’s go-
vernment initiated a Safe
School Initiative with plans
to involve military assets
and train staff to improve
safety at schools. Soldiers
in some cases are stationed
at schools considered
vulnerable.

It was not immediately
clear whether the Papiri

school had received that
training. Activists and oth-
ers assert that little has
been done.

UNICEF last year said
just 37% of schools across
10 states in Nigeria’s vola-
tile north have early-warn-
ing systems to detect
threats.

“The fact is that Niger-
ian lives do not matter to
the Nigerian government,
and what matters to the Ni-
gerian government is how
good they look, so they are
more focused on propa-
ganda,” said Aisha Yesufu,
who helped found the
Bring Back Our Girls move-
ment after the Chibok
abduction.

Analysts say armed
gangs often target schools
for abductions because of
the pressure they put on
the government to nego-
tiate ransoms.

The West African nation
is battling dozens of armed
groups operating in re-
mote communities with li-
mited government and se-
curity presence.

The crisis has become
more complex as groups
from other parts of the vast
Sahel region have joined
Boko Haram factions in
trying to establish their
presence in northern Nige-
ria, said James Barnett, a
research fellow with the
U.S.-based Hudson
Institute.

“Both bandits and jiha-
dists can have similar inter-
ests in conducting these
sorts of mass abductions,”
he said.

Parents say they have been kept in the dark over abducted Nigerian children

SfHHTIR Fed § fP srugd ATSSHRAE o= & IR | I itk # @I a8

e Parents say they have been kept in the dark over abducted Nigerian children
IUTTH 7 § b STgd TTIoNRATE s=if & IR & 3¢ 3tk & @1 T g

o No armed group has claimed responsibility for the latest mass abduction of 303
schoolchildren from Papiri last week; since then, 50 of the students have escaped;
authorities say the military has been mounting pressure on the gunmen, and that helicopters
and ground troops have been deployed

foraft off Ie wg

3 fUSd g Papiri ¥ 303 ¥Hel g@01 & TaHdY IN[EdH UG Bt

e 78t <t 8; 99 9 50 B U Ada §; el &1 we-1 8 i W1 s uiRal R gara
S X8 B, 3R BefiepipR SR St Sfvept ot aerel o ram @
e Several parents of the over 300 schoolchildren seized by armed men in the latest mass
abduction in Nigeria say the government has told them nothing about rescue efforts and that
the stress has been so high that one of them has died of a heart attack

Nigeria T BTIerT ITfed 3UgRUI H U= TNl gRT UdhS U 300 F 31fed W@l =i & Hs
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SHTUTIHI BT HET § [ TWHR A 3¢ oa1d YR & aR & $S g1 9l g R 19 a1
a%w%ﬁﬁwﬁﬁwaﬂﬁawaﬂqsﬁ@maﬁ?

“Nobody from the government has briefed us about the abduction,” said Emmanuel Ejeh,
whose 12-year-old son was taken from the Catholic school in Niger state

TRBR B 3R F b A gH 3uervr IR # SHHRI 71 &1 8,” Emmanuel Ejeh 3 &gl,
12 IO 92 BT Niger o & HIfeies Tod T @ ST 77T T

Meanwhile, Nigerian President Bola Tinubu said on Wednesday in a statement that he has
declared a nationwide security emergency and ordered additional recruitment into the army
and police

ERIEIE mgﬁﬁm%agg Bola Tinubu = §YdR ! Ueb §UM H el fob 351 Irgeardt

TR TUTASpTA TS fohar § 3R BT quT gfery o eifafead Helf o1 emewr fean @

No armed group has claimed responsibility for Friday’s abduction of 303 children from the
remote community of Papiri, the latest in a series of high-profile seizures in search of
ransom. Fifty of the students have since escaped

foreit +ft el TG A YHAR DI Papiri & GXRI TG U 303 @l & UGRU b fofHGRT gl
g, S ORI &) AT & forg BTS-TwhTed SUgRun & $ae § FdHaH €1 a9 § 50 B HIT
fea §

‘Muslims also suffer

e ot P §1d

The rise in mass abductions from schools comes as the Trump administration pressures
Nigeria to act against what it calls the persecution of Christians there — a claim Nigeria’s
government denies. Such abductions had decreased in the past two years

Al O Ifed 3UeRy H g 39 THT 1 X! € Ofd Trump WRIRIA 3ol R gt sarsal
& IS & RIATH HRATS PR BT Gad SA 381 § — oI AN PR FHR ¢ | T
3fUgRU U &l I H HH T Y

Experts say Muslims suffer just as much or more from the attacks by bandits and militants
linked to al-Qaida or the Islamic State group

fa=vg Fed § & al-Qaida T Islamic State THE T IS Savdl 3R IUaIeAl & gaal & JRad
ot 3T € T I Sifr i g B

Parents have gathered at the dusty school compound in Papiri, attempting to comfort each
other
SIFYUTTH Papiri & 4T 4R WA URIR & 35T §U 8, TH-gOR B! Wil G B HIRRT HRIT &
Mr. Ejeh said his wife fainted after hearing that their son had been taken
ot Ejeh 7 HgT b 3% d¢ DI A O B TaR JABR 3D! Ul oI 81 7T5
“It is painful,” he said. “Mathew is a very kind boy who dreams of becoming a football player.
He is after football day and night.”

> I%I g "Mathew U Sgd SAIQ TSI § Sl Beale Raeel & o o
é“@l?ﬂ%l 8 feATd peara & G @ 21
Two parents of abducted children have died, one of a heart attack, said the bishop of
Kontagora diocese, Rev. Bulus Dauwa Yohanna, who also runs the school
Kontagora {dl & ﬁﬁ]‘:{ Rev. Bulus Dauwa Yohanna, Gﬁﬁz_d =@ |, 3 el fb SUgd CEcl|
¥ A HITH N T A I R, B A P A R FI AT TSI gL R
A spokesperson for Nigeria’s presidency, Bayo Onanuga, did not directly address parents’
allegations of being left in the dark

&1 IPUTd BRI & Yaad Bayo Onanuga = TGS & 3itk # BIS T H &
SR TR e IR IR wfiferar et &
Mr. Onanuga said on Wednesday that the military has been mounting pressure on the
gunmen to release the children
ot Onanuga = TYIR ! HgT b 1 =t Y RET HA & oy dgaeniRal IR gaE 16
Nigerian authorities have said helicopters and ground troops have been deployed
A a1 § b ThBIOR SR St fep! bt ATt o T ©

Military personnel mingled with anxious parents this week
=g g 99 HHf feifaq sifirvmas! & ary ga-fia
The attack came days after gunmen seized 25 students in nearby Kebbi state. All have
been rescued, Nigerian authorities said on Tuesday
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g U Kebbi I T Sg@HUTRAl GRT 25 BT &I 3741 fbU 9H & $ a1 a1 gl
TS GG & HaaR &1 w1 i Tt o = foern mar @

On Wednesday, police said the students had been reunited with their families

THAR H YRR A Hel b 1 Bl 3% IRaRT § foren fear man @

An AP tally shows that at least 1,799 students have been abducted in a dozen of the largest
attacks in Nigeria starting with the seizure of 276 schoolgirls in Chibok by Boko Haram
militants

AP & 3fihs FdId g b Tgoniar & I 9 goi- HR gH | ®H I HH 1,799 BT 3ATdT fbU
U §, et 31T Boko Haram JUATEH! GRT Chibok ¥ 276 el @rsferal & Sugur

&< of

‘National emergency’

AP STUTdST

Some students escape. Others are rescued. Some are never seen again

$S BE U I ¢ | $S B a1 [l o1l ¢ | & T Bl 18] ¢ <ird

“The police will recruit an additional 20,000 officers, bringing the total to 50,000,” the
statement read

%Wmﬁfrﬁww’ e ffaRad 20,000 SMFRBHRAT HT Ul BT, I Fa AT 50,000 T

“My fellow Nigerians, this is a national emergency, and we are responding by deploying
more boots on the ground, especially in security-challenged areas,” it added

R Y ARG TR, T Th ATITIRTS 7, 3R &1 fIRY FU & Qref-gadt aret
&t § 3R 3ifiieh ST B AT BRb CRGEAESEE RIS

When Yohanna Yakubu, a church pastor, heard his daughter Mercy was among the 12
teachers also taken in the Papiri attack, he ran to the school

¥ Yohanna Yakubu, ST T 9 OTast % P T 9dl b 37! et Mercy aff Papiri gAad H o
WY 7Y 12 Ryl & a3, 0 98 Thd @i 3R I8

Other agonised parents were already there

3 tifsa iy Ul 9 8 a8l g

“I went straight to her room [at the dormitory] and saw that the window was broken,” Mr.
Yakubu said

ot Yakubu 7 &gT, “H Wid ITS SR [SHER H] 77 3R 4T & Aot ot g3 ot

He called the lack of information from authorities frustrating

I SHABIRYI B 3R A THADBRI DI HH B FRIRISHD T

These days he sits in silence, worry creasing his face

2 31 a8 gumm Jad €, [KiaT 37 IR W Fadat 8

Danteni Mathew’s three children were abducted, but one escaped

Danteni Mathew & 19 S=a 37TdT X f@‘ﬂl g, dfe Tdh YT Gl

He worries about the health of his youngest, who remains missing

I8 30 TS B T & W Bl A fferd g, S oieft ot amoan @

“Yahaya was not healthy before his abduction from the school as he is still battling with
hepatitis C,” Mr. Mathew said

gﬁ Mathev%vfrm, TP U 3UGRUI W Ugd Yahaya W el T Fifds ag ol off gdersfed ¢

‘Little has been done’

ggd oW far T @

Under international scrutiny after the Chibok mass abduction, Nigeria’s government initiated a
Safe School Initiative with plans to involve military assets and train staff to improve safety at
schools

Chibok HT{gd 3{UERUT & TG 3 ST & Tgd, ATSSRATs IRPR A Wpal § gRam d
YR & forg S Tanedt o) ivd B 3R HHARE) B ufiferd o3 &1 TS & 1Y Safe
School Initiative Y[ fopan
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e Soldiers in some cases are stationed at schools considered vulnerable
FS Amal § B! B FHASR IR SH 917 Toall J d-1d fbar St §
e |t was not immediately clear whether the Papiri school had received that training
g XA WY a1 U fob Papiri W0 d ®I ag UTRI&OT e o1 a1 a1
e Activists and others assert that little has been done
FRIGASN SR =T AN &1 Hg1 ¢ b 9gd Y v T g
e UNICEF last year said just 37% of schools across 10 states in Nigeria’s volatile north have
early-warning systems to detect threats
UNICEF = Uz auf ogT fab T1goiiRan & SRR ITRT &3 & 10 ISl & had 37% ¥@dl J Tk
1 Tal A & o1g TR dra-t Joret g
e “The factis that Nigerian lives do not matter to the Nigerian government, and what matters to
the Nigerian govemment is how good they look, so they are more focused on propaganda,”
said Aisha Yesufu
Aisha Yesufu = &gl, “TedTs I8 § b ATSoNRaTg Al &t ST AIZeiRars WRHR & forg A
e T, SR WBR & o A= 7@l & o 3 ¥ fewd ©, S 3 31fifes IR R &9 3 &
¢ who helped found the Bring Back Our Girls movement after the Chibok abduction
81 Chibok 3fUgRUl & &1 Bring Back Our Girls JigIa & VTG | Heg B
e Analysts say armed gangs often target schools for abductions because of the pressure they
put on the government to negotiate ransoms
=0T Fgd © b TR RIS S1aR IHal Bl SHUGRUT & oy FA=IAT §91a § i 3 AR R
ORI TR S dxA & o gaTd STed &
o The West African nation is battling dozens of armed groups operating in remote communities
with limited government and security presence
Uiy it Y R Tl | Jfid TRHRT iR JRem U & 11y Tarferd g a=red
THgET § S T
e The crisis has become more complex as groups from other parts of the vast Sahel region
have joined Boko Haram factions in trying to establish their presence in northem Nigeria,
said James Barnett
James Barnett 7 &gT fob Gebe 3ifie Sifed g1 a1 § ifes AT Sahel &3 & 30 fexdi &
T I Argeiiear & ot Ul Rfid e & U9 § Boko Haram T[el & 21fAd 81 7Q €
e aresearch fellow with the U.S.-based Hudson Institute
3T YT Hudson Institute & TH MY TgaRTT
e “Both bandits and jihadists can have similar interests in conducting these sorts of mass
abductions,” he said

I Pel, “Sehal 3R Rrerfeal et & T8 MR 3uervl & # JAH f{d 8 ¥hd §7
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1 ¥ digane yfre-Raf g2
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IMF gives ‘C grade
for India’s national
accounts statistics

T.C.A. Sharad Raghavan
NEW DELHI

The International Mone-
tary Fund’s annual review
has given India’s national
accounts statistics — in-
cluding Gross Domestic
Product (GDP) and Gross
Value Added (GVA) - a
grade of ‘C’, the second-
lowest rating.

According to the IMF,
this grade means the data
available “have some
shortcomings that some-

Grade ‘C’ means the available
data have shortcomings that
hamper surveillance. REUTERS

has, from the beginning,

IMF gives ‘C’ grade for India’s national accounts
statistics

JTSTATE A HRA & AP @Il & SHbS! Y ‘C’
ds fear

e The International Monetary Fund’s annual review has given
India’s national accounts statistics — including Gross
Domestic Product (GDP) and Gross Value Added (GVA) —
a grade of ‘C’, the second-lowest rating.

W@ﬁuﬁﬁ@ﬂ&ﬂﬁ%% Qrdl &
3ffepet — WWMW(GDP)Q??% adq
(GVA) X1 § — aﬁ‘C’ﬁS%m%a‘rgﬂﬂﬂa@w%ﬁﬂ%

¢ According to the IMF, this grade means the data available
“have some shortcomings that somewhat hamper
surveillance”.

STSUANK & 3IER, 39 IS &1 314 § b Juasy siiwsi & oo
HAT € Sl $S g¢ dP REI (surveillance) & 1T STEd 8|

¢ This is of particular significance as the government will

what hamper surveil- used the income approach . o .
ancer. T to measure GDP E,'f mea- release the national accounts data for Q2 of this financial year
This is of particular sig-  suring the incomes of the  on Friday.

nificance as the govern-
ment will release the na-
tional accounts data for Q2
of this financial year on
Friday.

Weaknesses cited
“National accounts data
are available at adequate
frequency and timeliness
and provide broadly adeg-
uate granularity,” the IMF
noted in its annual Article
IV assessment of India’s
economic framework.
“However, some meth-
odological weaknesses so-
mewhat hamper surveil-
lance and warrant an
overall sectoral rating for
the national accounts of
C.” Overall, across all data
categories, India has re-

government, people, and
companies. However, it al-
so provides an estimate
based on the expenditure
approach, which attempts
to quantify GDP through
the spending done by
these entities.

Often, due to the differ-
ing data sources and their
coverage, the two esti-
mates of GDP differ, which
has attracted criticism
from some economists. Fi-
nally, the IMF also high-
lighted the lack of seaso-
nally adjusted data and
“room for improvement of
other statistical tech-
niques” used in the quar-
terly national accounts
data.

g fa¥y U 4 Hgayyl § Hife TRPR 39 fawiig av i gadt
forTdt o WP Wl & 3iicbs YehaR bl SRT B |

Weaknesses cited\_’

¢ “National accounts data are available at adequate frequency
and timeliness and provide broadly adequate granularity,” the
IMF noted in its annual Article IV assessment of India’s
economic framework.

QI & 3Hfers TaT S iR THISGdl &b I1Y I
SR IS =Y ¥ J7 fawdR UeM _d §,” SHSTHIH o YRd
& 3N o & o A Srfwse IV Yeuid | &gl
¢ “However, some methodological weaknesses somewhat
hamper surveillance and warrant an overall sectoral rating for
the national accounts of C.”

ceived grade ‘B’. There are ‘B’ for the CPI o
four gradesin total: A, B,C  Regarding India’s main in- 'E'Ta'[ﬁ? W a)_l:l\_rﬁm (methodo|ogica|
and D. flation measure, the Con- ﬁTITI:ﬂ 9 m 9

For example, it high- sumer Price Index, the IMF weaknesses) ﬁ gﬂ- &G dP qrdT % 3—ﬁ? T@q
lighted an outdated base graded India a ‘B’, which '@n?ﬁ' a; ﬁ-l'q qaY a;ﬁ'q‘i'%'r[ (o4 aﬁgﬁm agﬂ?-ﬁ % |”

year of 2011-12 on which
the data is based, and the
use of wholesale price in-

means the data provided
“have some shortcomings
but are broadly adequate

¢ Overall, across all data categories, India has received grade
‘B’. There are four grades in total: A, B, C and D.

dices as data sources for  for surveillance”. I =Y 321 i Y YRa ﬁﬁﬂ IR
deflators due to the lack of It said that while the CPL k ﬁ, H‘l—ﬁ m ﬁ aﬁ ‘B’ ag % l @ C
producer prices indices. It data scores well on its fre- 13[3' aﬁ %; A B, C aﬁ? DI

further pointed out period- quency and timeliness,

ic “sizeable discrepancies”
between the production
and expenditure ap-
proaches of measuring
GDP, “that may indicate

coming as it does once a
month and with only a
month’s lag, the rating of
‘B’ reflects the outdated
CPI base year, items bas-

e For example, it highlighted an outdated base year of 2011-
12 on which the data is based, and the use of wholesale price
indices as data sources for deflators due to the lack of
producer prices indices.

the peed lp enhance the Lot and wehts et ARV P fONG, S/ 201112 F R SR I 1 1
ture approach dataandthe  CPI basi(e[ likely fails to ac- faﬂ:" I, ﬁ"—q R é‘a G-IT‘c'ﬂf\"(_‘[ %, Sdlgd 11?1 W a’ﬂ
informal sector”, curately represent current g3} 5 SHRU SUEPfcibRep| & oY SeT HId B ¥ H Ul Hed

The Indian government

spending habits”.

GaBTd! & IUTNT BT I T

It further pointed out periodic “sizeable discrepancies” between the production and
expenditure approaches of measuring GDP, “that may indicate the need to enhance
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the coverage of the expenditure approach data and the informal sector”.

U 3T GDP HTYA & ITe 3R g RHIUN & s -9 R g aTell “BHIb!
IS fonfoal 1 iR +ft SRIRT b, i) o Il & Siicbs! SR SRS &7 &
HARG BT GG P ILTH T BT Yol & TPl 31"

The Indian government has, from the beginning, used the income approach to
measure GDP by measuring the incomes of the government, people, and companies.

YR WBR 1 URY I &1 PR, SaT 3R HUMHT! b1 319 ATGH GDP AIYA & forg
3 TP (income approach) B 39N fhar g1

However, it also provides an estimate based on the expenditure approach, which
attempts to quantify GDP through the spending done by these entities.

gIdifd, I8 o efpaiur (expenditure approach) IR SMYTRT Th S{FH i g
Il 8, Ol 39 SRSt gRT fohy T Bl & A1e9H ¥ GDP &1 H1UA &1 U™ Il o |

Often, due to the differing data sources and their coverage, the two estimates of GDP
differ, which has attracted criticism from some economists.

SRR, faftrst SeT Tl 3R I% Havsl b HRUI GDP & G A i g 8, o
$S IR Pt AT 85 ¢

Finally, the IMF also highlighted the lack of seasonally adjusted data and “room for
improvement of other statistical techniques” used in the quarterly national accounts
data.

3id H, SMETHT® A fomme! WP Wrdl & ST § HieH U | JHraifora set
(seasonally adjusted data) &1 HHI 3R ITGNT &I 9H I 30 FiRASI dH-D|
(statistical techniques) H 'ﬁmaﬁ NEIERE D! 1t IAFR o

‘B’ for the CPI

Hrdtans & forg B’

Regarding India’s main inflation measure, the Consumer Price Index (CPI), the IMF
graded India a ‘B’, which means the data provided “have some shortcomings but are
broadly adequate for surveillance”.

YR & T GaRHId AMIGS SUHGT Hed qadiP (CPI) & ey H, SSTaTw o
YR &I B’ IS e, foraest o 8 foh em fvw U sifwel 7 ‘g witrl €, dfed 3
R & fore s U 9 vl &

It said that while the CPI data scores well on its frequency and timeliness, coming as
it does once a month and with only a month’s lag, the rating of ‘B’ reflects the
outdated CPI base year, items basket, and weights (set in 2011-12), “implying that
the CPI basket likely fails to accurately represent current spending habits”.
0 Fel T 5 CPI 32T 3Tt 3Ty 3R THIEGdl R 3B WhR ovdl 8, Fifeh T8
B T 3Tl & 3R Rt T T &1 &l BIdhl 6, Afh ‘B’ IS TR Hidtaims 3meR
Y, gxgaif o1 BT 3R YR (ST 2011-12 T 77 fbT 7T &) 1 =i 8, ST 370 BT g
f% CPI oI IaM Wd IR DI 3Med! BT U db Ui B § [awd g1 gl o7
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Enabling a modern and future-ready labour ecosystem
ECS Il Economy -

ovember 21, 2025 will go down as a

milestone in India’s journey of Viksit

Bharat — a day when the much awaited
Four Labour Codes were made effective by the
Government of India. India has taken a giant leap
in labour rights with the implementation of four
modernised Labour Codes (the Code on Wages,
2019, the Industrial Relations Code, 2020, the
Code on Social Security, 2020 and the
Occupational Safety, Health and Working
Conditions (OSH) Code, 2020). These reforms
create a fair, modern and future-ready labour
ecosystem — one that empowers workers,
enhances enterprise competitiveness and
strengthens India’s path towards a Viksit Bharat
and Aatmanirbhar Bharat.

India’s labour framework has evolved
gradually over several decades, leading to the
creation of multiple pieces of legislation
operating across different time periods and
economic contexts. While these laws have played
an important role in shaping employment
relations, the growing size and diversity of India’s
workforce brought to the fore the need for
simplification and consolidation. The Second
National Commission on Labour recommended
grouping existing laws into broader functional
codes. Extensive consultations with industry,
employers, trade unions and State governments
between 2015 and 2019 led to these four
comprehensive Labour Codes being enacted.

A workforce that is both large and young
India today has one of the world’s largest and
youngest workforces, with more than 643 million
workers, and is expected to contribute nearly
two-thirds of new global workforce entrants in
the coming years, as in the World Economic
Forum. Recent labour market trends point to a
positive momentum: between 2017-18 and
2023-24, India created 16.83 crore jobs, the
unemployment rate declined from 6% to 3.2%,
and formal employment expanded significantly.
Given that a large share of India’s workforce
still remains in the informal sector, the need for a
simplified and coherent labour framework has
been particularly important to help extend
protections and improve productivity of the
unorganised sector. The coverage under the Code

Harsha Vardhan
Agarwal

is President,
Federation of Indian
Chambers of
Commerce and
Industry (FICCI)

The Four
Labour Codes
will result in a
modern labour
regulatory
system that
supports the
growing
dynamism of
the Indian
economy

for Social Security has been extended to the
unorganised sector also. These developments
reflect the growing dynamism of the economy
and emphasise the need for a modern labour
regulatory system that supports this trajectory.

For workers, the Labour Codes provide a
stronger and more consistent set of protections.
Universal minimum wages, a national floor wage,
mandatory appointment letters, timely payment
of wages, and clear rules on working hours
—including the 48-hour work week — reinforce
fairness and security. The OSH Code’s emphasis
on safety committees, free preventive health
check-ups and improved workplace standards
strengthens the focus on well-being and
productivity.

The Code on Social Security, 2020 provides for
universal Employees’ State Insurance
Corporation (ESIC) coverage with no geographic
restrictions, streamlined Employees’ Provident
Fund (EPF) procedures for quicker resolutions,
and support for the construction sector through
simplified cess payments. It also establishes a
National Social Security Fund for various worker
categories.

Another major reform under these codes is the
simplification of compliance requirements. The
shift to single registration, single licence and
single return significantly reduces administrative
burdens, particularly for micro, small and
medium enterprises (MSME). A uniform
definition of wages introduces clarity across
multiple laws, helping reduce disputes and
improving predictability in wage-related
calculations. Decriminalisation of minor offences
and the introduction of digital processes such as
algorithm-based inspections encourage
transparency and trust-based compliance.

Preparing for the future of work

India’s workforce is diversifying, with the rapid
growth of gig and platform-based employment,
flexible working models and digital-enabled
livelihoods. In this context, the Social Security
Code’s inclusion of gig and platform workers is
timely. With the size of this workforce expected
to grow from one crore in 2024-25 to 2.35 crore
by 2029-30, establishing a framework for social
protection is a forward-looking measure that

aligns with the changing nature of work.

The Codes also emphasise formalisation,
which remains vital for long-term economic
progress. Clearer rules, standardised definitions
and transparent processes encourage more
enterprises to enter the formal economy and help
extend protections to a larger share of the
workforce.

A boost for women in the workforce
Womei’s participation in the workforce has
improved yet remains below its potential.
According to the International Labour
Organization’s India Employment Report 2024,
India’s female labour force participation rate
stands at 32.8%. The Labour Codes help
strengthen the enabling environment by
reinforcing equal remuneration, enhancing
maternity benefits and expanding social
protection to unorganised, gig and platform
workers. The OSH Code also allows women to
work at night with their consent and has
adequate safety arrangements, thereby widening
opportunities across several sectors. Together,
these provisions support greater access and
continuity of employment for women as the
economy evolves. A modern labour framework
must balance the need for worker protection with
the requirements of a competitive business
environment. The Labour Codes aim to provide
this balance by offering clearer industrial
relations norms and faster dispute resolution,
while ensuring that workers have access to
essential rights, safety and social security. This
balanced approach supports investment,
promotes stability and helps strengthen India’s
position in global value chains.

The next few days will be crucial as the
implementation process for these Codes moves
forward. It will be important for States to align
with the minimum thresholds and guiding
principles laid out in the Codes to ensure
uniformity and clarity across the country. After
the Goods and Services Tax (GST) reforms, this
represents one of the most significant structural
reforms. This reform momentum should
continue, supporting greater investments, and
thereby contributing to higher employment
generation in the country.

Enabling a modern and future-ready labour ecosystem

TS AMYFAP 3R Yfaw-dur g9 mRfRAfA®) &5 &t Ferm g3

Four Labour Codes and Viksit Bharat

IR YH Higard 3R fasRa uRa

e November 21, 2025 will go down as a milestone in India’s journey of Viksit Bharat — a day
when the much awaited Four Labour Codes were made effective by the Government of
India.

21 November 2025 HRd & fd®fa HIRA (Viksit Bharat) &1 &1 H T HId BT TR TTHT
%ﬁgﬂ — 98 {37 99 YRd WHR gRI agqeﬁF&ra IR ¥ Higand (Four Labour Codes) WGt

I

¢ India has taken a giant leap in labour rights with the implementation of four modemised
Labour Codes (the Code on Wages, 2019, the Industrial Relations Code, 2020, the Code
on Social Security, 2020 and the Occupational Safety, Health and Working Conditions
(OSH) Code, 2020).

YRd 1 IR &Hﬂﬁm Cil Tl'sc qq Fr%?ﬂ\’:ﬁ — Code on Wages, 2019, Industrial Relations
Code, 2020, Code on Social Security, 2020 3R Occupational Safety, Health and
Working Conditions (OSH) Code, 2020 — & HTI-G0 & 1Y 4H BRI & &7 H TH da
ENUEHIER]

e These reforms create a fair, modern and future-ready labour ecosystem — one that
empowers workers, enhances enterprise competitiveness and strengthens India’s path
towards a Viksit Bharat and Aatmanirbhar Bharat.

q YYR T T, MY 3R HI-37a 9H T (labour ecosystem) F1d § — ST STHH!
B IS BT 8, IH! ] Ufagufeaddr 91T & 3R HRd & Viksit Bharat duT
Aatmanirbhar Bharat &1 3§ & Holgd HRdl 8|
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India’s labour framework has evolved gradually over several decades, leading to the creation
of multiple pieces of legislation operating across different time periods and economic
contexts.

YR &1 Y a1 Fs axid! § oR-eR fawfyd gen g, foraes uRumasy fafta v safert
3R 3nffep e & AN 3Md B o B

While these laws have played an important role in shaping employment relations, the growing
size and diversity of India’s workforce brought to the fore the need for simplification and
consolidation.

ERl Eb"FEﬁ 3 ﬁﬂ"TR Taey (employment relations) P THR ﬁﬂ?ﬂ@f U@W ﬁmé %
AT URT Bt BRITA & Igd MHR 3R AT 7 TXENBRT (simplification) 3R JHHT
(consolidation) P! TaLIHT B T G|

The Second National Commission on Labour recommended grouping existing laws into
broader functional codes.

feda TI'@T{ o SR (Second National Commission on Labour) ﬁﬁwmﬁ
% BTIAD Higdl (functional codes) T THfed & &I RIGIRR &1

Extensive consultations with industry, employers, trade unions and State govemments
between 2015 and 2019 led to these four comprehensive Labour Codes being enacted.

2015 ¥ 2019 & d IeNT, FAIeRTSH, T8 gRgHT 3R I8 ISRI & Y AU fR-fawef &
§1C ¥ IR S 4H TATE (Labour Codes) HTTafdd &) 7|

A workforce that is both large and young

S VT prfad o g7 ot 2 3fi% gar oft

India today has one of the world’s largest and youngest workforces, with more than 643
million workers, and is expected to contribute nearly two-thirds of new global workforce
entrants in the coming years, as in the World Economic Forum.

R & U TS Ay & T 98 3R o g1 prfaail 7 A U 7, Forad 643 fafera (64.3
FRI5) A 3iftrew 9% €, 3R World Economic Forum & 38R, 31 d1d @i & 78 afyjes u
HTITE YARTH! BT AT G1-FAgTS (two-thirds) TRTEH HRA T UeT g |

Recent labour market trends point to a positive momentum: between 2017-18 and 2023-24,
India created 16.83 crore jobs, the unemployment rate declined from 6% to 3.2%, and formal
employment expanded significantly.
BT & 4Y TR 3 YHRIAS Td ST §: 2017-18 T 2023-24 & ol HRA A 16.83 FIS
Al GRId oF, SRR &R 6% A TEHR 3.2% 81 T3, 3R NUATR® AR (formal
employment) T Ieia-a q@ §'§I
Given that a large share of India’s workforce still remains in the informal sector, the need for
a simplified and coherent labour framework has been particularly important to help extend
protections and improve productivity of the unorganised sector.
P YR & Hrdad &1 a1 R st +ft srtu=rie & (informal sector) § €, STfAT 81
gid & e SR G (simplified and coherent) BF $1 a1 [a=Y U J HedqUf a1
gg? 3 d g: unorganised sector) ! TRE&T TGS o Uh 3R S| SeuTgPHdl 3 JUR

I
The coverage under the Code for Social Security has been extended to the unorganised
sector also.

Code for%SociaI Security & 3{dTd HavS P SIS & (unorganised sector) ad 4 T@T
f&an T g

These developments reflect the growing dynamism of the economy and emphasise the need
for a modern labour regulatory system that supports this trajectory.

3 faeprg srfoqawur & gt fa=ferdr (dynamism) &1 Ufafsfad & & 3R 39 wiIfa gy
(trajectory) T THT FA gt SHW oy faf e vomeft (modern labour regulatory
system) &1 IS R g &d 3

Protections and benefits for workers

st & forg Ram sk Ay
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e For workers, the Labour Codes provide a stronger and more consistent set of protections.
Tl & forg g dfgand WW 3R I JR&I (consistent protections) BT < yaH
RG]
¢ Universal minimum wages, a national floor wage, mandatory appointment letters, timely
payment of wages, and clear rules on working hours — including the 48-hour work week —
reinforce fairness and security.

Universal minimum wages, ?T@TI TR aa4 (national floor wage), Wﬁgﬁ[ EER
Wwaﬂ?ﬁﬂﬁﬂ 3R & & Hel W W 99 — 8 48-hour work week ﬂ-ﬁm%—
ATIRATAAT 3R GRET B A HRd 5 |

e The OSH Code’s emphasis on safety committees, free preventive health check-ups and
improved workplace standards strengthens the focus on well-being and productivity.

OSH Code gRT AW Hafedl, A:3ew Mafed eI AP-3MU, 3R R BT HHD!
(workplace standards) UR fear a9k, 4l & well-being 3R ITGHT (productivity) U
& &I Aolgd PRl g |

Social security and simplification of compliance

TP JRET SR SrFUTer 1

e The Code on Social Security, 2020 provides for universal Employees’ State Insurance
Corporation (ESIC) coverage with no geographic restrictions, streamlined Employees’
Provident Fund (EPF) procedures for quicker resolutions, and support for the construction
sector through simplified cess payments.

Code on Social Security, 2020 IrdHifies ESIC (Employees’ State Insurance
Corporation) HaYSl YaH ol %‘ ﬁmﬁaﬂé Wmfere ufady (geographic restrictions) ol
®, OV THTYH & forT EPF (Employees’ Provident Fund) Ufsraraft B TR ST 8, 3R
EIHT'H'%UT &= (construction sector) DI Wi 9 YITdT (cess payments) & ATeEH T g
I
o It also establishes a National Social Security Fund for various worker categories.
Tg faft 4y a7f & AW U National Social Security Fund it RIIUd SR B

¢ Another major reform under these codes is the simplification of compliance requirements.
ERl m%?nsﬁ > ded U 3R §S1 YR SIUrer SaLgdmarai (compliance requirements) &1
TRADR B |

e The shift to single registration, single licence and single return significantly reduces
administrative burdens, particularly for micro, small and medium enterprises (MSME).
Single registration, single licence 3R single return DI HARIT DI 3R dgad faRY 9
MSME (micro, small and medium enterprises) & INERUSIRED Eﬁ?ﬂ (administrative
burdens) %! HIW 8¢ db HH HRAT G|

e A uniform definition of wages introduces clarity across multiple laws, helping reduce
disputes and improving predictability in wage-related calculations.

Wages @1 uniform definition Eb_sf $Ffﬁ ﬁW@ﬂT QA % fora faare &A Eﬂﬁ % 3R A
Heiferd o (wage-related calculations) T predictability El%_cﬁ %’I

e Decriminalisation of minor offences and the introduction of digital processes such as
algorithm-based inspections encourage transparency and trust-based compliance.

Minor offences & decriminalisation 3{R algorithm-based inspections St fefSre

ﬁgﬁ P R[> 3Id, qR'c.‘ﬁfT-lT (transparency) 3R trust-based compliance Eblﬂ;ﬁ?\qT%ﬁ
I

Preparing for the future of work
M & Ufdw ot

¢ India’s workforce is diversifying, with the rapid growth of gig and platform-based

employment, flexible working models and d|g|tal -enabled livelihoods. o0
YRA P HRITA ﬁﬁus‘rw% Hifes T SR WewTH-SmuUTRd TR, T S Ared o
3R fefrea-gem StaTarg= asit T sg @ 8l &

a
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In this context, the Social Security Code’s inclusion of gig and platform workers is timely.
=0 go B, Txre RIFRS Hie 1 T 3R Wewid SHamal o1 auaRe SHad 2 |

With the size of this workforce expected to grow from one crore in 2024-25 to 2.35 crore by
2029-30, establishing a framework for social protection is a forward-looking measure that
aligns with the changing nature of work.

3 PTIS BT BR 2024-25  TH HRIS | TGPY 2029-30 TP 2.35 PG 51 P IHG g,
ST AT YR&M @lal TR BT B & Faad Wl & 3R Udh el Hei g

The Codes also emphasise formalisation, which remains vital for long-term economic
progress.

TfgdTd MU= dT (formalisation) W 4T TR 3t §, STt fepiferes 3nffes umfa & faw
HEAqUl g |

Clearer rules, standardised definitions and transparent processes encourage more
enterprises to enter the formal economy and help extend protections to a larger share of the
workforce.

Wy gy, A Ipd TR iR TRERN Uiohard i o & siiuaiRe sricraw o

M BH 8 MTied IRl & 3R HRiad & oo TR I YR&T BT fIR & & Hag Hdl g |

A boost for women in the workforce

srdae | Afgarsii & forg W=

Women’s participation in the workforce has improved yet remains below its potential.

Friga & afgersl H yrierd & QUR gon g, Afde a8 -t G &1 S &4 g
According to the International Labour Organization’s India Employment Report 2024,
India’s female labour force participation rate stands at 32.8%.

%ILO India Employment Report 2024 & 38R, YRd &! AT 49 fad HFERT & 32.8%
I

The Labour Codes help strengthen the enabling environment by reinforcing equal

remuneration, enhancing maternity benefits and expanding social protection to

unorganised, gig and platfom1 workers.

44 FI%?HH U da- (equal remuneration) Cal <o PR, HIJd dTYH (maternity benefits)
FEIHR qUT T3, ﬁnaﬁvlﬁmm&q’rwmmm&nwﬁwr{m%ﬂm
JIATERYT Y AT Bl g
The OSH Code also allows women to work at night with their consent and has adequate
safety arrangements, thereby widening opportunities across several sectors.

OSH Code AfR@T3T @ Ia! WA T I A B HR BI SART a1 8 3R Taied GRaf
TG AT ol &, o &3 &3 § 3/awR ded o |
Together, these provisions support greater access and continuity of employment for women
as the economy evolves.

3 g1y fawRid gt srfaraw & Afgarsit & g 3ifere ISR fawR SR FRaRar gAfda
CRGA

A modem labour framework must balance the need for worker protection with the
requirements of a competitive business environment.

STYIH 9 GaT YTHD YREM B SHTaAH T SR Hfoeusll rawie ardaRor &1 9iv & ad
T §F1T QT A8 Tl

The Labour Codes aim to provide this balance by offering clearer industrial relations
norms and faster dispute resolution, while ensuring that workers have access to essential
rights, safety and social securlty

31 TfgdTd Wy Sfenfire Hde aree (industrial relations norms) 3R ot faare guTeT=
(dispute resolution) U&H Hb 39 TAT Pl e BT TR B 5, 1Y 8 HfTep! Bl Iz
TYPR, JRE 3R TS TRET U IR ¢ |

This balanced approach supports investment, promotes stability and helps strengthen India’s
position in global value chains.

Ig Haferd =P s o sgrar T 8, FRRar gAfd axar g 3k URd &t 3l e
a3l (global value chains) & fUfd & To/gd R 8|
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Implementation and the road ahead

3T BT IRT

The next few days will be crucial as the implementation process for these Codes moves
forward.

3 AT F& 37 Teayuf g aaifer 37 Afgarsht &1 wrif-ag= S g

It will be important for States to align with the minimum thresholds and guiding principles laid
out in the Codes to ensure uniformity and clarity across the country.

TR H Tl (uniformity) ﬁmgﬁ@awﬁ%@uﬁrwsﬁm&ﬁﬁﬁuﬁa
YA AT 3R ATfexfes Rgidl & SrReY T 3aae gl

After the Goods and Services Tax (GST) reforms, this represents one of the most significant
structural reforms.

GST gURI & TG, I8 Yo AgayU! WRa-ITeH® GURI § 9 Th 5|
This reform momentum should continue, supporting greater investments, and thereby
contributing to higher employment generation in the country.

g QYR T SR} T80 AnfeT, ored 31fdres o o) aerar fird 3iR =1 & AR Joid
(employment generation) ﬁ?{@fﬁ b |
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n November 21, the Union Labour
Ministry announced the
implementation of the four labour
codes: The Code on Wages, 2019;
The Industrial Relations Code, 2020; The Code
on Social Security, 2020; and The Occupational
Safety, Health and Working Conditions Code,
veral trade unions have expressed
concern over the notification of the four labour
codes, with many of them demanding that they
be revoked. Are the labour codes
labour-friendly? Amarjeet Kaur and R.
Mukundan discuss the topic in a conversation
moderated by A.M. Jigeesh. Edited excerpts:

President
designate,
Confederation
of Indian
Industries.

industries were h:en for reforms.

R. Mukundan: The labour codes are an integral
part of India’s economic growth. Many labour
laws were framed way back in the 1940s and
1950s and needed a revamp in the current
context. Fundamentally, the labour codes will
benefit both workers in the traditional industry
as well as new-age workers. It is important that
workers are protected, empowered, and the
workplace becomes conducive to productivity.
The labour market has become diverse due to
rapid industrial growth, informalisation of work,
more contract workers, platform workers or gig
workers, e-commerce, logistics... Labour laws,
which were fragmented, with overlapping
definitions, multiple compliances, inspections
and different interpretation across States, have
been simplified, harmonised, and modernised
to make it easy to create jobs. They will ensure
social protection and maintain industrial
harmony in a fast-advancing economy.

Amarjeet Kaur: Workers in India fought for
labour laws from the 19th century. The struggle
was about working hours, wages, workplace
safety, social security... In the 20th century, we
got laws such as the Trade Unions Act, 1926; the
Workmen’s Compensation Act, 1923, and more,
after workers’ struggles. Now, the government
says that it wants to liberate workers from a
colonial mindset and that is why it has brought
in labour codes. Labour unions in India fought
against British rule and got their legal right of
organising. The labour codes snatch these rights
from workers and will actually take us back to
the colonial era. For instance, codes nullify the
powers of State governments by centralising
powers on issues such as regular employment.
The codes legalise fixed-term employment and
promote hire and fire. We have been demanding

Are the labour codes labour-friendly?

- ] PARLEY

Afile photo of del

India. P

y men of food .

regular employment. The government has failed
to handle the economy well and to create jobs. It
has not been able to create decent working
conditions. Employers were repeatedly saying
there is difficulty in complying with the laws,
while trade unions demanded the formation of a
labour commission. Durmg Lhe neuhberal

new laws are not 13% of the
other workers. Gig workers are only a small

are of informal economy workers. All
economy workers need protection
AMARJEET KAUR

AK: I don’t think it will attract investors when in
our own country, the situation is volatile and
workers are unsatisfied. How much FDI has
come in since the government allowed 100% FDI
in insurance and other sectors? We have already
begun to lose out since the start of the tariff war.
If India signs a bilateral treaty with the US., it
will be opening a path for neo colonisation.

‘Will the codes enhance or expand social
security? How prepared are our industries to
share more for workers or towards a corpus
that would help workers?

economic era,
submitted its report to the .LB Vﬂjpa)ee
government. But the positive suggestions of this
report were ignored and all the
employer-friendly suggestions have been
accommodated in the codes, such as fixed term
employment. In the last Indian Labour
Conference (2015), the Prime Minister promised
that no law will be amended without consulting
trade unions. But this did not happen at the
all-India level. No trade union was involved in
the drafting stage. The government pushed
these codes in a total undemocratic manner.

The government’s argument is that the
labour codes will attract investment. Will
making changes in industrial and labour
laws attract investments?

RM: This is a signal of policy stability and
predictability. Today, we are not just competing
within India. We are also competing with other
countries and these laws make it much more
competitive for global investors who compare
the regulatory environment in countries such as
Vietnam and South Korea with ours. When
companies know what rules to follow, how to
comply, what costs to expec( they can make
The

RM: The social y net is currently being
widened to include platform and gig workers
and informal workers in small establishments
and fixed-term employees. About 40 crore
workers who will have access to minimum
‘wages and social security under the new codes.
The preparedness would vary from sector to
sector as well as the size of the companies.
Organised sector companies are very well
prepared. We are working very closely with
MSMEs in terms of the implementation process.

AK: Our existing social security schemes have a
mechanism of dispersal, have their own
administrative setup, and there is no
government funding involved. It is the
employers and employees who contribute to
these schemes, and the government should
discuss this issue with us and seek our
consultation. The existing schemes are being
dumped into the Code on Social Security.

How many people are covered by social
security today in India? Only up to 7%. These
new laws are not going to cover 93% of the other
workers. Gig workers are anly a small share of
informal economy workers. All informal
economy workers need protection. Social
security to all is a mirage. Fixed term

long-term decisic
States, digital filing neduu-d disputes, and
emphasis on flexibility will make India a more
attractive destination for the manufacturing and
for supply chain. Investment depends on many
other elements such as infrastructure, skills,
taxation. But labour is an important part of that.

Are the labour codes labour-friendly?

T 4 Ifgame yfre-fadd 22

Implementation of Four Labour Codes

IR yH Gigdrsn &1 sraf-aa=

e On November 21, the Union Labour Ministry announced the implementation of the four
labour codes: The Code on Wages, 2019; The Industrial Relations Code, 2020; The Code
on Social Security, 2020; and The Occupational Safety, Health and Working Conditions
Code, 2020.

will undermine the concept of job
security and weaken trade unions.

Wil the codes Iy imy
wnrlur\-empkyyerrelaunns?

RM: Any reform will bring about certain shifts in

and Working Conditions Code, 2020 — & HRI-gd &1 G0N &1 |

e Several trade unions have expressed concern over the notification of the four labour codes,

with many of them demanding that they be revoked.

the work relationship. And there will be certain
sections which will view it with a bit of a
trepidation. | think it's important to hear their
voices. F we have t

embrace the changes. These include
deployment of women across all shifts and
fixed-term employment and certain hiring and
layoff thresholds. The codes strengthen natice
period. They improve retrenchment
compensation. They create reskilling funds
because many of the industries are going
through a massive shift today with AL

AK: The codes are not going to create a
conducive environment. Instead of bringing
industrial peace, they are likely to create
industrial unrest. Rights such as collective
"bargaining are not protected under the codes.
Employers and employees need to sit together,
which is why the Indian Labour Conference is
essential. This is the right moment for
employers’ organisations to urge the
government to call for it.

Minimum wages have been a long-pending
demand. The S.P. Mukherjee Committee is
‘yet to submit its report on this. So, will the
«codes help with basic minimum wages?

RM: There are nuances which cut across various
regions and various industries. And the concern
is around implementation, not principle,
especially on what we call as living wages. In my
view, it should reflect variations in the cost of
living across regions, as well as sectoral
differences where relevant. These are important
nuances, and there should also be some link to
productivity. Adjusting wages for inflation is
important. We must ensure that the
methodology used for this is clear and
transparent so that it does not lead to disputes.

AK: The code on wages has diluted the
‘minimum wage guarantees. Instead of ensuring
a minimum living wage, the codes empower the
(Centre to fix a floor level wage. And how much
of our workforce is being covered? Almost 90%
of the workforce is not getting minimum wages
and now more and more people will be out of
‘minimum wage cover because under the
‘Occupational Safety, Health and Working
Conditions Code, the threshold to obtain license
for factory has been increased from 10 workers.
to 20 workers with power and 20 workers to 40
‘workers without power. This will exclude a
number of workers from the purview of
minimum wages law.

Talisten to the full interview
Scan the QR code or go to the link.
veww.thehindu.com

21 4R DI, HE 47 AT A TR ¥ Jfgarsii — Code on Wages, 2019, Industrial

Relations Code, 2020, Code on Social Security, 2020, 3R Occupational Safety, Health

B3 8 GATE! A 37 IR 4T Figarsit &1 g R il oad B 3, 3R P A 3% IE P B
A D g
e Are the labour codes labour-friendly? Amarjeet Kaur and R. Mukundan discuss the topic in
a conversation moderated by A.M. Jigeesh.

1 Y 9y gt sfire-fedut

R Tarferd aral A =i 3t

What necessitated these codes?

34 Jifgare @t sraxaswdar Fi g2
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What necessitated these codes? Trade unions have been maintaining that they never
demanded such a codification. But industries were keen for reforms.

37 fedrslt Bt sawesd Rl §52 ¢S Y B ) ¢ 1 Svei Ht Ut Hiaragar o wi
ol BT | Afds1 I S GURT o 1T IS Tl

R. Mukundan: The labour codes are an integral part of India’s economic growth.

AR, GPpe: 91 Hfgand URd &t enffer gf o1 oiftm R €1

Many labour laws were framed way back in the 1940s and 1950s and needed a revamp in
the current context.

H3 9 BT 1940 3R 1950 P gRIP H ST T & 3R Hislel URYeT H 3% TAia Bt
RICRIC IR

Fundamentally, the labour codes will benefit both workers in the traditional industry as well as
new-age workers.

A Y ¥, yH IeaTd URURe IR & il & Ary-ary =5 el & yfiet i +f ey
g an|

It is important that workers are protected, empowered, and the workplace becomes
conducive to productivity.

g AT g [ 4w GRIYE, TR 51 3R SRR IATGHdl & HIHd 6|

The labour market has become diverse due to rapid industrial growth, informalisation
of work, more contract workers, platform workers or gig workers, e-commerce,
logistics...

A1 SN gf, Hraf o1 SFITETR® BT, 3w Piede adbe, fnT adhv, $-HIa,
afsfea ofe & SR s IoR fafae € mar 3|

Labour laws, which were fragmented, with overlapping definitions, multiple
compliances, inspections and different interpretation across States, have been
simplified, harmonised, and modernised to make it easy to create jobs.

1 BT o) Tied Y SR o Siaafti aRuTeTg, sMe srguTer, PRI Sk Iedl 7 sre-
ST ARSATY ff, 39 I TR, YR 3R MeYfAatanor foar 7 § s Aib iRl
ST 1 9b |

They will ensure social protection and maintain industrial harmony in a fast-advancing
economy.

Y
Y IfRATE U doht @ dedt srfarawu & qraTfore JRem 3R e aniere gRfdd Hm
Amarjeet Kaur: Workers in India fought for labour laws from the 19th century.

BR: YRd T 4 7 198 Tt T 91 ST % e T fasan 71

The struggle was about working hours, wages, workplace safety, social security...
g dg B & G¢, A, BRI JR&HT, ATHINS FR&MT 1S TR DHisd o1l
In the 20th century, we got laws such as the Trade Unions Act, 1926; the Workmen’s
Compensation Act, 1923, and more, after workers’ struggles.
204t ﬂff T s TOuf & dig Eﬁ Trade Unions Act, 1926, Workmen’s Compensation
Act, 1923 S HT |
Now, the govermment says that it wants to liberate workers from a colonial mindset and that
is why it has brought in labour codes.

e THR Hgdl ¢ fob I8 4ffep] ®1 sfufafRre arfRiear 4 god H-1 98 8 3R 9fery
9T Wfgard 18 718 & |
Labour unions in India fought against British rule and got their legal right of organising.

HRA H 4 giRgHl 1 f9ie I & Radi g W6 &1 ST AfUSR Ui |

The labour codes snatch these rights from workers and will actually take us back to the
colonial era.

;?%gq%?rrﬁ 4AIpH! T 7 BRI B! B A € iR 58 araa ¥ sirufrafke g d gy o
I

For instance, codes nullify the powers of State governments by centralising powers on
issues such as regular employment.
e I R Fretine o o S s e o SR e 3 e e e
YfaTat &1 e aR B

The codes legalise fixed-term employment and promote hire and fire.

T Tfgand fpeRs o TSR &1 94 T & 3R BTAR U8 BIRR &I §g1al Sl 8
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o We have been demanding regular employment.
&1 Forafird AsR @1 7T A R 7|

o The govemment has failed to handle the economy well and to create jobs.
WEHR TR B g &1 & WU SR bRl 94 8 fawa @ gl

e It has not been able to create decent working conditions.
Ig Ifra ol fRufeat s & gem T 51

o Employers were repeatedly saying there is difficulty in complying with the laws, while trade
unions demanded the formation of a labour commission.
9T SR-SR Fgd I3 [ S BT U Hi3H §, e 08 FATA! A 4T ST T Bt
AT 1|

e During the neoliberal economic era, the Second Labour Commission submitted its report
to the A.B. Vajpayee government.

o1a o, fgdtT 41 Smai = st KU srea fagrt it TReR &1 Aidt

e But the positive suggestions of this report were ignored and all the employer-friendly
suggestions have been accommodated in the codes, such as fixed term employment.
Qb 39 RUIE & THRIAD JATal &1 FoR3faret fasar mar 3R aeft fFrgiaar-feadt gz
Hfgareft & =niia R fou T, o s e Ae R |

¢ |n the last Indian Labour Conference (2015), the Prime Minister promised that no law will be
amended without consulting trade unions.

YR 97 T (2015) T TeH = are1 fovan o1 foh ¢ g § W g fom a1

P Y= 51 BT
e But this did not happen at the all-India level.
i Ug Hel-HRd TR W el ganT|

¢ No trade union was involved in the d_rafting stage.
fopadt ot 8 gfem &t uregT wRur § 2nfire el foar |

The govermment pushed these codes in a total undemocratic manner.

WHR A 37 digdrstt & quia: srarddi® adie I 3 dgMT|

Will making changes in industrial and labour laws attract investments?

T 3T SR 49 FA A AT o= smsidd wei?

e The govemment’s argument is that the labour codes will attract investment.
WHR HT T § [ dAaR DG AR DB B

o Will making changes in industrial and labour laws attract investments?
1 3NANMH SR 98 B § dGad Fagr aBa Hear?

¢ RM: This is a signal of policy stability and predictability.
RM: g -iferta fRRar ok gafgagar &1 dad 5|

e Today, we are not just competing within India.

3111 g1 Pae HRd & iR ufaegef 787 2 @ T

o We are also competing with other countries and these laws make it much more competitive
for global investors who compare the regulatory environment in countries such as Vietham
and South Korea with ours.

B 3 i & Iy ot e e 3@ ¥ 3R A S af¥yes frawrel & frw 39 oifdler uferemelf
F1d 8, S AR et arararol &t gor faaamrd 3R gféror sivar o <= § avd 5|

e When companies know what rules to follow, how to comply, what costs to expect, they can

make long-term decisions.

9 Ul B udT g1 & fb B J FHgw &1 T B1 8, $ SuEH AT 7, B I W
3Oferd €, o 3wt srafyr & fAofa @ g B

e The uniformity across States, digital filings, reduced disputes, and emphasis on flexibility
will make India a more attractive destination for the manufacturing and for supply chaln

Tl B wheydr, feforea wrgferm, faaret & o, 3R F=ama" R SR 4Rd &1
3R g A9 & oy i Snremter S|
¢ Investment depends on many other elements such as infrastructure, skills, taxation.

3% 37 Al S gPReaRR, fRpe, TR IR Ak FRar 31
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But labour is an important part of that.

QB 97 IHT TP HgagUf o= 5|

AK: I don’t think it will attract investors when in our own country, the situation is volatile and
workers are unsatisfied.

AK: T3 Tt @ i I8 fRawres! ot Sipftfa e oid 891 3o 39 7 fRUfY ifRR B 3R
it 3RigE T

How much FDI has come in since the government allowed 100% FDI in insurance and other
sectors?

IRPHR GRT ST 3R 3= &1 T 100% FDI $1 AR 3 & 918 I fasa=1 FDI 3411 87

We have already begun to lose out since the start of the tariff war.

P g = 811 & 91¢ I gH U5 &1 Fiw gR @ §

If India signs a bilateral treaty with the U.S., it will be opening a path for neo colonisation.

gfe YR 3R & Iy fguehy iy oxar €, df ug Aa-3nuf~axfie=ur &1 arf @i 3|

Will the codes enhance or expand social security?

T DI ATHITD & P 9¢1¢ T fawR He?

How prepared are our industries to share more for workers or towards a corpus that would
help workers?

?B@WW%W 31fieh AT < U1 AT B Haq B Tl PIY o oY fobe TaR
?

RM: The social security net is currently being widened to include platform and gig workers
and informal workers in small establishments and fixed-term employees.

RM: ATHTRT YR&T STe Idi o Wewid ok finr g, B¢ ufagmi & sraiive
yftret, SR fras-edf wefarial &) wnfie s & for faxaria g e 81

About 40 crore workers who will have access to minimum wages and social security
under the new codes.

TU HISY & I8 TTHT 40 HS YIB! B! YAqH da 3R ATHTRIS FRET BT A e |
The preparedness would vary from sector to sector as well as the size of the companies.
JARY &3 & SFUR SR HUMH! & SHTHR & AR N ghf|

Organised sector companies are very well repared

TEd & ot FHufaf sgd 3t aRe AR B

We are working very closely with MSMEs in terms of the implementation process.

&9 Haf-ag Ufhal & T+ B MSMEs & T1Y §gd fAdedl § HTH R B 6

AK: Our existing social security schemes have a mechanism of dispersal, have their own
administrative setup, and there is no government funding involved.

AK: BART HIS[aT |rHTfored RET T3t § fIavur &1 o g, SoT1 W=~ gfan 7, 3fik 399

WHR BIET e 78T 21

It is the employers and employees who contribute to these schemes, and the government
should discuss this issue with us and seek our consultation.

g el & friaar SR e GRTe #Rd €, 3IR RBR & 39 e, IR gAY 9 Bl
MY 3R TART IR T 1T

The existing schemes are being dumped into the Code on Social Security.

HiopeT A1l o TRre e His 3 $u fhar S |

How many people are covered by social security today in India? Only up to 7%.

3T HRT W TTHIS & & dgd b AT 31 82 Hhad 7% dd |

These new laws are not going to cover 93% of the other workers.

Y U BT 3T 93% HTHPI B HaR ] H |

Gig workers are only a small share of informal economy workers.
SrfeaaR & ft! BT Hadt U Blel g g

All mformal econo workers need protection.

oft & YADH! DY YRET P MATHT 5 |

Somal security to aII is a mirage.

Tt &1 TSI GR&M ST U WM & |
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Fixed term employment will undermine the concept of job security and weaken trade
unions.

frRs-eH AR AH8 TRET FT STURUN I HHGR BT 3R ¢8 1 BT FHR ST

Will the codes negatively impact worker-employer relations?

Caill

HIgd &1 Yiie-fFratadr geael IR TeRIAS YU TST?

RM: Any reform will bring about certain shifts in the work relationship.
RM: oot off guR @ w1 Teieh & $o uRad sma|
And there will be certain sections which will view it with a bit of a trepidation.
3R $B I U BT Il 39 $ ARIBAT & A G/ |
| think it’s important to hear their voices.
TR AT ¢ b 31 SfTare! A1 Hgaquf ¢ |
Fundamentally, we have to progress and embrace the changes.
A U G, g1 WA 1 8 3R Saedl B UM B |
These include deployment of women across all shifts and fixed-term employment and
certain hiring and layoff thresholds.
e quft Ruet & afgersit @1 a9, frws-ed Ao, 3R T3 graf iR A3
JREIesy A B
The codes strengthen notice period.
HIgY e rafy & Aegd ad 7
They i improve retrenchment compensation.
garae § YUR HA ¢ |
They create reskilling funds because many of the industries are going through a massive
shift today with Al.
3 $t-fEpfeiT te 91d & i 31T 8 IANT Al & Iy 78 URTd ¥ ToR | &
AK: The codes are not going to create a conducive environment.
K: $IgH U 3 d aldiaRUl To! ST |
Instead of bringing industrial peace, they are likely to create industrial unrest.
rifa A & oI, 3 3R Smrifa OcT B B T Tad B
Rights such as collective bargaining are not protected under the codes.
O ISR Pleg H Wigd T8l B
Employers and employees need to sit together, which is why the Indian Labour Conference
is essential.
faiaarsit 3R HH=TRT! &) 1Y 937 B T 7, UOTT Sf3TT AR B3 IS g

This is the right moment for employers’ organisations to urge the government to call for it.

Tg fiiadr TeHl & ot WeR I 38 AN HT 38 HRA &1 Tel I9T 71

Minimum wages have been a long-pending demand

g 3 U 49 9HT | afad AR R §

The S.P. Mukherjee Committee is yet to submit its report on this.

O R T 9. gEeil affa o snft st Rk o e 8

So, will the codes help with basic minimum wages?

ql, I HIgH gFAAIEl gAa I § TGE dl?

RM: There are nuances which cut across various regions and various industries.

RM: 99 faftra &3 SiR INT §f %3 J&d 3R (nuances) B

And the concem is around implementation, not principle, especially on what we call as living
wages.

ﬁ?ﬁﬂﬁl@ﬁﬁﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁﬂ%ﬁﬂ%ﬁﬂﬁmﬁ%

In my view, it should reflect variations in the cost of living across regions, as well as
sectoral differences where relevant.

R R & 38 faft &t & wita=1-araer e & SicR iR ST SH1a=ae gl a5t &t Sfar &
gidfefad B =iz ul
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These are important nuances, and there should also be some link to productivity.

T AUl YEAATE & 3R 3P IedTegddr I H Fafy g1 argul

Adjusting wages for inflation is important.

TEREI & TR 3 FHRISH Hgaquf ¢ |

We must ensure that the methodology used for this is clear and transparent so that it does
not lead to disputes.

& YR 31 91T % 59 3 IUTIT &1 9 arelt Srdvumedt Wy 3R TR g arfes fJarg
9374 gl
AK: The code on wages has diluted the minimum wage guarantees.

AK: a9 BI§ 7 A" da MR DI HHOIR (BT ¢ |

Instead of ensuring a minimum living wage, the codes empower the Centre to fix a floor
level wage.

FAqH S-G9 daT YT B & IO, DIgd D% &) TR dqd dof 9 H B
SHIIPR Gd 5

And how much of our workforce is being covered?

3R AR HRITA BT [T gl HaR 1 36T 82

Almost 90% of the workforce is not getting minimum wages.

TTHT 90% HIITA P! YAdH da gl i 8T |

And now more and more people will be out of minimum wage cover because under the
Occupational Safety, Health and Working Conditions Code, the threshold to obtain a
license for a factory has been increased from 10 workers to 20 workers with power and 20
workers to 40 workers without power.

IR 3 3R R AT YA I & TR J 18R B S i SATaaTiS Y&, WA
3R »rf fRUfTAT Fis & ded Hhad! AR U B o1 T 10 F TTHR 20 (TR P ATY)
3R 20 | TSP 40 (IR & M) R AR R

This will exclude a number of workers from the purview of minimum wages law.

T P HH® AT I DT b SRR I J16R 8l o |
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Centre rejects IMF’s
notion that 50% tariffs
will be ‘indefinite’

Union government says the international funding body’s assessment

of the US’s tariff impact on India’s GDP growth is ‘on the high side’

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

he Centre has ob-

jected to the Inter-

national Monetary
Fund’s (IMF) baseline as-
sumption that the U.S’s
50% tariffs would conti-
nue, saying they would not
remain in place
“indefinitely”.

The government added
that the IMF’s assessment
of the growth impact of the
tariffs was “on the high
side”. The IMF has estimat-
ed that the tariff hit would
reduce India’s GDP growth
rate by 0.4% in 2025-26
and by 0.3% next year.

The IMF’s comments
and the government’s res-
ponse are encapsulated in
the latest Article IV consul-
tation report by the IMF,
which comprises its staff’s
assessment of India’s finan-
cial and economic system
based on its calculations
and consultations with offi-
cials in the Ministry of Fi-

Bone of contention

IMF estimated that the tariff hit will reduce India’s GDP growth
rate by 0.4% in 2025-26 and by 0.3% next year

m Indian authorities
generally concurred with
IMF staff's assessment of
the outlook and risks

m The govt. and RBI officials,
however, did not agree with
staff's tariff assumption,
IMF’s report says

nance and RBL “The auth-
orities [government and
RBI officials] generally con-
curred with staff’s assess-
ment of the outlook and
risks, though they did not
agree with staff’s tariff as-
sumption,” the report said.

The government agreed
that the overall economic
impact of the tariff shock
should be “manageable” in
the near term, although it
did concede that a few in-
dustries would be “heavily
aftected”.

“That said, the authori-
ties disagreed with staff’s
baseline assumption that

the 50% U.S. tariffs would
remain in place indefinite-
ly and considered staff’s
estimated growth impact
to be on the high side given
frontloading and the po-
tential for developing oth-
er export markets,” the re-
port added.

According to the IMF re-
port, the Indian govern-
ment recognised the risks
of elevated global uncer-
tainty and potential furth-
er external shocks, but em-
phasised the positive
potential from newly con-
cluded and forthcoming
free trade agreements.

Centre rejects IMF’s notion that 50% tariffs will be ‘indefinite’

&% 7 IMF B 39 YRON & WS fbar & 50% Yoo siHf¥asre a@ a

e The Union government says the international funding body’s assessment of the U.S.’s

tqriff impact on India’s GD!:> growth is ‘on thg high side’. N~
&% PR B Hgl ¢ b fariia ARIT GRT HRA BT GDP s R 3ARDT & Yoo o
WUTG BT DT ‘BB AT %

a
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The Centre has objected to the International Monetary Fund’s (IMF) baseline assumption
that the U.S.’s 50% tariffs would continue, saying they would not remain in place
“indefinitely”.

&% 3 SARRTERT YT B (IMF) BT 39 T 4RO TR SR ST @ o SrafRepT & 50% Yo
SIRI X8, I8 Hed gU & d “sifAf¥aeTa” do ar] 5l B |

The govemment added that the IMF’s assessment of the growth impact of the tariffs was “on
the high side”.

WHR 3 78 ft 7T b Yeb! & fABRT UG BT IMF &7 e “HIbT 31w B

The IMF has estimated that the tariff hit would reduce India’s GDP growth rate by 0.4% in
2025-26 and by 0.3% next year.

IMF = 3 AN § b Yoo & YU & YR &1 GDP g 3R 2025-26 | 0.4% 3R 3ATet a
0.3% °C ST |

The IMF’'s comments and the govemment’s response are encapsulated in the latest Article
IV consultation report by the IMF, which comprises its staff's assessment of India’s
financial and economic system based on its calculations and consultations with officials in
the Ministry of Finance and RBI.

IMF &1 fewfOr 3R TR & ufafehar IMF 31 TdHdH 3=de IV IRl Ruid des g,
ORI 3% HHARET gRT Fd WA iR RBI ¥ SRR & TRIR! 3R TOMTSH & SR |
yRd & faxfta xR e yomett &1 siwe= I g1

“The authorities [govemment and RBI officials] generally concurred with staff's assessment of
the outlook and risks, though they did not agree with staff’s tariff assumption,” the report
said.

“UIIBTNGT [RPR 3R RBI ABIRGN 7 3MH dR R P01 3R SHFEH R T & e
T Yeufd STdTs, BT d T &t Yeb Aot 4Rom ¥ Jgad et 4, Ruid & g1 T

The government agreed that the overall economic impact of the tariff shock should be
“‘manageable” in the near term, although it did concede that a few industries would be “heavily
affected”.

WBR = AT b Yo 31T BT Hot AP YUTd e 3afy § “Frofier g1 =nfey, gaife
I Ug WiHR o fos & IR It THIfdT givl|

“That said, the authorities disagreed with staff’s baseline assumption that the 50% U.S. tariffs
would remain in place indefinitely and considered staff’s estimated growth impact to be on
the high side given frontloading and the potential for developing other export markets,” the
report added.

TP Y BT, USRS 3 T BT 39 A YR Y SGHN SIdTs [ 50% MANDI [eh
AffawTa 9% BT SR wealfeT aur o frrafa aremRl & faem ot SutaHTsit &1 cad gu
W% GRT STATT (AP UG DI HIHT TS 71, RUld 7 e

According to the IMF report, the Indian government recognised the risks of elevated global
uncertainty and potential further external shocks, but emphasised the positive potential
from newly concluded and forthcoming free trade agreements.

IMF & IR, YR TRHR = Sff3aar # gfes Sik Tvifad argdt siesl &
STt &Y WieR fara, Afe g7 g 1 Fud iR 3 a1 Yo saTuR gwghdl 9 s aret
THRTHD FHTT3N W SR feam|

| S&T 28/11/2025
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Learning from centenarians: new
study unveils secrets of longevity

Healthy diets, active lifestyle, avoiding tobacco and alcohol, and social connectedness foster longevity. according to the findings from the

Longitudinal Ageing Study of India; more scientific and policy-based ageing research however, is needed, as India’s senior population continues to grow

Sunil Rajpal
Shreya Ronanki

he oldest-olds group (especially

centenarians, aged 100+ years)

can offer valuable insights and

ings towards

understanding longevity via health and
healthcare behaviour, social security,
dietary patterns, and lifestyle habits.
While research investments aimed at
understanding the secrets to longevity
have grown substantially in high-income
countries, developing and populous
nations such as India are yet to witness
such research advancements.

Although India’s traditional knowledge
systems hold abundant insights into
longevity characteristics, persistent gaps
in research and reliable statistics continue
to hinder efforts to decode existing
wisdom. A recently-published paper on
profiling the health and well-being of
centenarians, utilising data from the
Longitudinal Ageing Study of India (LASD)
offer some learnings.

Health markers

India’s sample centenarians reveal
striking patterns of superior health
markers and resilience. Interestingly,
most were found to be in good health,
reflecting optimal biomarker profiles.
More than half (55.5%) of centenarians
had a normal Body Mass Index (BMI),
while about 41% were underweight.
Further, more than 91% of centenarians
(100% of female centenarians) had a
normal waist circumference. The absence
of overweight and
high-waist-circumference centenarians in
the sample clearly indicates the
importance of weight management and
lean lifestyles (dietary restrictions and
physical activity) for a healthier and
longer life.

Chronic ailments that dominate
discussions of ageing were virtually
absent, with zero cases of high
cholesterol, stroke, or heart disease, and
only a few with diabetes (1.7%). More than
90% of centenarians had never consumed
alcohol, and about 68% had never
smoked tobacco. Collectively, these
findings highlight the absence of major
risk factors as a defining marker of
longevity. Global studies have also
observed that centenarians either
completely avoid or markedly delay the
onset of chronic diseases.

These findings add heft to the growing
calls from experts to shift the public
health discourse in India in order to
promote healthy dietary habits and an
active lifestyle at the population level,
especially among older adults in urban
areas. Nutrition policies and programmes
need to pivot toward behavioural
interventions to promote awareness of
the benefits of weight management via
healthy diets — reducing consumption of
foods containing high fat, sugar, and salt;
restricting alcohol and tobacco intake;
and developing a consistent health

Shades of grey: India will be home to the highest number of centenarians (superagers) by 2050; therefore, the subject domain warrants timely research and

policy attention. IMRAN NISSAR

routine. Active policy engagement in this
regard has to start now, to mitigate the
health burden in the coming decades.

Activities of daily living

Only about a third of the centenarians
reported difficulties with basic activities
of daily living (ADLS), including walking
(33.3%), eating (33.3%), bathing (36.1%),
and dressing (36.1%). However, more
complex instrumental activities of daily
living posed substantial barriers. A large
proportion of centenarians struggled with
housework (88.9%), managing money
(83.3%), making calls (77.8%), shopping
(75%), and finding addresses (69.4%).
From a gender perspective, the findings
are alarming, as most of the sample
centenarians were female widows from
rural areas.

The duality of resilience in health but
dependence in daily function carries
direct implications for ageing-related
policies. The findings warrant sustained
efforts towards promoting formal
caregiving, community-based day-care
services, accessible transport, nursing,
and ambulatory care. These ADL
limitations also indicate the requirement
of an age-based tailored approach to
providing elderly care and functioning
assistance from a policy standpoint.

Behavioural interventions are also
required to promote and destigmatise
extra-familial services, such as outside
help for formal nursing care of the
elderly, to ease the workload on family
members. This becomes especially
important for tasks that require mental
and cognitive abilities, including
managing finances and calling for help in
case of emergencies.

in modern

can also be leveraged to provide remote
monitoring support, as well as specialised
geriatric aids and equipment to manage
urgent healthcare needs.

Finally, a focus on improving social
security nets for the oldest-old is critical
to promote paid caregiving, along with
enhancing the self-respect and subjective
well-being derived from financial
autonomy.

Well-being profile

Subjective self-assessments are known to

be important markers of longevity.

Several studies have shown that people

with positive ratings toward self-health
and life levels

it ll-being. Fma]ly,ahlgh
1I-being rating by the olds Ids also

THE GIST

v

Research investments aimed at
understanding the secrets to
longevity have grown
substantially in high-income
countries, developing and
populous nations such as India
are yet to witness such
research advancements.
Persistent gaps in research and
reliable statistics continue to
hinder efforts to decode
existing wisdom in India

v

India’s sample centenarians
reveal striking patterns of
superior health markers and
resilience. Interestingly, most
were found to be in good
health, reflecting optimal
biomarker profiles. These
findings add heft to the
growing calls from experts to
shift the discourse in order to
promote healthy dietary habits
and an active lifestyle at the
population level

v

To emerge as a global

indicates the importance of mental
wellness. Possible learning points from
this could be adopting better sleep
routines, more outdoor recreational
activities, and limiting screen time.

The way forward

India will be home to the highest number
of centenarians (superagers) by 2050;
therefore, the subject domain warrants
timely research and policy attention. To
emerge as a global economic powerhouse
requires a long-term perspective on
research in longevity and well-being. The
first step forward is to build a

database on the oldest-olds,

have a higher likelihood of better health
markers and a longer life. The majority of
the sample centenarians in India
expressed moderate (36.8%) and high
(51.2%) levels of satisfaction with their
lives. More than 75% of the sample
centenarians believed that they were
healthy and happy.

Such findings point towards the need
to promote discussions around
socialisation activities and engagement,
family care and bonding, living
arrangements, and mental health issues.
Potential pathways could be in the form of
devoted elderly day-care platforms to
encourage voluntary helping activities,
augmenting a sense of purpose, and
hence enhancing the self-assessment of
well-being.

Additionally, spiritual gatherings are an
essential platform for elderly Indians to
socialise and connect at later stages of life.
Fostering such congregations can be
beneficial for both psychological and

their distribution across geographies,
demographics, and socioeconomic
groups, and their basic lifestyle habits.

India has demonstrated remarkable
success in generating reliable
demographic and health statistics on
infant births, vaccinations, and maternal
health. This capacity now needs to be
extended to longevity and scientific,
policy-based ageing research. Global
evidence indicated that longevity secrets
cut across clinical, biological,

physiological, genetic, and socioeconomic

factors. India, with its sheer scale and
diversity, is uniquely placed to contribute
to this understanding.

(Sunil Rajpal is an assistant professor of
economics & director, Centre for Research
in Wellbeing and Happiness (CRWBH),
FLAME University, Pune.
sunil rajpal@flame.edu.in Shreya Ronanki
is research analyst, CRWBH, FLAME
University, Pune.
shreya.ronanki@flame.edu.in)

Learning from centenarians: new study unveils secrets of longevity

3ty 3 g ¢ ereaye A dhufg & Yewl &1 gar fean

Healthy diets, active lifestyle, avoiding tobacco and alcohol, and social connectedness
foster longevity, according to the findings from the Longitudinal Ageing Study of India;
more scientific and policy-based ageing research however, is needed, as India’s senior

9P 3R 3rehigd F ST, 3R JHATTS JST4 Srafg & ggral

g Eﬁlﬁ YRd &1 aky
ST AR §¢ el @, WWW@?W@HWW@WE&ﬂﬁ

population continues to grow

T 3AER,

348, ug A regfe=a ufdi R:cﬂarrmgl%maaﬁr&m‘f%

TG HAT §
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economic requires
along-term perspective on
research in longevity and
well-being. The first step
forward is to build a
strengthened database on the
centenarians.
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The oldest-olds group (especially centenarians, aged 100+ years)

e 31 3Y ATt TUE (fARiv® AeRa=, 1oo+aﬁ)

The oldest-olds group (especially centenarians, aged 100+ years) can offer valuable
insights and learnings towards understanding longevity via health and healthcare behaviour,
social security, dietary pattems, and lifestyle habits.

T 31feres 3G aren Tig (fAivex AEMa=a, 100+ ) W, gRBIR AIER, AMH
R&M, ST3Et Ue, ﬁ@mm%mmﬁﬁ%ﬁﬂ%ﬁ%mw&mﬁ&ﬁ?
NG e &Rl |

While research investments aimed at understanding the secrets to longevity have grown
substantially in high-income countries, developing and populous nations such as India are
yet to witness such research advancements.

STefe B T P T S e I-3ma ard 3= W BTt §¢ 7, HIRd ol
faprsiia iR SHeRe-agd S Hf T Y Iae 31t Sam &t 78t i B

Although India’s traditional knowledge systems hold abundant insights into longevity
characteristics, persistent gaps in research and reliable statistics continue to hinder efforts to
decode existing wisdom.

greiic HIRd b1 URUTRD F1 yonferdt & g fagivarelt o vafw Siqefbal A €, dfd
g‘ﬁrsﬂ:r IR Iy 3 el & AR HH! Hiolal I B THS & ! § a1eT STadt gl

A recently-published paper on profiling the health and well-being of centenarians, utilising
data from the Longltudlnal Agelng Study of India (LASI) offer some leamings.

TR WY 3T ST (LASI) & STT BT ITANT Hxd gU ASHRT & Ward
3R H P MBIA R T &1 H UHIRIT U IR $& 1 U HRal g

Health m_arkers
WY GPdPp

India’s sample centenarians reveal striking patterns of superior health markers and resilience.
YRA & J0d YARTT S8R aed ATh 3R INMRITH F Ieeie- te fowmd g1
Interestingly, most were found to be in good health, reflecting optimal biomarker proflles
eI U @, SfRIhie b Sred T B U 7T, S SR arIGR WIeTed Bl auid 2
More than half (55 5%) of centenarians had a normal Body Mass Index (BMI), while about
41% were underweight.
ARG O T 3 T 3P (55.5%) BT BMI JTHIRT YT, Safdy TTHT 41% HH dol arat 31
Further, more than 91% of centenarians (100% of female centenarians) had a normal waist
circumference.
Q%ﬂ%&rfaﬁaa, 91% I 3HfIPH JEHRTH (100% ARAT AEHGT) B AT B AT GH
I

The absence of overweight and high-waist-circumference centenarians in the sample
clearly indicates the importance of weight management and lean lifestyles (dietary restrictions
and physical act|V|ty) for a healthier and longer life.
Jud | Sfiavde 3R BT5-a¥€ THHBIA e MR S SrufRufad T 3R et omg & forg
IO YaY 3R o9 ATSHhETSd (S5 Ufasy 3k IRiRe® nfafafen & Ae@ & @y *u 3
CRUGIE]
Chronic ailments that dominate discussions of ageing were virtually absent, with zero cases
of high cholesterol, stroke, or heart disease, and only a few with diabetes (1.7%).

2 OTg o et @WE”T‘LFTG@T@—HQJT S BTE PloReid, WP, T1gTe fSeiie
& T Wt ard 781, IR STfediST bad 1.7% 4 U5 TS|
More than 90% of centenarians had never consumed alcohol, and about 68% had never
smoked tobacco.
90% ¥ 3% TRTT 7 Hft IRTE 78 |, 3R AU 68% = Hft darg &) form
Collectively, these findings highlight the absence of major risk factors as a defining marker of
longevity.
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¢ Global studies have also observed that centenarians either completely avoid or markedly
delay the onset of chronic diseases.
Ay srera! | off uran T § O SRR R SRl sl AT M g g AT gd § AT
DT YFITT BB R I Bl 3|

e These findings add heft to the growing calls from experts to shift the public health discourse in
India in order to promote healthy dietary habits and an active lifestyle at the population level,
especially among older adults in urban areas.
3 frep e fA=ivRll &1 dadt HiT &1 Aoie! ad ¢ 1 YR B Ui god FEp o) 9gaar @
WH-UH &1 31ed! 3R Aiehd Shia<ielt &I dgrar foar S, faives et &=t & g 7|

e Nutrition policies and programmes need to pivot toward behavioural interventions to promote
awareness of the benefits of weight management via healthy diets — reducing consumption
of foods containing high fat, sugar, and salt; restricting alcohol and tobacco intake; and
developing a consistent health routine.

gur Fifdt iR HRIGH! B! AgIRG gdaldl I 3R I AT, qlfh o YaeH, TR
e, P e, TR, 317 e ard Hisi, IRTT AR daTe P v, 3R Fafie wre
et & o & SR o SITRe & dgls off I |
e Active policy engagement in this regard has to start now, to mitigate the health burden in the
coming decades.
a@?ﬁm@ﬁm@gﬁmmﬁ%%ﬂﬁ%mﬁmmmm A A IE
I

Activities of daily living
wfafaferar

e e Y

¢ Only about a third of the centenarians reported difficulties with basic activities of daily living
(ADLs), including walking (33.3%), eating (33. 3%) bathing (36.1%), and dressing (36.1%).

Rt @ Tep-fagTs AT 7 2w Sl @t gfard! nfafafir (ADLs) & sl ot
o @Y, o e T (33.3%), WHT (33.3%), T8 (36.1%) 1R HUS TSI (36.1%) UM & |

e However, more complex instrumental activities of daily living posed substantial barriers.
BT, S oifa &t St ST TR 3 Feeauut seTd vRad |

e Alarge proportion of centenarians struggled with housework (88.9%), managing money
(83 3%), making calls (77.8%), shopping (75%), and finding addresses (69 4%).

H1TH T3T [T TR BT (88.9%), U HT USH (83.3%), PHIdT HRAT (77.8%),

TSR (75%) 3R U ga1 (69.4%) T Tos o ur |

o From a gender perspective, the findings are alarming, as most of the sample centenarians
were female widows from rural areas.
At e 3 fres Rideme §, Fiife Sua & siftre = oy afger fauang o, s
Trftor &3 3 o

o The duality of resilience in health but dependence in daily function carries direct implications
for ageing-related policies.
W § adiaE dfe ¢ sl 8 PRk ot a8 gdar gemawin @ Sefia Hifodl & fae e
THTG 3 5 |

e The findings warrant sustained efforts towards promoting formal caregiving, community-
based day-care services, accessible transport, nursing, and ambulatory care.
3 Frspy STaRe 2@UTH, TTETR®-STHTRd 3-$a% Yar, g TRae, TR 3
WA HIR B! Fg141 o1 P foTe FRER Tar &t saadhdr g §1

e These ADL limitations also indicate the requirement of an age-based tailored approach to
providing elderly care and functioning assistance from a policy standpoint.

Y ADL THTE 3G SEUTA 3R HfeTd TgRIdT e S & oY 3Tg-Temid srgpia
TP B} srazgesar i wid ¥

e Behavioural interventions are also required to promote and destigmatise extra-familial
services, such as outside help for formal nursing care of the elderly, to ease the workload
on family members.
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URAR & &l & 8131 DI HH B P [T G711 1 ST ARKT @UTA St a5t Jarsit
! FETdT &7 3R ITHT Hh G B g AIGINGD gwaay Bt Hf sazadmar |

This becomes especially important for tasks that require mental and cognitive abilities,
including managing finances and calling for help in case of emergencies.

Tg faRiy U § 39 B & o1 Hgayui g1 offa & o d ARy iR WIS &Hand
STARAD BIcht &, o faig Taie SR SfaTd fRUf & weTadl & fore it |

Advancements in modern technology can also be leveraged to provide remote monitoring
support, as well as specialised geriatric aids and equipment to manage urgent healthcare
needs.

AYH T B WG BT IuanT et AT uid UaH a3 & I1Y-T1Y TaRad [y
SRERdl B JUTa & forg fadiy Sifvanfe s Juemror Iuasy R o oft fara o e B

Finally, a focus on improving social security nets for the oldest-old is critical to promote paid
caregiving, along with enhancing the self-respect and subjective well-being derived from
financial autonomy.

ST, T oIl o To AT GRET ST B AT HIAT UG HARFTGT BT FGIa1 o o ol
u?a’q%f% 1 g1 ot o @ e ara Se-awTe 3R aafeaure wearor 8 gig oft

Well-being profile
Cagliy)

Subijective self-assessments are known to be important markers of longevity.

AfdTIRS W-edidh Harg & AgaqUl Ydbad! & U & S offd g |

Several studies have shown that people with positive ratings toward self-health assessment
and life satisfaction levels have a higher likelihood of better health markers and a longer life.
e Srerarl B foman T § o HPRTeA® - 3R Sfie I TR ard @il J
SR WY Fhddh 3R Tell 31T Bt AP FHTST Bl g

The majority of the sample centenarians in India expressed moderate (36.8%) and high
(51.2%) levels of satisfaction with their lives.

YR & Judd ARG 7 G 1T 3 shiad I 724 (36.8%) 3R I (51.2%) TR &1 Tdfd
e |

More than 75% of the sample centenarians believed that they were healthy and happy.

Judt YRGB Y 75% § 31 ST AT T i § W 3R G B |

Such findings point towards the need to promote discussions around socialisation activities
and engagement, family care and bonding, living arrangements, and mental health issues.

T e gmaTfoTe Mfafafdat SR TgHTiaT, TiRaTe SHTE 3R e, I§7 B e, 3R
nﬂmwaﬁmaﬁﬁmﬁaﬁwﬁmmaﬂﬁél

Potential pathways could be in the form of devoted elderly day-care platforms to encourage
voluntary helping activities, augmenting a sense of purpose, and hence enhancing the self-
assessment of well-being
HWﬁﬁ@@ﬁg@ﬁ%%@Wﬁa@WWwﬁaﬁm% il df=y% weTdl
Tfafafrgt & NRd &, ILT B U1 T4, 3R 3T UHR Hedlvl & W-idh B 9ga’
S|

Additionally, spiritual gatherings are an essential platform for elderly Indians to socialise and
connect at later stages of life.

% e, smeaTfdis TH gopt YRdT & fore Shiam & Ioref & Irnfores g 3R I8 &1
U% Hg@yul 7 ¢ |

Fostering such congregations can be beneficial for both psychological and emotional well-
being.

Qémﬂaﬁméﬂwﬁmsﬁ? YA HedIvl GHI & foTT ATHBRI 61 bl 5 |

Finally, a high well-being rating by the oldest-olds also indicates the importance of mental
wellness.

3, T Tl gRT 3= HeT0T T AHRIG WG & e B! o g2t B

Possible leaming points from this could be adopting better sleep routines, more outdoor
recreational activities, and limiting screen time.
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TR U GHIfAd el deck e ot fem=af sroam, sifde set akeiss nifafafiat &,
3R Th1H THY &) A ST M 81 Thal g

The way forward
3T BT IR

¢ India will be home to the highest number of centenarians (superagers) by 2050; therefore,
the subject domain warrants timely research and policy attention.
2050 I YRA H ¥ SfF A= (Fureerd) gi; 9o, 39 fawy &9 & i | 2y
3R T & 3a=T® ¢

e To emerge as a global economic powerhouse requires a long-term perspective on research in

longevity and well-being.
e Tfdd & =0 & IHRA & forg <hafyg iR e IR =Ny & forg S e

TS ¢ |

e The first step forward is to build a strengthened database on the oldest-olds, their distribution
across geographies, demographics, and socioeconomic groups, and their basic lifestyle
habits.
UEEl HeH T Folfit R U Hoigd STetey &1 g, forad 3! Uiniferss, sHaiferea,
TrToT-31fe faaRur Sik gfam Siiasia sied =i &

¢ India has demonstrated remarkable success in generating reliable demographic and health
statistics on infant births, vaccinations, and maternal health.
YR A RR] 5, THTHR0T SR A WA R {331 SR Sk W sfids Iaa
TR A I qhad T g

e This capacity now needs to be extended to longevity and scientific, policy-based ageing
research.
%GWE“GT & Y Srafg 3R a7, T JGTaRT ST deh AR &R BT SHTaRgdhdl

I

¢ Global evidence indicated that longevity secrets cut across clinical, biological,
physiological, genetic, and socioeconomic factors.
Ay vTor ST FHRaT © b ey & e fFafea, sraaicied, friraiced, Safes,
3R ArTS-3fife BR®T A T eI &

e India, with its sheer scale and diversity, is uniquely placed to contribute to this understanding.

YR 3T fazmarar 3R fafdedr & 9y 39 g0y A aive 31 & foe fafty & u @ wem B
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India’s food colouring woes and steps
being taken to combat recurring issue

Athira Elssa Johnson

India continues to face recurring episodes
of chemical adulteration in food,
particularly through the use of
non-permitted synthetic dyes. One of the
most persistent among them is auramine
0, a bright yellow industrial dye banned
under Indian food safety regulations.
Recent inspections by State food safety
departments, academic studies and even
everyday observations have again
uncovered its presence in food items.

What is auramine?

Auramine O is a synthetic yellow dye
extensively used in industry, including
textile and leather processing, printing
inks, paper manufacturing, and certain
microbiological staining procedures. It
has a vivid colour and is inexpensive, but
is not approved for use as a food colour in
India. Toxicological research has linked
its ingestion to a range of health risks,
including liver and kidney damage,
enlargement of the spleen, mutagenic
effects that can alter genetic material, and
potential carcinogenic outcomes. The
International Agency for Research on
Cancer (IARC) classifies auramine as a
substance that is possibly carcinogenic to
humans.

2
g % 2
) ,: qi‘. } ',- 3 .
[ & k; *'&3%{& (4 ",{'

Despite longstanding prohibitions, auramine O
continues to enter the food chain largely due to
its easy availability and low cost. GETTY IMAGES

Despite longstanding prohibitions,
auramine continues to enter the food
chain largely due to its easy availability
and low cost. Industrial-grade colours are
sold informally in local markets, and
small-scale sweet makers or vendors often
rely on these unlabelled powders because
they provide a bright, appealing yellow
that mimics saffron, turmeric, or
permitted synthetic colours. In many
cases, producers remain unaware of
regulatory restrictions or view
enforcement as avoidable.

While the Food Safety and Standards
Act, 2006, provides stringent provisions
against adulteration, enforcement

remains uneven due to variations in
laboratory capacity, staffing, and
surveillance systems across States.

The Food Safety and Standards
Authority of India (FSSAI) periodically
intensifies sampling, surveillance, and
enforcement efforts, particularly during
festive seasons when colour adulteration
peaks. Several States have launched
targeted drives against illegal colourants,
leading to seizures of unlabelled dye
packets and prosecution of violating
units. Alongside enforcement, awareness
programmes for small food
manufacturers and street vendors are
being expanded to encourage safer
manufacturing practices. There is also a
push to strengthen laboratory
infrastructure and develop rapid testing
kits that can detect industrial dyes at the
point of sale.

Eliminating auramine O from the food
chain will require a multilayered
approach. This includes tighter regulation
of chemical markets selling industrial
dyes, sustained community-level
education for small manufacturers,
broader deployment of easy-to-use testing
tools, and stronger penalties for chronic
violators. Consumer education will also
be crucial.

(athira.elssa@thehindu.co.in)

India’s food colouring woes and steps being taken to combat recurring issue

YRT P PS HANT JHITE 3R 3Ma< Ge, A FAueq & fore I1E w1 38 Fen

Chemical adL_IIteration in food
QT uerdf o

India continues to face recurring episodes of chemical adulteration in food, particularly
through the use of non-permitted synthetic dyes.
YRd Y UG B IRHe fdae f IR-9R 14 arell ge-1si &1 JrH1 ol 3641 6,
faRiveR AR-ergrifea Ridfesd 1€ & I & mem 1|

One of the most persistent among them is auramine O, a bright yellow industrial dye banned

under Indian food safety regulations.

99 Ie9 TR U T aTd Hellaed R | T U IIRATS O §, Sl THb el Uil shenfiie

1§ 3R RS | Jreq ot & dgd ufdefid g

Recent inspections by State food safety departments, academic studies and even everyday

observations have again uncovered its presence in food items.

ST W1 QR faymTt & giferar S, Qe sremaet 3R ISR & SadidhHl A T aR iR

T Uerdf § 59T SURITT &1 udr e g |

What is auramine?
\J

TS FT 8?2

Auramine O is a synthetic yellow dye extensively used in industry, including textile and leather

processing, printing inks, paper manufacturing, and certain microbiological staining

procedures.
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3RHATET O U Ridfess diet 11§ foryepT suraes IugiT Il # Bl 8, Wil 9% 3IR IHST

It has a vivid colour and is inexpensive, but is not app_roved for'use asa fqod colour in India.
sﬂ?wanaﬂwam% 3R T AT &, AT YR | 3 W 1 & =0 H Srgifed et fvan
gl

Toxicological research has linked its ingestion to a range of health risks, including liver and

kidney damage, enlargement of the spleen, mutagenic effects, and potential carcinogenic
outcomes.

TRIpIdToIh e ] = 9% Ua- B! s WA SGH! A 9iie] &, o frar ok frs+it S0,
el &1 91, RETOfA® THTd, 3R WU HaRei-e UiRomT |

The International Agency for Research on Cancer (IARC) classifies auramine as a
substance that is possibly carcinogenic to humans.

IARC (FSARMA Tt Wik R 31T $8R) 7 IR &l A & e FHIfad BeRors
e & =g & Fffed fasan §1

Despite longstanding prohibitions, auramine continues to enter the food chain largely due to
its easy availability and low cost.

e T § UfASfId 8 & Sag, SHG! M ISl 3R HH AN & HRUT SRS WTe
el H YA HRaT Bl ]|

Industrial-grade colours are sold informally in local markets, and small-scale sweet makers or
vendors often rely on these unlabelled powders because they provide a bright yellow that
mimics saffron, turmeric, or permitted synthetic colours.

R SR 8 S-S I 1 SAUERD T F 99 911d €, R Ble TR & Mor Fafar ar
faohan 371 forT dea arat Urse’t )R R Y8d € Hifes & Swae Fiar 397 &d § S R, geel, a1
Srifed Ridfesw it S feaar g1

In many cases, producers remain unaware of regulatory restrictions or view enforcement as
avoidable.

F3 AWdl §, IdTGS Hae Uidstl § 9 Xgd & a1 Ydd- 1 eTal ol e+ aral Id ¢ |
While the Food Safety and Standards Act, 2006, provides stringent provisions against
adulteration, enforcement remains uneven due to variations in laboratory capacity, staffing,
and surveillance systems across States.

BIA® e AW Us Wesd Ude, 2006 Adae & RIdTh WRed WIayT™ UeH &Rl 8, Afd

%m‘rﬁuﬁm&m eI, SR Affare R & Rrdisl & SRO Had SR 8l
I

The Food Safety and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI) periodically intensifies

sampling, surveillance, and enforcement efforts, particularly during festive seasons when
colour adulteration peaks.

FSSAI THI-IHg TR HUfel, R 3R Fac Tt &1 ool a3l 5, faRivax @igR & J0g
T 3 fydrae R W B g

Several States have launched targeted drives against illegal colourants, leading to seizures of
unlabelled dye packets and prosecution of violatm%umts

Hs IS A Ay T & RIars =y e e ¢, oMY famT dad ard 18 Ode ofsd gU &
3R I I dTeht BT & RIATH HRATS DI T8 ¢ |

Alongside enforcement, awareness programmes for small food manufacturers and street
vendors are being expanded to encourage safer manufacturing practices.

Yo & A-T1Y Bie W Fafdrsit iR Eie 35y & fort Siredhdr wrismH! &1 fawaR faar o
BT § aIfes Q& IcuTe U &1 Wiedtfed fova S 6o |

There is also a push to strengthen laboratory infrastructure and develop rapid testing kits
that can detect industrial dyes at the point of sale.
TIRTRITCAT ST Bl Wm\?%? s AR fbem 7 R Aft SR e g1 8 o
Tt Rid W SRS S8 &1 Uar o o |

Eliminating auramine O from the food chain will require a multilayered approach.

T G H HRARA O B FHIE B & [T Tg&R T RDHIU Pt SHTaRISHdl gt

This includes tighter regulation of chemical markets selling industrial dyes, sustained
community-level education for small manufacturers, broader deployment of easy-to-use
testing tools, and stronger penalties for chronic violators.
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UG
e Consumer education will also be crucial.
Jufiadr e +ff refd Ayl R
BIG SHOT

LAY

------

Protective shot: A girl being vaccinated against diphtheria at the Al-Afad camp for displaced people in the town of
Al-Dabba, northern Sudan. AFp

Protective shot: A girl being vaccinated against diphtheria at the Al-Afad camp for displaced people in
the town of Al-Dabba, northern Sudan.

Diphtheria

e Diphtheria is a highly contagious bacterial infection that mainly affects the throat, nose, and
sometimes the skin.
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e [tis caused by a bacterium called Corynebacterium
diphtheriae.

What the disease does

The bacteria release a dangerous toxin that can:

* form a thick, grey-white membrane in the throat
* block the airway

» damage the heart

« affect nerves

* cause breathing failure

This membrane is the classic sign of diphtheria and can choke a person
if not treated quickly.

How it spreads

Diphtheria spreads easily through:

* coughing or sneezing

* close contact with an infected person

* touching contaminated objects

* contact with infected wounds (skin diphtheria)

It spreads similar to the common cold, but is far more dangerous.

Symptoms
Throat Diphtheria

* Severe sore throat

* Fever

* Swollen glands

* Thick grey “sheet-like” membrane in throat
* Difficulty breathing or swallowing

* Weakness

Skin Diphtheria

* Painful ulcers
» Red rashes
* Slow-healing wounds
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Why diphtheria is dangerous

The diphtheria toxin can:

* stop the heart (myocarditis)

* cause paralysis by damaging nerves
* block the airway completely

* cause kidney failure

Before vaccines, many children died from it.

Treatment

Diphtheria requires urgent medical care:

1. Antitoxin: Neutralises the toxin circulating in the body.

2. Antibiotics: Usually erythromycin or penicillin — kills the bacteria.
3. Isolation: To stop the infection from spreading.

Delays in treatment can be fatal.

Prevention: The Vaccine

e Diphtheria can be easily prevented with the DPT/DTaP vaccine given to children.
e In India, it is part of the Universal Immunisation Programme (UIP).

Vaccine schedule (simplified):
* At 6, 10, 14 weeks

* Boosters at 16-24 months

* Another booster at 5—6 years

* Adult boosters every 10 years (Td vaccine)

Vaccination is the most effective protection.
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Questions and Answers of the previous day’s daily quiz: 1. This
week, the International Astronomical Union decided that a
3.5-billion-year-old crater on Mars will be named for the first Indian
who served as the director of the Geological Survey of India. Ans: M.S.
Krishnan

2. This Indian physicist from Hooghly district was known for his studies
of light under CV Raman’s guidance and on radiophysics with Camille
Gutton. Ans: Sisir Kumar Mitra

3. Homi Jehangir Bhabha has a 64-km-wide crater named for him on
the moon’s far side. The crater is of scientific interest because the
impact that formed it penetrated deep into the floor of the basin it is
located in, excavated materials, and distributed them on the
surrounding plains. Name this famous basin. Ans: South Pole-Aitken
Basin

4. This astronomer is noted for estimating the value of pi with an
accuracy high for his time, for his study of Diophantine equations, and
for his studies of the epicycles of motion governing the planets, among
others. Ans: Aryabhata

5. This physicist, born in Varanasi in 1929, was best known for founding
and developing the field that uses isotopes produced by cosmic rays,
e.g., in rocks and ice, to trace rates of erosion, sediment transport, and
other planetary processes over long periods. Ans: Devendra Lal
Visual: Name this physicist. Ans: Meghnad Saha

Early Birds: Siddhartha Viswanathan | Sudhir Thapa | Arun Kumar
Singh | Sunil Madhavan | Ajay Majumder

QuIZ

A 3.5-billion-year-old Martian Crater
Named After M. S. Krishnan

* Maharajapuram Seetharaman Krishnan (1898—
1970) was one of India’s most influential geologists.

* He became the first Indian Director of the
Geological Survey of India (GSI) in February 1951.
« His contributions covered petrology, stratigraphy,
geomorphology, and mineral exploration.

* His book “Geology of India and Burma” remains a
foundational text for Earth-science students.

* Naming a Martian crater after him symbolically
expands his work from Earth geology to planetary

geology.

Understanding the IAU Naming Rules (Simplified)

* Large craters are named after deceased scientists

or scholars who significantly contributed to their fields.
» Smaller craters may be named after townsl/villages around the world.

 All names must be:

— Culturally neutral

— Non-commercial

— Internationally relevant

This ensures that planetary features carry scientific value and global inclusivity

Sisir Kumar Mitra: Indian Physicist from Hooghly Known for Pioneering Work

on Light and Radiophysics

Work under C. V. Raman

« Sisir Mitra conducted advanced studies on scattering of light under the guidance of C. V. Raman,
India’s first Nobel Laureate in Science (1930).

» Mitchell’s early work deepened the understanding of:
— Light propagation
— Optical scattering
— Spectral analysis

* Training under Raman instilled a rigorous experimental approach that shaped Mitra’s entire scientific
career.

Work with Camille Gutton (Paris)

* Mitra later trained in France under Camille Gutton, a pioneer in radiophysics and
electromagnetism.

» Under Gutton’s mentorship, Mitra studied:

— Radio wave propagation

— Atmospheric electricity

— Electromagnetic behaviour of the upper atmosphere
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* This period laid the foundation for Mitra’s eventual breakthrough: the discovery and study of the
ionosphere in India.

Mitra’s Landmark Scientific Contribution: lonospheric Physics in India

Establishing the Study of the lonosphere
« Sisir Kumar Mitra is most celebrated for founding ionospheric science in India.

» The ionosphere, a layer of the Earth’s upper atmosphere, plays a critical role in:
— Radio communication

— Short-wave signal reflection

— Solar-terrestrial interactions

* His pioneering 1930s—1950s experiments measured:
— Radio wave reflection heights

— Effects of solar flares on signal strength

— Night-day variations of ion density

 Mitra’s textbook “The Upper Atmosphere” became a global reference used by research institutes,
including early ISRO scientific groups.

Institution Building: The Radio Physics and Electronics Department (Calcutta University)

 Mitra founded and strengthened India’s first center for Radiophysics and Electronics at Calcutta
University.

* He built:

— India’s first ionospheric field station
— Short-wave radio laboratories

— Electromagnetic research centers

* His department later became a training ground for:

— Communication engineers

— Atmospheric scientists

— Radio physicists

— Early space scientists who later contributed to ISRO

Homi Jehangir Bhabha and the Lunar Crater Named After Him

* Homi Jehangir Bhabha (1909-1966), known as the Father of India’s Nuclear Programme, has a
64-km-wide crater named after him on the far side of the Moon.

* This crater is of high scientific value because the impact that formed it penetrated deep into the
lunar crust.

» The ejected material got spread across surrounding plains, giving scientists clues about the
Moon'’s deep interior.

The Basin Where the Bhabha Crater Is Located: South Pole—Aitken Basin

* It is one of the oldest, largest, and deepest impact structures in the entire Solar System.
* Approximate dimensions:

— Diameter: ~2,500 km

— Depth: ~6—-8 km

« Located on the far side of the Moon, not visible from Earth.
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» Formed ~4.2 to 4.3 billion years ago, during the early period of heavy bombardment.
» Considered a unique geological window into the Moon’s lower crust and upper mantle.

Why the Bhabha Crater is Scientifically Important

» The impact that formed the Bhabha crater dug deep into the South Pole—Aitken Basin floor.
* This allows scientists to study:

— Ancient mantle materials

— Variations in crustal thickness

— Composition shaped by early lunar evolution

Importance for Lunar Science and Exploration

» Material thrown out from the crater helps reconstruct:

— Early thermal history of the Moon

— Differentiation of lunar layers

— Ancient bombardment record of the inner Solar System

* NASA’s Artemis program and several ISRO studies highlight this basin as a priority region for
long-term lunar exploration.

Aryabhata: Pioneer of Indian Astronomy and Mathematics

» Aryabhata (born 476 CE) is one of the earliest recorded mathematicians—astronomers of India.

* Most historians place him in the Gupta Era, known as the “Golden Age of Indian Science.”

 His major work, the Aryabhatiya, is a compact text covering mathematics, algebra, trigonometry,
arithmetic, and astronomy.

 Aryabhata worked in ancient centers of knowledge such as Kusumapura (Pataliputra), associated
with later institutions like Nalanda University.

Contribution 1: Estimation of Pi (1)

* Aryabhata estimated 1 = 3.1416, remarkably accurate for his time.

* In the Aryabhatiya, he wrote a Sanskrit verse giving a method to compute the circumference of a
circle, yielding an approximation correct to four decimal places.

* He also recognized 11 as an irrational number, centuries before similar recognition in Europe.

* This achievement influenced centuries of Indian mathematical and astronomical computation,
including planetary calculations and temple architecture.

Contribution 2: Diophantine Equations

* Aryabhata worked on what is now called Diophantine equations (integer solutions of equations).

* He developed the Kuttaka method (meaning “pulveriser”), a systematic procedure to solve linear
indeterminate equations of the form ax + by = c.

* This method became foundational for:

— Advanced algebra

— Number theory

— Calculations in astronomy and calendar-making

» The Kuttaka technique is used even today in number theory and cryptography (conceptually similar
to the Euclidean algorithm).

Contribution 3: Epicycles and Planetary Motion

* Aryabhata explained planetary motion using epicycles, similar to classical Greek models but with
uniquely Indian refinements.
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* He used epicycles to describe:

— Apparent retrograde motion of planets

— Planetary longitude corrections

— Orbital anomalies

 His model allowed astronomers to make accurate predictions of planetary positions without
telescopes.

* Aryabhata’s work laid foundations for later astronomers like Brahmagupta, Bhaskara I, and
Bhaskara Il.

Contribution 4: Understanding Earth’s Rotation

* Aryabhata proposed that the Earth rotates on its axis, explaining the daily rising and setting of
celestial bodies.

* This was a revolutionary departure from the prevailing geocentric worldview.

« His theory anticipated concepts in later Islamic and European astronomy by centuries.

» Aryabhata’s explanation demonstrated deep observational insight and mathematical reasoning.

Contribution 5: Eclipse Calculations

* Aryabhata gave scientific explanations of eclipses.

* He denied mythological explanations (like Rahu—Ketu swallowing the Sun/Moon) and
explained:

— Solar eclipse as the Moon blocking sunlight

— Lunar eclipse as Earth’s shadow falling on the Moon

* His predictions of eclipse timings and shadow geometry were remarkably accurate.

Contribution 6: Foundations of Trigonometry

* Introduced sine functions (called ardha-jya) and tables for trigonometric values.

« Distinguished between chord and sine, which earlier Indian mathematicians often mixed.
* His trigonometric formulations supported:

— Astronomical calculations

— Cartography

— Navigation

— Architecture

Influence on Global Science

* Aryabhata’s works traveled through scholars to the Islamic Golden Age, influencing mathematics
and astronomy in Baghdad observatories.

« Later his ideas reached Europe through translations preserved in Arab scientific literature.

* His methods shaped the lunar and solar calendars used across South and Southeast Asia.

Relevance to Modern India: India’s first satellite (1975) was named Aryabhata in his honour.

Devendra Lal: Indian Physicist Who Pioneered Cosmogenic Isotope
Geoscience

* Devendra Lal (1929-2012) was born in Varanasi, Uttar Pradesh.
» Cosmogenic isotopes are rare isotopes formed when cosmic rays (high-energy particles from

space) strike atoms in:
— Rocks
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—lce
— Soil
— Meteorites

» Examples studied by Devendra Lal include:
— '°Be (Beryllium-10)

— 28Al (Aluminium-26)

— 3Cl (Chlorine-36)

» These isotopes accumulate slowly and act like “natural clocks” to study Earth’s processes.

» Devendra Lal pioneered the use of cosmogenic isotopes to measure:
— Rates of erosion

— Sediment transport

— Landscape evolution

— Glacial processes

— Exposure ages of rocks

* His work enabled scientists to determine how long a rock surface has been exposed to cosmic rays
— a method vital in:

— Understanding Himalayan erosion

— Predicting river sediment loads

— Studying ancient climate cycles

— Analysing glacial retreat in polar regions

The Lal-Wilkening Model

» Devendra Lal developed a major model with Lynn Wilkening to understand:
— The production rates

— Distribution

— Accumulation patterns

of cosmogenic isotopes in Earth’s environment.
* This model is foundational in modem Earth system science and is cited worldwide.

* Lal extended his isotope work to study meteorites and planetary surfaces, helping understand:
— Solar radiation history

— Cosmic-ray exposure ages of meteorites

— Lunar surface processes

Why Devendra Lal’'s Work Matters Today

» His methods are essential for studying:
— Melting of polar ice sheets

— Climate-driven landscape changes

— River basin dynamics

— Erosion hazards

— Himalayan tectonic evolution

» Cosmogenic isotope dating is now used by:
— NASA planetary missions

— ISRO’s lunar and planetary divisions

— Global climate research institutes
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Why India struggles to clear its air

India confronts a recurring pollution crisis shaped by quick fixes such as cloud seeding, smog towers and odd-even rules; fragmented air-quality governance,

scattered accountability and short-term political incentives keep long-term progress out of reach

FULL CONTEXT

Ajay Singh Nagpure

ach winter, as Delhi slips back

into its familiar grey haze, India

reaches for the same set of quick

fixes, treating the pollution
crisis as if it were temporary. Cloud
seeding, smog towers, water sprinkling,
odd-even rules, and festival crackdowns
reappear in a predictable cycle. These are
all high-visibility steps that promise
urgency, but they change little on the
ground (or in the air).

Public debate breaks down just as
quickly: scientists are blamed for weak
solutions, politicians for weak will, and
administrators for blindly importing
Western ideas. There is some truth in
each charge, but none explains the full
picture by itself. Over the last couple of
weeks in Delhi, the public response has
also included small public protests. In the
November 24 edition, 50-60 protesters
gathered near India Gate under heavy
security presence; the police eventually
detained five people, even though the
protests were peaceful.

Slices of control

The repeat pattern of short-term
interventions points to a structural flaw:
the country’s air-quality institutions —
scientists, governments, regulators, cities,
and communities — operate largely on
their own. With no clear ownership or
shared authority, lasting progress remains
elusive.

This disconnect is no accident; instead,
it is the product of how India’s air-quality
governance has taken shape. Unlike
countries such as the U.S., the UK.,
Japan, or China, where strong national
laws and empowered regulators drove
decades of steady progress, India’s system
has been fragmented from the start. The
responsibility for clean air is scattered
across a long list of bodies: the Ministry of
Environment, Forests and Climate
Change; the Central Pollution Control
Board; the State Pollution Control Boards;
the Commission for Air Quality
Management; the Delhi Pollution Control
‘Committee; municipal bedies such as the
Municipal Corporation of Delhi and the
New Delhi Municipal Council; and various
State departments overseeing agriculture,
transport, industry and energy. Sectoral
agencies such as the National Highway
Authority of India, the Public Works
Department, the power distribution
companies, and planning authorities add
et more layers.

Each agency oversees a slice of the
problem, and no single institution holds
full authority or full accountability for
air-quality outcomes. The result is uneven
enforcement across States, weak
inter-state coordination in the National
(Capital Region, and frequent
contradictions between court orders,
‘Union government directives, and local
decisions.

Policymakers also face real constraints.
The environmental powers are
constitutionally shared, budgets and
staffing are uneven, and judicial pressure
often pushes immediate action over
long-term planning. In a system where
many actors are involved but none is
empowered to lead, progress becomes
slow, inconsistent, and easily overtaken
by short-term, high-visibility measures
that step in to fill the governance vacuum.

The dominance of short-term
measures is not simply the result of weak
institutions: it reflects the incentives that
drive Indian governance. Quick fixes
allow governments to show visible action
within a single news cycle, avoid
confronting powerful sectors such as
construction, transport, and agriculture,
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and postpone politically risky reforms.
They also fit comfortably within annual
budgets, unlike long-term investments in
clean fuel, waste systems, or industrial
upgrades.

This is why cloud seeding, smog
towers, water sprinkling, and odd-even
schemes return each winter: they are
inexpensive to announce, easy to deploy,
and rarely provoke resistance
(notwithstanding the recent protests).
Tools such as anti-smog guns and festival
crackdowns help officials demonstrate
responsiveness, even if they do little for
public health. In effect, these
interventions serve the politics of
pollution more than the science of it,
masking structural failures with
momentary action, while public exposure
to harmful air remains largely unchanged.

Two traps

Another reason India’s pollution response
struggles is what can be called the
intellectual trap: the belief that solutions
conceived within elite institutions,
think-tanks, multilateral agencies, or top
scientific organisations will automatically
translate into effective action on the
ground. Much of India’s clean-air
discourse is shaped by people who are
analytically rigorous but often removed
from the day-to-day realities of municipal
administration, enforcement bottlenecks,
informal economies, and political
constraints. Their proposals may be
technically sound, but they frequently
underestimate the complexity of
implementation in cities that lack staff,
budgets, regulatory continuity, or even
basic record-keeping. As a result, many
“expert-designed” strategies rarely move
beyond pilot stages or are adopted
without the institutional scaffolding they
need to succeed.

This disconnect becomes clearer when
these ideas encounter the lived systems
that actually produce pollution: scattered
governance, informal construction
practices, diesel-dependent freight,
fragmented land markets, and the
economic pressures faced by farmers,
transporters, and small industries. Elite
policy frameworks tend to assume a level
of administrative capacity and social
compliance that simply does not exist
uniformly across Indian cities. They focus
on what should work in theory rather
than what can work in practice. In doing
so, they risk producing policies that are
ambitious on paper but unmanageable for
the institutions expected to implement
them.

The second distortion is the Western
trap: the tendency to import global “best

Contact Number :

Website :

patrioticias.in

3 )
ENVIRONMENTALIS™

Fight for rights: People protesting against air pollution near the India Gate in New Delhi. SUSHIL KUMAR VERMA

practices” without redesigning them for
Indian realities. Many of these models
come from cities with abundant
resources, stable public finance, strong
regulatory credibility, and high
institutional trust. When adopted
wholesale, these approaches often carry
assumptions that do not hold in India:
consistent enforcement, reliable public
transport, low informal activity, or
predictable administrative coordination.

Technologies and regulations that
function smoothly in European or East
Asian settings encounter vastly different
constraints in India’s dense
neighbourhoods, politically negotiated
spaces and overstretched agencies. The
issue is not the foreign origin of ideas but
the lack of adaptation.

Together, the intellectual trap and
Western trap shape a policy environment
where strategies acquire their legitimacy
by sounding sophisticated or globally
aligned rather than by being grounded in
how Indian institutions actually work.
They produce initiatives that attract
attention, secure funding, and generate
impressive documents, yet struggle to
scale or endure. Many fade quietly after a
few months when confronted with
routine bureaucratic churn, unclear
mandates or resistance from stakeholders
whose behaviour the policy sought to
change. In the process, India’s clean-air
agenda becomes heavy on conceptual
ambition but light on operational traction
— a landseape of ideas that travel well but
land poorly.

Indian constraints

Escaping the intellectual and Western
traps means learning from global and
expert ideas as well as accepting that even
strong solutions must be redesigned for
India’s administrative and social realities.
That requires institutions capable of
planning beyond election cycles,
coordinating across sectors, and staying
focused even when political priorities
shift.

For this, India needs clearer rules
about who leads on air quality, who is
accountable, and how decisions move
between national, State, and municipal
levels. A modern clean-air law with
explicit mandates could create this basic
clarity. The goal is not another powerful
regulator but a coordinating body that
can be trusted enough to align policies,
resolve routine jurisdictional overlaps,
and make sure implementation remains
steady. Public access to compliance data
and visible enforcement would make
environmental rules credible while stable
multi-year funding would allow agencies

9971932488
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to build staff, maintain monitoring
systems, and sustain long-term
programmes instead of reacting to crises.

Effective institutions also need the right
expertise. India needs a professional layer
of science managers, i.e. people who
understand science, governance, and
political constraints, and can convert
knowledge into workable, context-specific
decisions. Their role is not to generate
more studies but to adapt existing insights
to local capacity, guide ministries through
complex transitions, and keep reforms
coherent despite bureaucratic turnover.
Without this bridging function, India’s
scientific strengths, including its models,
sensors, and analytical tools, remain
disconnected from day-to-day
decision-making.

What India lacks, ultimately, is not
ideas but alignment: between ambition
and capacity, between what experts
recommend and what institutions can
actually enforce. Imported frameworks
and elite prescriptions often fail because
they assume levels of staffing,
coordination, and public compliance that
vary widely across States and cities.
Indian solutions must therefore begin
with Indian constraints: uneven
municipal capacity, informal labour
markets, competing development
pressures, and diverse regional priorities.
Policies must be designed to be
implementable, not just elegant, which
means they must be built around what
agencies can realistically enforce, what
communities will accept, and what local
budgets can support. Without this
grounding, well-intentioned initiatives will
continue to stall once they leave
conference rooms and meet real-world
conditions.

‘What India needs

Clean air is not a seasonal aspiration: it is
essential to public health, economic
productivity and basic functioning of
cities. India can learn from global
experience and from its own scientific
advances, but lasting progress depends
on institutions and policies shaped for
Indian conditions. Technology may offer
moments of relief but only governance
built for India’s complexity can deliver
durable change. The tools exist and the
demand for cleaner air is unmistakable.
Thus, what India needs now is the
confidence to design solutions that reflect
its own realities and the commitment to
sustain them long enough to make the air
genuinely breathable.

Ajay S. Nagpure is an urban systems
scientist at the Urban Nexus Lab at
Princeton University

THE GIST

v

India’s repeat cycle of cloud
seeding, smog towers,
odd-even rules and festival
crackdowns reflects a
structural flaw in air-quality
governance, where
responsibilities are scattered
across many bodies and no
institution has full authority or
accountability.

v

India’s response is weakened
by the ‘intellectual trap’ and
the ‘Western trap’ — expert
and global ideas that look
good on paper but fail in
practice because they don’t
account for India’s limited
municipal capacity, informal
economies, and complex
political and administrative
realities.

v

What India needs is institutions
designed for Indian
constraints: clearer rules on
who leads, a modern clean-air
law with explicit mandates,
steady multi-year funding,
credible enforcement, public
access to compliance data, and
science managers whe can
bridge science with governance
and politics.
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Why India struggles to clear its air

YR Y1 §aT TP B34 A | Y HIdT g

India confronts a recurring pollution crisis shaped by quick fixes such as cloud seeding,
smog towers and odd-even rules; fragmented air-quality governance, scattered
accountability and short-term political incentives keep long-term progress out of reach
HRJ IR-SR 3 aTe UGHOT Hpe T T Rl 5, O FArSS HHSI, W erar, 3R 3iTs-
o1 Foraeil O i SUTET & TR Sl 2; WIS arg-TuTeT AT, R g€ sraraddl, ok
DD ISTfad WeATe Srefebifere I Pl gR TWd &

Air pollution responses in Delhi

feeeht # arg wgwor & ufy ufafrard

Each winter, as Delhi slips back into its familiar grey haze, India reaches for the same set of
quick fixes, treating the pollution crisis as if it were temporary.

TR S, 99 foed o= uRfd @R g4 # die 3t 8, HRd agl R e fpamT Su=ran g,
A TEHUT Tebe SRUTAL B

Cloud seeding, smog towers, water sprinkling, odd-even rules, and festival crackdowns
reappear in a predictable cycle.

FAT3S ST, Wi e, arer fBiwfe, sifs-$a= fFraw, sik WigR) W ufady te
u@ﬁﬁawﬁﬁﬂﬁﬁ@ﬁéﬁ%

These are all high-visibility steps that promise urgency, but they change little on the ground
(or in the air).

3 gt IT-ERGGT AT HeH § S dIepIerdhdl bl a1l BRd &, Qe SHIF UR (3T gaT ) §gd
ERECNICIIRE]

Public debate breaks down just as quickly: scientists are blamed for weak solutions,
politicians for weak will, and administrators for bIdey importing Western ideas.
-6t It & Wil 2¢ STl 8: RAS! 31 SAAR GHILT B R17, TN F FHAR
ST & o, SIR TRI®! 1 ufdedt faaRi ot 9o & fow < sg=m S g

There is some truth in each charge, but none explains the full picture by itself.

T R H T TS &, Afb Dls i G TR g7 e

Over the last couple of weeks in Delhi, the public response has also included small public
protests.

frea g gudl B oot & adee ufafsar & Bic-sic weri= +f =nfira <

In the November 24 edition, 50-60 protesters gathered near India Gate under heavy security
presence; the police eventually detained five people, even though the protests were peaceful.

24 AR B! 50-60 TS TPRY (ST e & T YR JR&m & Fe; gforg 3 3ida: uid @ &l
fe=mera & foram, Stafes wre=f wifagof 9

Slices of control

o= & e

The repeat pattern of short-term interventions points to a structural flaw: the country’s air-
quality institutions — scientists, governments, regulators, cities, and communities — operate
largely on their own.

¥ 3fdfY b GEI&UT P QIGRIT S dTet Jef J Teh Farae WIHY 1 Uell <eiell 8: o Hi TR~
PIfeId] TRITE — IMAD, WHR, WAeR, e 3R T — TRA: We, &1 HTH I 7 |

With no clear ownership or shared authority, lasting progress remains elusive.

Wy R a1 ArET SR & o, wrft yerfar Arardt &+ I8 B

This disconnect is no accident; instead, it is the product of how India’s air-quality govemance
has taken shape.

g disconnect H1g gHeT T8l 8; Sfet U8 39 §1d 1 GRUMH § i YR Bt Tar-siferd) Ta=a
LIRS

Unlike countries such as the U.S., the U.K., Japan, or China, where strong national laws and
empowered regulators drove decades of steady progress, India’s system has been
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fragmented from the start. ]
3T, fore=T, SITur SR i oY 3= & faudid, SieT Fofee AP I SR iframmedt
VAR ] b YT 1T, HRd o1 UUTel Y3HTd & &) WiEd (fragmented) 31 21

The responsibility for clean air is scattered across a long list of bodies: the Ministry of
Environment, Forests and Climate Change; the Central Pollution Control Board; the
State Pollution Control Boards; the Commission for Air Quality Management; the Delhi
Pollution Control Committee; municipal bodies such as the Municipal Corporation of
Delhi and the New Delhi Municipal Council; and various State departments overseeing
agriculture, transport, industry and energy.

W ga1 &1 foHeRY o Jwusit # §id) §: ygfarur #ATeld, CPCB, SPCBs, CAQM, DPCC,
TR fSRT|, NDMC, 3R FfY, uRagH, ST qUT o BI /G H aret [ faumT|

Sectoral agencies such as the National Highway Authority of India, the Public Works
Department, the power distribution companies, and planning authorities add yet more layers.

NHAI, PWD, faeft faarur ufaal, SR wif sruiRdls 39 Txamm # ok off iRd Sirsd 1

Institutional frggme_nt_ation in air_-quality management
ARG YU § SRIETT

Each agency oversees a slice of the problem, and no single institution holds full authority or
full accountability for air-quality outcomes.

T TN T & U R 1 el 7, 9R 1S +ft W quf aiftre a1 quf srare’edt arg-
TUTerdT GROIHT & fog gt 3|

The result is uneven enforcement across States, weak inter-state coordination in the National
Capital Region, and frequent contradictions between court orders, Union government
directives, and local decisions.

URUMTTRGEY Il & ST Yad, TIRISMR § HHSR SRR G999, 3R 3farad &
MR, Fg WPR & (T 3R W Fufdl & s IR-aR faRIeTyT T & fiyerdr 2
Policymakers also face real constraints.

Hifa Fafarsit o ot arafae srumet &1 IHT BRI UsAT Bl

The environmental powers are constitutionally shared, budgets and staffing are uneven, and
judicial pressure often pushes immediate action over long-term planning.

ToiaRur Yeieh Rfaaar WaU™ & SR HIE §, Soic 3R T WM 8, 3R <R o
R ErfpTieIe T o IS dTehIicis HRATS BI 3R Ydhd odl |

In a system where many actors are involved but none is empowered to lead, progress

becomes slow, inconsistent, and easily overtaken by short-term, high-visibility measures that

step in to fill the governance vacuum.

Roer ST 3 8 1T T B A Rt ) 3 7 o 18, et Ry e, o

&a@%ﬁw%ﬁﬁwaﬁuﬁaﬁmm I-TLAT aldl IUTI I S F Ped
I

The dominance of short-term measures is not simply the result of weak institutions: it reflects
the incentives that drive Indian governance.

HY 3(aft & IR BT YU Had HHGR GRS BT IR 78] 5; T8 YR ] B Fa-
e WreATg il bl Il B
Quick fixes allow govermments to show visible action within a single news cycle, avoid
confronting powerful sectors such as construction, transport, and agriculture, and
postpone politically risky reforms.
v fhaaT RHRI &1 TP &1 GHER b § TAHE BIRars ie@H, fafor, ufvags, sy
%@W &3 T TIR1E F T2, 3R AP FU A sif@Hqul GURY & <o &t St
I

They also fit comfortably within annual budgets, unlike long-term investments in clean fuel,
waste systems, or industrial upgrades.

FeH qiffe guie & St d fihe 81 1 8, Jafdh aw S, HorT uaeH, a1 St IaeH
¥ Sdferfore fHawr gt
This is why cloud seeding, smog towers, water sprinkling, and odd-even schemes return each
winter: they are inexpensive to announce, easy to deploy, and rarely provoke resistance
(notwithstanding the recent protests).
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T HRUI FATSS W, T eTad, arer fR/ISRAT, 3R ifs-3a A1 &R I dle 31 8
s%‘ahﬁ;mw mmeﬂmﬁ%ﬁm% ﬁ?awﬁaﬁlﬁﬁﬂumw%(@mas
e & STaeg) |

e Tools such as anti-smog guns and festival crackdowns help officials demonstrate
responsiveness, even if they do little for public health.
TN 7T 3R BN crackdowns S SUSHRTT, ¥t g IdS-ds WA & folT 57 & B,
YHIRG! Y TdgT=terar feam & Agg Hrd 2

o |n effect, these interventions serve the politics of pollution more than the science of it,
masking structural failures with momentary action, while public exposure to harmful air
remains largely unchanged.

aRad H, 3 U UGHU I IS Bl i a1 < €, 7 b 39 fagH &1, F TRaTHs
ﬁmﬁﬁ&g@@%ﬁ@m%&%m&mmgﬁmm%%ﬁmw
3ufRafdd gar gl

Two traps
& ST

www.patrioticias.in

¢ Another reason India’s pollution response struggles is what can be called the intellectual trap:
the belief that solutions conceived within elite institutions, think-tanks, multilateral agencies, or
top scientific organisations will automatically translate into effective action on the ground.
YR B UG UFATehal & T &1 T 3R HRUT ¢ ol SeATg3Nd ¢U Hgl ol Iohdl §: T§
fayr i uelte ST, Riw-dl, aedideva geiRRml, 3R S aqi=e \Te-i o 91 T
FHTY WATad ©U J JTdt S SRars § dad s

e Much of India’s clean-air discourse is shaped by people who are analytically rigorous but
often removed from the day-to-day realities of municipal administration, enforcement
bottlenecks, informal economies, and political constraints.

HYRA &I FH-TIR 989 BT 981 o1 T a1l gRT MR e oirdr 8 of fazawunes &0 |
POR BId & Afb AR TRUIIRT U, Uad-T ardmaiy, =iy rfeaawr, 3R
TreTifae WeArelt & arafdedel @ R 8 B

e Their proposals may be technically sound, but they frequently underestimate the complexity
of implementation in cities that lack staff, budgets, regulatory continuity, or even basic record-
keeping.
3Teh URATd Tebrilepl U A He! &l Gebd g, WichT o 3R I Vx| H BrAT-aa B SAfeerar !
HY 3fidhd ¢ T8l WIW, goie, Waest fARavar, a1 gHard! Rare-Hift ot 78t 8|

e As aresult, many “expert-designed” strategies rarely move beyond pilot stages or are
adopted without the institutional scaffolding they need to succeed.

oI, P Taud-fEwTg I uraee TR Y 31 T 9¢ U a1 3o HRITT
AT & 977 ST ot & |

o This disconnect becomes clearer when these ideas encounter the lived systems that actually
produce pollution: scattered governance, informal construction practices, diesel-dependent
freight, fragmented land markets, and the economic pressures faced by farmers, transporters,
and small industries.

TE disconnect Td 3R WY 81 WIIdT g 98 3 fogR I aRdide Yunferl & €hRid g ol aRad &
THUT Oel Rl §: Widd AT, 3raeniye famfor, Siea-fdk wra gars, fefsa yfiy
W 3R Reari, uRagTatal, am%ﬁﬁs@ﬁmsﬁ?ﬁaﬁaﬁfﬁen%aam

o Elite policy frameworks tend to assume a level of administrative capacity and social
compliance that simply does not exist uniformly across Indian cities.

Tdle ifd el IR® &mrar 3R A SuTe & T8 TR &1 Hed-l o dd ¢ ol YR
TeR) B FHH Y & Hiolg € e B

e They focus on whqt should. work in theory rather than what can work in practice.
d 39 R &M <d § o Rigid & 31 S a1 91y, 7 fob IRafasdl & 1 S0 I 91 6|

e |In doing so, they risk producing policies that are ambitious on paper but unmanageable for
the institutions expected to implement them.

U1 B 3 Ut il o1 3a § off B R Hearepiah § dfdh 3¢ d] R arell Sursii &
forg 3riva €|

Page57

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

www.patrioticias.in

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

CONTACT: 9971932488

The second distortion is the Western trap: the tendency to import global “best practices”
without redesigning them for Indian realities.

T3} fapfa § A% eu: afye e Ufdedw &l YRdIg aRafdwarstt & HUR ad famT smard
B P Ughdl

Many of these models come from cities with abundant resources, stable public finance, strong
regulatory credibility, and high institutional trust.

70 A S Aisd T XERI ¥ 31 § 5T WATHH TR 4 ¥, fRR wrdeifae faw, aeraa
TR, 3R I TRITT fayT ST |

When adopted wholesale, these approaches often carry assumptions that do not hold in

India: consistent enforcement, reliable public transport, low informal activity, or predictable

administrative coordination.

O S5 I BT T SO T § Al 378 TH SAF 8Id € off ¥Rd J ArL el gid: FRaR yad,

fayaa ardsifae ufvas, w0 sFvae nfafafd, o qafaa uemafae waag|

Technologies and regulations that function smoothly in European or East Asian settings

encounter vastly different constraints in India’s dense neighbourhoods, politically negotiated

spaces and overstretched agencies.

g a1 gdf TR & & Sl & Ia arelt adbeid IR e YRd & °- digedl,

gﬁ'—ﬂﬁﬁwﬁaﬂmm 3R srfauiva Tl & facpa Srer arersi &1 AT axd
I

The issue is not the foreign origin of ideas but the lack of adaptation.

e f3aRT 1 faa=h 811 781 8, dfct 3@ H1 Bt o

Together, the intellectual trap and Western trap shape a policy environment where strategies

acquire their legitimacy by sounding sophisticated or globally aligned rather than by being

grounded in how Indian institutions actually work.

ZCTIIIT T 3R I ¢F fAIeies UT JIdIaRT s & Sl it axt g A e § oie @
qEpd U1 Ay R, 7 fr URd TRt I & D S B § 39 W o g

They produce initiatives that attract attention, secure funding, and generate impressive
documents, yet struggle to scale or endure.

3 U9 BRI S & O ST AT BRA &, GRAT U 2, iRk wHTa=Ielt awarae TR v
&, o oft fowar a1 fewrasom & e et

Many fade quietly after a few months when confronted with routine bureaucratic churn,
unclear mandates or resistance from stakeholders whose behaviour the policy sought to
change.

H3 Ugd 3O gl HelHl § e 8l St § o 3= frafira Hiew=md), sreuy siferR, a1 39
fRAUR®D! o faRIY BT FHAT HRAT Sl & b IR Bl -fal Sga g i

In the process, India’s clean-air agenda becomes heavy on conceptual ambition but light on
operational traction — a landscape of ideas that travel well but lan &ﬁgorly

3 UfchdT 7 YR Bl FAH-UIR T ST Agifad Agardian I URT 3R saTagTie fharaa
Y gopT Bl STl § — U1 faeR-uRewy S g ot 3=t ®edr 8 afe SHiiF R Iavar 181 8|

Indian constraints

R qruTd

Escaping the intellectual and Western traps means learning from global and expert ideas as
well as accepting that even strong solutions must be redesigned for India’s administrative and
social realities.

AT 3R d¥e ¢U I SR FPba &1 7aad ¢ aiyd SR AR faart & ¥ oik a8
HHR FHRAT s Torgd T Hf YR &1 g iR |rTfore arafaswarsit & sy
: f&Sga o= US|

That requires institutions capable of planning beyond election cycles, coordinating across
sectors, and staying focused even when political priorities shift.

=% R A el Y saTamar 2 S AT TP T S BT AroT &1 Gob, &1 & i
YUY HR G 3R Iorifaes mmufiimdrsit & sgaq R of &g 38 T& |

For this, India needs clearer rules about who leads on air quality, who is accountable, and
how decisions move between national, State, and municipal levels.
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TP oY URd Bl T o 3T STageddr § b a1y U™l R S Add B, HIF STaraes
g, SR Fufa I, T, 8k TR TR & fiT H 3 9671

A modem clean-air law with explicit mandates could create this basic clarity.

Teh MY FRAH-TaR ST o Wy A3 81, 39 gFamet Wydr &) 9er o el |

The goal is not another powerful regulator but a coordinating body that can be trusted enough
to align policies, resolve routine jurisdictional overlaps, and make sure implementation
remains steady.

&I TH IR YfFaRITet Farmes S9HT 761 9fch Th JH-aaehTRl WAT S © o W a1
fayre oo S s fos a8 -ifoal 1 WA, SRR 87 & Mavay & 5 B T 3R T8
AT X & Hrafae RR 3

Public access to compliance data and visible enforcement would make environmental rules
credible while stable multi-year funding would allow agencies to build staff, maintain
monitoring systems, and sustain long-term programmes instead of reacting to crises.
PUATHY ST dF JIdol-d Ugd 3R TRAH Yad- TaiaRul Hadt &1 faya-ig s, safe
T | F&H FI |

Effective institutions also need the right expertise.

TUTS HRA137 & a! fa=iugrar &1 oY Sl gl ¢

India needs a professional layer of science managers, i.e. people who understand science,
governance, and political constraints, and can convert knowledge into workable, context-
specific decisions.

YRA &I TS A &1 T URIGR TR I1T— T Gt St fagm, =T, o wreritfae
Hrarait &1 grerd 81 $ik I &1 aragTie, Jg-fafdw Aok & sga wd |

Their role is not to generate more studies but to adapt existing insights to local capacity, guide
ministries through complex transitions, and keep reforms coherent despite bureaucratic
turnover.

D! YT 3 ST Uel HRAT o] dfedh HIS[GT TH & AT &l & 3T gTer],
m@ﬁmmﬁmﬁﬁﬁmﬁmﬁ%wﬁmﬁww
RECE IR

Without this bridging function, India’s scientific strengths, including its models, sensors, and
analytical tools, remain disconnected from day-to-day decision- mak|

n
=9 FfAT HaR & 3T HRT F1 IS &Td—= 90 Aied, TR &%?ﬁs?rcrw
JUBV— e Fufa-fafor § srert-yen 38 o g1
What India lacks, ultimately, is not ideas but alignment: between ambition and capacity,
between what experts recommend and what institutions can actually enforce.

MBRPR HRA & fITRT Bt 76 fceh TATSTHE Pt HH! §: HGATDIEH 3R &HdT & &1,
oot ot ReTRE=N 3R Twrelt @t IRafd® yadd &mdr & S|

Imported frameworks and elite prescriptions often fail because they assume levels of staffing,
coordlnatlon aniﬁ);bllc compliance that vary widely across States and cities.

Tdile Faxr sufel fawd 81 & Fife d TeTith T, gH=ad, 3R S+-3uTa
%ﬂﬁw@raﬁnﬂéﬁ%a‘mm‘r 3R e H dga A g 6
Indian solutions must therefore begin with Indian constraints: uneven municipal capacity,
informal labour markets, competing development pressures, and diverse regional priorities.

YR THTHT! D1 U ST I [F HRAT MgV SR ANRUTIehT &,

Y IR, f3®Td gama, 3R &t yryRwarsi &1 fafdydr)

Policies must be designed to be implementable, not just elegant, which means they must be
built around what agencies can realistically enforce, what communities will accept, and what
local budgets can support

g g TR, R YR Tel—Hads 3 39 YR R s 91T fb
%Wﬁwmﬁqmm% T T PR S, 3R R sole 71 JgRT S
|

Without this grounding, well-intentioned initiatives will continue to stall once they leave
conference rooms and meet real-world conditions.

U RIS & fo1, 3w SRIGT dTelt Ugd BRhy ¥ ¥ dleR (Havdd 8l drafds gRRRifaal &
e ot

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page59


https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

CONTACT: 9971932488

What India needs
HRd &I 1 1Y

Clean air is not a seasonal aspiration: it is essential to public health, economic productivity
and basic functioning of cities.

TS A1 IS T SMTwie o1 ¢; I8 w-I-wared, e Iaargsmdn, 3ik WeRl & gayd
HaTed & T S1aw® 5|

India can leam from global experience and from its own scientific advances, but lasting
progress depends on institutions and policies shaped for Indian conditions.

YR A 3Ha 3R Ot 3T Ui O IRa Taval 3, TR RITR Wl 3 Tumadt 3R Afifeat
IR AR a5t g off YR uRfufadl & &g a1 Smd |

Technology may offer moments of relief but only governance built for India’s complexity can
deliver durable change.

TFETO $E IEd < D! 8, Al YRA Pt SAfeerdr & TR S AT FaRT 5f R
qeara Al I |

The tools exist and the demand for cleaner air is unmistakable.

BT AIN[E & 3R TS gaT Bl /i Wy 2|

Thus, what India needs now is the confidence to design solutions that reflect its own realities
and the commitment to sustain them long enough to make the air genuinely breathable.

YA HRd 1 37d TF I D! feoiigT o o1 fayra =it Sl IHe! ardfdedral ol
ﬂ?ﬁﬁﬁmmwmwﬁaﬁmmmwwmaﬁﬁwm
|

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page60


https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

www.patriotic

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

CONTACT: 9971932488

Why are Srinagar’s traditional livelihoods
struggling to survive?

How are wetlands, lakes, and mountains shaping Srinagar’s economy? What role did Article 370’ dilution play in local livelihoods? Why are tourism,

horticulture, and artisan trades struggling? What strategies can build a resilient, locally rooted economy?

Tikender Singh Panwar

The story so far:
“ f paradise is to be found on
earth, Kashmir is it.” Yet
l today, Kashmir’s paradise is
fraying — and in Srinagar, we
find the fault-lines of a regional economy
ata crossroads: between beauty and
breakdown; between traditional
livelihoods and externally imposed
growth models. Srinagar is facing
mounting ecological stress, weakening
traditional sectors, and the after-effects of
governance disruptions since the dilution
of Article 370. Wetland loss, supply-chain
breakdowns, urban sprawl, and
joblessness have intensified economic
fragility.

Why is Srinagar ecologically fragile?
Srinagar, nestled in a Himalayan valley,
carries deep ecological vulnerabilities.
Wetlands, lakes, and mountains have kept
the city alive — as a horticultural belt,
tourist beacon, and artisan hub. But
unchecked urban expansion, sprawl,
flood risk, and infrastructure stress are
now compromising that fragile base. A
local report notes that formerly natural
sponges have been overtaken by
construction; “encroached wetlands and
choked drains... amplify flood damage,
while unchecked sprawl hikes living
costs.”

Meanwhile, the horticulture sector —
once a pillar of Kashmir’s rural-urban
interface — has been hammered. One
study points out that despite the
abrogation of special status, the annual
growth rate slumped, supply chains broke
down, and the backbone of thousands of
livelihoods cracked.

What changed after the dilution of
Article 370?

Since the dilution of Article 370 in August
2019, the region has experienced a
dramatic governance shift. The

_ dissolution of the Statehood status,
communication blackouts and prolonged
curfews have disrupted not only everyday
life but also economic institutions. For
instance, a qualitative study of women
entrepreneurs in Srinagar and Ganderbal
shows how the communication blackout,
network restrictions and lockdowns
crushed their ability to market crafts,
connect with customers, and sustain a
business.

In Srinagar, the private sector has
remained stunted, while over 32,000
government posts remain unfilled as of
March 2025. Urban unemployment stands
at 11.8%, youth unemployment at 32%,
and women’s unemployment at 53.6%.

Then came the collapse of the three
pillars: tourism, horticulture, and artisan
trades.

Tourism is projected as the engine of
revival, yet it remains highly seasonal and
vulnerable.

A recent article reports that in 2025
alone, landslides and highway closures
stranded 800+ fruit trucks, resulting in
over 3200 crore losses in a few days —
demonstrating the fragility of the entire
local supply chain.

Supply disruptions, climate risk, poor
market access, and policy neglect have
reduced horticulture’s share in GDP and
hampered its role as a stable driver.

Horticulture requires reliable cold-chain infrastructure, climate-adapted crops, and farmer cooperatives. IMRAN NISSAR

Artisan trades are similarly suffering. A
qualitative study found that women
artisans in the handicraft industry face
exploitation, lack of access to markets,
scarcity of raw materials, and breakdown
in supply chains. Many street vendors and
women workers in informal markets earn
as little as ¥250-300 a day.

Economic disruptions have pushed
certain marginalised and transgender
communities into sex work, as other
income sources disappear.

Why does the metropolitan capital
infusion model fall short?

Many growth plans for Srinagar treat it as
a recipient of large capital flows - real
estate, tourism mega-projects, urban
infrastructure — on the assumption that
spending automatically leads to
upliftment. But when local governance is
weak, traditional livelihoods are ignored,
and the ecological base is compromised,
this model fails.

In Srinagar’s “smart city” push, for
example, artisan spaces and vendors are
often squeezed out while the facade
beautifies; green spaces vanish, older
trees are removed; livelihoods are
disrupted.

Hence, unless growth anchors itself in
the local economy, the “integration into a
metropolitan capital” approach risks
increasing fragility rather than alleviating
it.

What are the plausible directions for
sustainable growth?

Horticulture requires reliable cold-chain
infrastructure, climate-adapted crops,
and farmer cooperatives. Wetlands,
floodplains, and lake systems must be
protected and integrated into urban

planning. Instead of sprawl, we should
invest in green infrastructure.

Tourism can grow through
community-led, heritage-based, and
ecologically sensitive models that place
artisans and local hosts at the centre.

Srinagar’s artisan and craft-based
economy needs institutional support that
values its cultural depth. Traditional
clusters of weavers, shawl-makers,
wood-craft workers, papier-maché artists
and brassware makers require design
assistance, accessible digital marketing
channels and systems that reduce
dependence on exploitative
intermediaries. The State must also
facilitate micro-finance, raw-material
common-pools, craft-export linkages, and
protection of workshop spaces rather
than treating artisan neighbourhoods as
“peripheral” to modern development.

Urban planning should integrate
artisan quarters, preserve workshops, not
criminalise street vendors or force them
into oblivion. What Srinagar needs is a
managed transition rather than displacing
them.

Restoring meaningful local governance
is essential for any sustainable economic
revival. Without a local voice, top-down
capital flows will only deepen alienation.

State policy should ensure reliable
connectivity, functional marketing
platforms, skill upgrades, and helplines
for women entrepreneurs.

The growth slump and joblessness
have pushed vulnerable groups into the
margins. A coordinated social protection,
vocational training and livelihood
diversification strategy is needed.

Most importantly, Srinagar’s future
depends on building a balanced
economic base rather than relying on

tourism or real estate alone.

Horticulture, artisanship, small-scale
manufacturing, niche tourism and
services must grow together to reduce
vulnerability. For example, horticulture
alone engages more than three million
people in the region, and ignoring it
weakens the entire economic foundation.

Tourism, meanwhile, should be made
resilient to frequent disruptions through
stronger links with local crafts, digital
outreach, homestays, and off-season
offerings.

Urban job creation should focus not
just on high-capital projects but on
upgrading the informal economy and
creating linkages with village-town
interactions.

What does all this mean for Srinagar’s
future?

Srinagar is at an inflection point. It strains
under the weight of ecological, economic
and governance vulnerabilities. To restore
its promise, growth cannot simply mean
“capital inflow and smart city facade”. It
calls for reviving the soils, the workshops,
the crafts homes of Srinagar, listening to
its women entrepreneurs, artisans, and
small farmers; empowering them through
connectivity, governance, market access,
and ecological protection.

In doing so, we shift from fragility to
resilience — from a “metropolitan
cash-influx” model to a locally rooted,
sustainably scaled economy.

The question for policymakers, for civil
society, for the local economy is: Will we
walk that path — or will Srinagar’s
paradise slip through our fingers?
Tikender Singh Panwar is a former Deputy
Mayor of Shimla and currently a member
of the Kerala Urban Commission
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Why are Srinagar’s traditional livelihoods struggling to survive?

MR F1 TRURS SrehifaeTt shifad 381 & fore ot wad &7 ) 872

¢ How are wetlands, lakes, and mountains shaping Srinagar's economy? What role did
Article 370’s dilution play in local livelihoods? Why are tourism, horticulture, and artisan
trades strugglmg’7 What strategies can build a resilient, locally rooted economy?

" 2 3R U SR ) SrfoaR Y SR & R 27 RIFY Serel §
3T 370 %Wﬁﬁﬁw&ﬁwﬁuﬁ?uﬂﬂ IATAT SR PRIR saaar i Jae
PR TR 82 DI Ul e adien, VI &9 T i srfeqawyr §+1 ol 872

Kashmir’s economic and ecological fragility

FHR & enffe ik wifRufaes Argerar

o If paradise is to be found on earth, Kashmir is it.” Yet today, Kashmir's paradise is fraying
— and in Srinagar, we find the fault-lines of a regional economy at a crossroads: between
beauty and breakdown; between traditional livelihoods and externally imposed growth
models.

“3R R IR Hg] ofdd ¢ al al PRUR ¢ 17 Al 3 HIHR Pt T8 TAd ged! §s odd § —
3R AR T tw Wl et srfarawy a5t @R e § STt died oiR ged, uRulk® smeifawr
3R 918 faw1y Aisd & &9 IR R TSl g

e Srinagar is facing mounting ecological stress, weakening traditional sectors, and the after-
effects of governance disruptions since the dilution of Article 370.

MR Fgd TRFRUTIS gara, TRURS &3 & FHSIRY, IR 3FEdq 370 S FHIR 811 & aIG
& TIPS FHTE BT AT R 38T 5

o Wetland loss, supply-chain breakdowns, urban sprawl, and joblessness have intensified
economic fragility.

AeASH BT THAM, GErg-a- ger, Sifaifora e faar, Sk SRIvm 7 snife
AIHT B g1 T B

Why is Srinagar ecologically fragi!e?

U AP i 82

e Srinagar, nestled in a Himalayan valley, carries deep ecological vulnerabilities.
femmerdt a1ct & fRud iR & et uikfRufoss SdgT=fteand § |

o Wetlands, lakes, and mountains have kept the city alive — as a horticultural belt,
tourist beacon, and artisan hub.
Jeds, A, iR UBTS YR &) U gilcpedr &, TWfed g, 3R PRITR 89 F U | §91Y
TEd 3|

e But unchecked urban expansion, sprawl, flood risk, and infrastructure stress are now
comprom|smg that fragile base.

. fawR, was v, SR SWPReaR a91d 3 A SMUR &1 JHaH

EEEIRGH

e Alocal report notes that formerly natural sponges have been overtaken by construction;
“encroached wetlands and choked drains... amplify flood damage, while unchecked sprawl
hikes living costs.”

TP YT RO Fedl § [ Tiepfas wet &= 1R o fafor grdt 8t mar §; “srdy fomfor, gy
A1ferar s1g &1 SgKdl § iR SHafd wedt fawaR sfitas arTa Serar g 17

Breakdown of traditional sectors

URURS® &3 BT ger

e Meanwhile, the horticulture sector — once a pillar of Kashmir's rural-urban interface — has
been hammered.

3 o, giicmeas & — o it Trfiur-wred) Ty o1 &Y o1 — TR 9  gurd gen 2|
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One study points out that despite the abrogation of special status, the annual growth rate
slumped, supply chains broke down, and the backbone of thousands of livelihoods cracked.

T 3T SaTdl ¢ fob faRy ol g & davie, a1 gfg o iR 75, g2 ge 8, 3R
BRI 3fehifadmrst &1 g ge TS|

What changed after the dilution of Article 3707

TG 370 B DU g & 9IG FIT IGAT?

Since the dilution of Article 370 in August 2019, the region has experienced a dramatic
governance shift.

T 2019 H 3G 370 & HHGR gH & §1G &7 § YRINIP JGelTd 3T ¢ |

The dissolution of the Statehood status, communication blackouts and prolonged curfews
have disrupted not only everyday life but also economic institutions.

Y BT oIt JHTW, AR §d, 3R A SW 7 Aot ot e & 78 afewn snfifer wuraif
! 1t a1fdrd fosan

For instance, a qualitative study of women entrepreneurs in Srinagar and Ganderbal shows
how the communication blackout, network restrictions and lockdowns crushed their ability to
market crafts, connect with customers, and sustain a business.

SRR & T, fIFTR IR TMierad &1 Afgan Sl & segae # fa i Jar a8k
Aead ufaael 7 3% HIUE d°-, AEHI A I, 3R TG TaATH SI &l B ars el
In Srinagar, the private sector has remained stunted, while over 32,000 government posts
remain unfilled as of March 2025.

HTR H ol 87 R 818, Siafe At 2025 T 32,000+ IRPRY U TTei TS &

Urban unemployment stands at 11.8%, youth unemployment at 32%, and women’s
unemployment at 53.6%.

e SRISTTRY 11.8%, FaT SRITATRY 32%, 3R Afgarsit & RIS 53.6% 3|

Collap_se.of three pillars
GIEESKIEIRUEE |

Then came the collapse of the three pillars: tourism, horticulture, and artisan trades.

for o Wy — efes, anTart, SiR gafRier — g8 |

Tourism is projected as the engine of revival, yet it remains highly seasonal and vulnerable.
1 SO ST STl §, Qb1 I8 S HIHT 3R eI § |

A recent article reports that in 2025, landslides and highway closures stranded 800+ fruit

trucks, resulting in over €200 crore losses in a few days — demonstrating the fragility of the

entire local supply chain.

T giferar Ruie gt § fs 2025 H 1Tae ok 8154 ¢ 811 I 800+ el € B Y, 3R $B

Bl el & 2200 RIS BT THAM g3 — Sl [T VIR TRATS-0 B! ATISHl fedTdl 5 |

Supply disruptions, climate risk, poor market access, and policy neglect have reduced

horticulture’s share in GDP and hampered its role as a stable driver.

TAWITE S1UTE, FATSAC NP, HIPhe THRIT P HHI, 3R i SUam 3 sFarH! &1 GDP &
YT TR 3R 39 U fRR I1edd & U H HHIR fhar|

Artisan trades are similarly suffering.

geafRren Ia +t 33t e difga gl

A qualitative study found that women artisans in the handicraft industry face exploitation, lack
of access to markets, scarmty of raw materials, and breakdown in supply chains.

T ST B ORI T 5 AR SINRY ) R0, SR ) $H, T AT BT ST, IR
TS AT ge SR TS o T AT ISl 2

Many street vendors and women workers in informal markets eam as little as ¥250-300 a
day.

&% e dev 3R Hfger 4ffe ufafe Fad 2250-300 HARH 5|

Economic disruptions have pushed certain marginalised and transgender communities into
sex work, as other income sources disappear.
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Why does the metropolitan capltal infusion model fall short?
ﬁgqﬂ%lﬁ Ffecd 3w Hisa ®f fawa giar 82

¢ Many growth plans for Srinagar treat it as a recipient of large capital flows — real estate,
tourism mega-projects, urban infrastructure — on the assumption that spending automatically
leads to upliftment.

TR & B3 fAH™ Ao 39 99 Bived vl — Rad Tee, wdlest am-meiee, s&
SPTRETR — & UIhd] & 0§ S &, I8 A 5U [ @ 3109 3117 IR 31 3R @
SITET |

e Butwhen local governance is weak, traditional livelihoods are ignored, and the ecological
base is compromised, this model fails.

AP ST9 RIT ATHA FHSNR 8, URUNS STSiiaeT o 3Fea far o, iR uiifRufas
ATYR HHSR g, a1 I8 Arsd fawd g Al 5|

e |n Srinagar’s “smart city” push, for example, artisan spaces and vendors are often squeezed
out while the facade beautifies; green spaces vanish, older trees are removed; livelihoods are
disrupted.

HIR 3 w1 R ugd H, RIR] &1 &8 3R IS SRR BT OI1d § Siaiih <
Tiedfeor i1 §; W T 99 81d 8, TWH US 8 S &; STSiTadphIe aTferd gic 6 |

e Hence, unless growth anchors itself in the local economy, the “integration into a metropolitan
capital” approach risks increasing fragility rather than alleviating it.

2o, 519 o fasr R Srferawit § Ge &1 781 Siedl, a9 9@ “Belulfie- sided
SRR eI, AGHA HH IR & T dg HI SRGH [T 3|

What are the plausible directions for sustainable growth?
Had faera & Swifaa art & g2

e Horticulture requires reliable cold-chain infrastructure, climate-adapted crops, and farmer
cooperatives.

|

e Wetlands, floodplains, and lake systems must be protected and integrated into urban
planning.

deds, WsWH, 3R i Hunferdl & YR @1 STHT AT SR Sfai - & =i farar
ElRIEINY

e |nstead of sprawl, we should invest in green infrastructure.
811 fadR 3t o g1 WA e aar O (A= o1 A1fg U

e Tourism can grow through community-led, heritage-based, and ecologically sensitive models
that place artisans and local hosts at the centre.
Wied HRYIE-Aqa, gives-snenfyd, sk g@i-aRifed Aical & 96 T&HdT 8 ol HRIRT 3R
R TAolaH! 1 $Hg H 3&d 8|

e Srinagar’s artisan and craft-based economy needs institutional support that values its cultural
depth.
FTR B PRER 3N FEARTeT e srforae o T TR wa= 71 St gue!
P TERTS P HEd o

e Traditional clusters of weavers, shawl-makers, wood-craft workers, papier-maché artists and
brassware makers require design assistance, accessible digital marketing channels and
systems that reduce dependence on exploitative intermediaries.

TiTet ftaT, ge-hTue, TR U8, SR Wiad SRR &I fewrgT werad, feforea

qﬁsﬁ'ﬁ ﬁv@ﬁwm@qﬁmﬁﬁﬁﬁwﬁmﬁmﬁl

e The State must also facilitate micro-finance, raw-material common-pools, craft-export
linkages, and protection of workshop spaces rather than treating artisan neighbourhoods as
“peripheral” to modern development.
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ST B UTGHI-BT3-, I-AeNTd Ud, I -TRIUIE oI, SR a1y T ST JRET
RT3 AT, A fb SRR 3! & MY f[Adb™ &1 “gIiR/r -1 3Tl

Urban planning should integrate artisan quarters, preserve workshops, not criminalise street
vendors or force them into oblivion.

JRTH B TRE el 3T =M

What Srinagar needs is a managed transition rather than displacing them.

TR ! TIHTEROT (SIRIRM) =T, fawiTa 51|

Restoring meaningful local governance is essential for any sustainable economic revival.
fareit +ft gaa enfiies Yrsia & forg Tt =T &1 S8Telt ST ]

Without a local voice, top-down capital flows will only deepen alienation.

R 3MA & o1, 2TU-8131 Hfied Tl Had SeRTd STe|

State policy should ensure reliable connectivity, functional marketing platforms, skill
upgrades and helplines for women entrepreneurs

 f&pa eris, ik wfger Suftml & fow
%wmgﬁf%aaﬂ——ﬁar%m

The growth slump and joblessness have pushed vulnerable groups into the margins.
I It SR SRITIN A FHIR Tg! B! FIRA W Yl G 5|

A coordinated social protection, vocational training and livelihood diversification strategy is
needed.

TS G AT MR, AHAA T, 3R argaeigs srsafiftbee WM o
SRR g

Most importantly, Srinagar’s future depends on building a balanced economic base rather
than relying on tourism or real estate alone.

He@yul I8 fos SR &1 Hidwr T Hgfera sidfes smuR R MR 7, Faa wieq a1 Raa
TT R g1

Horticulture, artisanship, small-scale manufacturing, niche tourism and services must grow
together to reduce vulnerability.

z , PRI, @Y I, fra e, SR |ard Ue 9 Sg-1 a1feu difds Argedl &H
|

For example, horticulture alone engages more than three million people in the region, and
ignoring it weakens the entire economic foundation.

JETEXUI & U, Had glicdhear | ol ot AR ¥ Siftfds TR H1H axXd &, 3R 39 SiFeT
A1 gL 31fep g Bl FHOIR SR g |

Tourism, meanwhile, should be made resilient to frequent disruptions through stronger links
with local crafts, digital outreach, homestays, and off-season offerings.

Wﬁww@ﬁaﬁmﬂ%uﬁwmaﬁu I wive, f3forea
T3, B, 3R STp- A SR & TR

Urban job creation should focus not just on high-capital projects but on upgrading the informal
economy and creating linkages with village-town interactions.

YR AP Foid H Had gTg-biued WSide o] Sieh SITAING TR I Forgd BT
3R TITq-RTER AT ST A g1 AT |

What does all this mean for Srinagar’s future?

g9 99T H R & Mg & fore ar arf 82

Srinagar is at an inflectpn point.

TR T SR Uise W gl

It strains under the weight of ecological, economic and governance vulnerabilities.

Ig UIRTRIRI®, e, 3R Ara-wath SawiREl F YR qol oal g 2|

To restore its promise, growth cannot simply mean “capital inflow and smart city facade”.
P! YIS BT YASiTad B & o, e &1 Haad dad “bfied g7 3k W Ryt
BT 9183 =0 g1 8l Jobdll|

It calls for reviving the soils, the workshops, the crafts homes of Srinagar, listening to its
women entrepreneurs, artisans, and small farmers; empowering them through connectivity,
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governance, market access, and ecological protection.
\J Q

Tg MR @1 Y, adhwiiy, SXARIeT TR &1 Foiad B Bt HFT BT 8; 3TB! Afgan
IR, FRRY, B fHam) @ Smart g oF; 3R 3% PAfaefdd], M, Hidhe TR,
IR yIRfRUfae W& & Hreas & T=rad §91 S

In doing so, we shift from fragility to resilience — from a “metropolitan cash-influx” model to a
locally rooted, sustainably scaled economy.

T HA A g ATl o A arg_ o &ﬁ?aaﬁ%— “Beluifere HRI-FFITT Hisd  Uh
R ¥ & MY, Jad ¥U | fawaiia sifaawn ot ok

The question for policymakers, for civil society, for the local economy is: Will we walk that
path — or will Srinagar’s paradise slip through our fingers?

Hfa-Fafare, amive ware, ok wirFtr srfeaawr & o Uy 98 & 71 59 ST IR W
Tl — 7GR BT FTAd THR T1UT J et smei?

‘ 28/11/2025
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Communal tag on
1983 poll violence in
Assam unwarranted,
says Tewary panel

{GS Il Internal Security

Rahul Karmakar
GUWAHATI

Giving the 1983 election-re-
lated violence in Assam,
headlined by the Nellie
massacre, a communal !ag
would be unwarranted, a
panel formed more than
four decades ago to probe
one of the goriest chapters
in the State’s history said.

The Commission,
chaired by Tribhuvan Pra-
sad Tewary, a retired IAS
officer, held the All Assam
Students’ Union (AASU)
and the Asom Jatiyatabadi
Yuva Chhatra Parishad
(AJYCP) primarily respon-
sible for launching the agi-
tation and its consequenc-
es. It, however, said the
Assamese people’s fear of
being outnumbered by
outsiders was real and en-
visaged by the British ad-
ministrators much before
the organisations spear-
heading the agitation were
formed.

Non-citizens’ entry

The anti-foreigners’ agita-
tion was triggered in 1979
by the alleged entry of
non-citizens, or the “Ban-
gladeshis”, during the revi-
sion of electoral rolls for a
byelection to the Mangal-
doi Lok Sabha seat. The ag-
itation ended when the As-
sam Accord was signed on
August 15, 1985.

The agitation claimed
several lives between 1979
and 1985. According to the
Tewary panel’s report,
3,023 people were killed
across 11 districts between
January 1 and April 30,
1983.

Making the report pu-

F blic on November 25, Chief
Minister Himanta Biswa
Sarma said it was tabled in
the Assembly in 1987 when
the Asom Gana Parishad -
now a minor ally of the BJP
- was in power, but only
the then Speaker was privy
toit.

The report said the deci-
sion to hold the elections
could not be blamed for
the violence. “The evi-
dence clearly brings out
that the issues of foreign-
ers, language, etc., have
been agitating the minds of
the people for several de-
cades, exploding into vio-
lence,” it said.

Citing several instances

SO

Assam Chief Minister Himanta
Biswa Sarma made the report
public on November 25. ANI

of violent incidents across
Assam between 1950 and
1982 that were not driven
by polls, the report junked
the theory that elections
should not be held when
there is a threat of vio-
lence. Boycott calls by agi-
tating groups marked the
1983 polls, which recorded
a turnout of 32.74%.

“There is overwhelming
evidence that, with a view
to preventing the holding
of elections, arson, riots,
destruction of public pro-
perties like buildings,
roads and bridges, sabot-
age of railway tracks, inti-
midation, picketing,
bandhs, etc., were organ-
ised by the AASU and
AAGSP. The whole situa-
tion got out of their con-
trol, and the violence re-
sulted in enormous loss of
human life and property,”
the report said.

Nellie bore the brunt
The highest casualty dur-
ing the 1983 election was in
Nellie and adjoining villag-
es. Unofficial estimates say
more than 2,000 people,
mostly Bengali-speaking
Muslim women and chil-
dren, died in the area,
while the Tewary panel
pegged the toll at 1,811

The report said it was
“entirely unwarranted to
give the incidents a com-
munal colour”. “All sec-
tions of society suffered,” it
said. It indicated that tak-
ing “only a superficial view
to give a communal colour
to these disturbances”
would amount to ignoring
the historical forces in op-
eration for several de-
cades. “Many witnesses
have interpreted the dis-
turbances as clashes of
economic interests,” it
said.

Communal tag on 1983 poll violence in Assam
unwarranted, says Tewary panel

1983 & 3RTH YATd! fFT WR A 2 g, fearst
9 3 FET

¢ Giving the 1983 election-related violence in Assam, headlined by
the Nellie massacre, a communal tag would be unwarranted, a panel
formed more than four decades ago to probe one of the goriest chapters
in the State’s history said.

39 H 1983 & FATd—HE! 4T, S Aeeit TRgR U@ of, ®f
ITIETes ST ¢l SAfId 81T, o9 & SAeT & qad HIHd el & 9
T &1 9ffd & U IR 321! & i ugd 7f3d e Oa 3 Fel
e The Commission, chaired by Tribhuvan Prasad Tewary, a retired
IAS officer, held the All Assam Students’ Union (AASU) and the
Asom Jatiyatabadi Yuva Chhatra Parishad (AJYCP) primarily
responsible for launching the agitation and its consequences.

HHIRM, fory! srenerdl AYyas g fearsl, ue YaiiHiad 1As ifierY,
AP, A ATt SRTH TS T (AASU) 3R 3TH SATRIararey gar
BT Uf¥UE (AJYCP) &1 G = PR SR 3P URUMHT & forg Ier
=Y ¥ SR e
e It, however, said the Assamese people’s fear of being outnumbered
by outsiders was real and envisaged by the British administrators
much before the organisations spearheading the agitation were formed.
gIdlifs, S Hal 7 fob S1e<t ATl gRT 4T § Uled B S b1 Srafdran
RN T U aRdfae o7 SR 39 fafes y=mael 4 37 dmel & 7 9
Ig UEA &1 T AT, S SHiGIe BT Add IR K U
o Non-citizens’ entry
IR—ANIRD! BT ya=T
¢ The anti-foreigners’ agitation was triggered in 1979 by the alleged
entry of non-citizens, or the “Bangladeshis”, during the revision of
electoral rolls for a byelection to the Mangaldoi Lok Sabha seat.
fae=it—faRieh srigter 1979 B R—Ama a1 “siac Rl & Hira
Ta § Y= g, S WTaers drpaHT Hie & IUFATd & e Tagrar gt
& TG0 & GRTT gorT T
e The agitation ended when the Assam Accord was signed on
August 15, 1985.
gqaﬁmaawgsﬂaammﬁw 15 AR 1985 D! TXIER

R

» The agitation claimed several lives between 1979 and 1985.
9 3ffaiad 7 1979 | 1985 & s H o al|

e According to the Tewary panel’s report, 3,023 people were killed
across 11 districts between January 1 and April 30, 1983.

feardt 39a &Y Rud & 3R, 1 a9 A 30 30 1983 & & 11

fore & 3,023 AT AR U

e Making the report public on November 25, Chief Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma said it was
tabled in the Assembly in 1987 when the Asom Gana Parishad (AGP) — now a minor ally of
the BJP — was in power, but only the then Speaker was privy to it.

25 A9eR @I RUIE I

FRd gU, gErHa fewd fovar a=ar A &e1 f 334 1987 0

faemTayT & 91 fobar T U1 Sie 3RAH 0T UG (AGP) — STl 3d BJP &1 U BIc Tgani @ —
T # ft, AfpT a9 Had T g 398 3fad U

e The report said the decision to hold the elections could not be blamed for the violence.

feard o e 71T b TATa BRI & Tud @ i & o St e SgRmn S wehr|

e “The evidence clearly brings out that the issues of foreigners, language, etc., have been
agitating the minds of the people for several decades, exploding into violence,” it said.
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TG WF T Y Tq1d 5 o faSRm, urr oife & e, &3 o=t A At & 949 &1 fagferd &)
35 9, Sl fg91 H §ad 71Y,” I gl T

Citing several instances of violent incidents across Assam between 1950 and 1982 that were
not driven by polls, the report junked the theory that elections should not be held when there
is a threat of violence.

fRTe 3 1950 3R 1982 & St 3H H g3 Fs e ye1sit &1 garan faar, S gAra—gaeh 6t
ff, 3R 39 Rigia &) @il favar fos & & Wk & o g9 81 g1 91|
Boycott calls by agltatlng groups marked the 1983 polls, which recorded a tumout of 32.74%.

! SieSHR Bt 3dTa  fafed 1983 & gATEl A 32.74% AAGH &of ga
“There is overwhelming evidence that, with a view to preventing the holding of elections,
arson, riots, destruction of public properties, like buildings, roads and bridges, sabotage
of railway tracks, intimidation, picketing, bandhs, etc., were organised by the AASU and
AAGSP.

“3fs TEd & b TATG B Vb & I I ART, &3, Hrdwif=es wufrat &7 fa=rsr, o
AR, TS 3R Jd, Yad Uei¥dl @ aswis, ST, fUdfe, s onfe &1 smieH AASU 3R
AAGSP gRIT fobar 7 1|
The whole situation got out of their control, and the violence resulted in enormous loss of
human life and property,” the report said.

O} RS 37 =1 § a6 81 71, 3R 39 fr & HRUr YR HiHdrg iR Tufl &1 81 g3,
e & oe1 T

Nellie bore the brunt

Aeett A qEd Sfee JHAr Fan

The highest casualty during the 1983 election was in Nellie and adjoining villages.

1983 & TG & SR T 3fAF ed Aeet iR SIUTH & il & gu|

Unofficial estimates say more than 2,000 people, mostly Bengali-speaking Muslim women
and children, died in the area, while the Tewary panel pegged the toll at 1,811.
IR—3MRIBING SIHH & AR, TT &7 & 2,000 A it a1, SHH SGTR Fmei—ymdt
gfeaw afgan ok s e 3, AR T, Jafe frarst 89a A We 1,811 sas|

The report said it was “entirely unwarranted to give the incidents a communal colour”.
RO & w51 T fs 39 ge13T ol ARHeTR® ¥ &A1 “G aRg SR ol

“All sections of society suffered,” it said.

TS & Gt T A BT S, Ig Hel T

It indicated that taking “only a superficial view to give a communal colour to these
disturbances” would amount to ignoring the historical forces in operation for several
decades.

Y Hard foam 7 fb 3 Sr=iifa ) AEIR® 1 37 ¥ o <Tae) eRHr s 3%
aRID! © Fishd TfrgTRie fdkaal 31 Iu&m H= ot grm|

“Many witnesses have interpreted the disturbances as clashes of economic interests,” it
said.

B TATE] A 37 i B 3 fadl & cpvia & U H @R, I8 Fal W
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CISF alters tenure, postlng policy at Parliament
(GS Ill: Internal Security

Vijaita Singh
NEW DELHI

The Central Industrial Se-
curity Force (CISF) has re-
vised the tenure of its per-
sonnel  deployed at
Parliament to a minimum
of four years. At present,
they are posted for three
years. Personnel with a
clean service record and
only those who clear
psychological assessment
tests will be deployed, a
CISF official said.

The revised policy
comes in the wake of com-
plaints by several MPs who
were stopped or ques-
tioned by the CISF person-
nel while entering the
premises.

The extended tenure
will make the CISF person-
nel more familiar with the
MPs and their movement
patterns in Parliament,
which is critical for ensur-
ing accurate identification,
secure access protocols,

CISF alters tenure, posting policy at Parliament

The tenure will make the CISF personnel more familiar with MPs
and their movement patterns in Parliament. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

layered threat detection
and response, the official
said.

Post security breach
After a security breach in
the new Parliament build-
ing on December 13, 2023,
the Union Home Ministry
approved the CISF deploy-
ment at the complex.

In June 2024, DMK MP
M.M. Abdulla wrote a letter
to then Vice-President Jag-

deep Dhankhar, the form-
er Chairman of the Rajya
Sabha, and complained
about the CISF personnel
questioning him on the
purpose of his visit to Par-
liament complex.

“Under the new frame-
work, the tenure of person-
nel has been extended
from the existing three
years to four years, with a
possible extension of one
additional year based on

suitability. To ensure oper-
ational continuity while
ensuring optimum rota-
tion for steady infusion of
new blood, a fixed propor-
tion of the sanctioned
strength will be changed
every year,” the CISF offi-
cial said.

Tighter norms
The new policy includes
tighter eligibility norms
and multi-stage screening.

“Personnel selected for
Parliament duty must pos-
sess a clean service record,
be in SHAPE-I medical ca-
tegory, have no disciplin-
ary or vigilance concerns,
should have completed at
least two specialised cours-
es and meet rank-specific
age requirements,” the offi-
cial said.

The CISF has instituted
a mandatory multi-stage
screening process such as
psychological assessment,
battle physical efficiency
test, Parliament-specific in-

< # CISF A wrfeTa, M Hifa & seama fear

e The Central Industrial Security Force (CISF) has revised the tenure of its personnel
deployed at Parliament to a minimum of four years.

Harg sirenfie

g

o At present, they are posted for three years.
JaaE H, 3 a9 & 1T a1 e s |

e Personnel with a clean service record and only those who clear psychological
assessment tests will be deployed, a CISF official said.

T3 A1 Rp1S ard 3R

ST, Tk CISF HfYBRY A Fl

duction training and com-
prehensive security
clearance.

“Only those qualifying
all stages will be deployed.
Personnel deployed are
regularly undergoing train-
ing sessions,” the official
said.

The training includes
National Security Guard-
customised training and

counter-terror  training
with the Army.
“To maintain high readi-

ness levels, the CISF is con-
ducting regular scenario-
based mock drills simulat-
ing bio-terror incidents,
terrorist attacks, drone
threats, cyber-attacks,
bomb threats, evacuation
operations and air-contam-
ination situations. Fire
contingency elements are
integrated into all exercis-
es. Night-firing exercises
are also conducted to shar-
pen accuracy and preci-
sion in low-light condi-
tions,” the official said.

TR T (CISF) 7 THE H I 31U FIf¥feh! 1 BT YA IR a4 B

YT URI&I0T U - a1 FIfHeh! bl gt d-Td faba

e The revised policy comes in the wake of complaints by several MPs who were stopped or
questioned by the CISF personnel while entering the premises.

TG Fifd w2 qivaet (MPs) B Riprd! & a1g 911 8 o8 IR™R  7aw #d ¥Hy CISF
HI GRT APT A1 GBS B T8 AT
o The extended tenure will make the CISF personnel more familiar with the MPs and their
movement patterns in Parliament, which is critical for ensuring accurate identification,
secure access protocols, layered threat detection and response, the official said.

ST T

Post secu!'ity breach
TR I & 91

PHBIA CISF Hitfal Bl FiAE! 3R Wﬁwananmﬁﬁ
¥ fo wgaguf 8, et = @al

q 3ffdIeh gRFId

o After a security breach in the new Parliament building on December 13, 2023, the Union
Home Ministry approved the CISF deployment at the complex.
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T3 UG Yo | 13 faiaR 2023 &1 U GR&MT IThUH & 91 [ HATAT 7 IRIR | CISF Bt
TRt Y ot

e InJune 2024, DMK MP M.M. Abdulla wrote a letter to then Vice-President Jagdeep
Dhankhar, the former Chairman of the Rajya Sabha, and complained about the CISF
personnel questlonlng him on the purpose of his visit to Parliament complex.
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¢ “Under the new framework, the tenure of personnel has been extended from the existing
three years to four years, with a possible extension of one additional year based on
suitability.
TS WU & dgd, PIHD! BT HbTA AT oI 81 I Fgrax grR a4 & fogr mar g, forew
UG & 3R R TP Afafvad a6 o7 faaR THa |

e To ensure operational continuity while ensuring optimum rotation for steady infusion of new
blood, a fixed proportion of the sanctioned strength will be changed every year,” the CISF
official sa|d
e fARaRar YRfd A 3R 13 Self & RR TR 8 SUgdd ACIH ST 391 & forg,
WHd 90 & U I3 SFUT &I g a9 deall ST, CISF SRBRT 3 Fg1

Tighter norms

F3 AFES

e The new pollcy includes tighter eligibility norms and multi-stage screening.
T2 Hifd d HS T ArFGS 3R g-aRv W 2 g

e “Personnel selected for Parliament duty must possess a clean service record, be in SHAPE-
I medical category, have no disciplinary or vigilance concerns, should have completed at
least two speCIallsed courses and meet rank-speCIflc a%:”requirements,” the official said.

T ST & forT Tfa St & Ury Taes Jar 91T, I SHAPE-| Afgwa Juft
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e The CISF has instituted a mandatory multi-stage screening process such as
psychological assessment, battle physical efficiency test, Parliament-specific
induction training and comprehensive security clearance.
CISF 7 3ffard sg-wuita T ufthar @ &1 3, o wAdwi=e qeuied, g Iriie
T&rar UileivT, Hae—RAfRy SeaRM UiRieor 3iR s gRe&m Hepdl|

e “Only those qualifying all stages will be deployed. Personnel deployed are regularly
undergoing training sessions,” the official said.
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e The training includes National Security Guard-customised training and counter-terror
training with the Army.
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e “To maintain high readiness levels, the CISF is conducting regular scenario-based mock
drills simulating bio-terror incidents, terrorist attacks, drone threats, cyber-attacks,
bomb threats, evacuation operations and air-contamination situations.
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e Fire contingency elements are integrated into all exercises.
Tft snaret § ST & fAueA & dd ¥ foe 9 &

¢ Night-firing exercises are also conducted to sharpen accuracy and precision in low-light
conditions,” the official said.
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